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There’s a method
to this mom’s
messy madness

1 am a slob. Neat friends have confirmed my
nuspicions: I am a pack rat and coliector, I keep
toe much junk and throw away too little,

My huaband, alse a closet slob, has tried in
vnin to help me out. He hns uxplumcd the princi-
plea of keeping n day planner, in which 1 should
wrile every minute of every waking day. I aay, for-
Ket it, T lave aticky notes and have o million of
them around to prove it.

My banic problem involves piles of papers.
Important pnpers I may need sometime in the
future. And I'm not the sole creator of these piles.
My countor starts out clear, then a few sticky
noten happen by, some school papers, junk mait,
add 1o that field trip permission slipa, three or
four fund-rairer packets,
nnd volln! A pile ia born,

My friend, Heidi, o neatnik, says she'd love to
Kot her hands on my clutter. But ot this point in
my life, I don't know an alternntive way to opor-
ate. I'm renlly not familiar with any other than
the pile nystem, o what good would Heidi's help
be? I'd probably be confused and dnzed for weeks,

Tve consider™) tho pousibility of starting a Clut-
terers Anonymous group, but frankly, I don't have
tho time. I've got too many other pressing engage-
_mentn calling to me from my pilos, Besides could I
rely on othera to show up for the meetings or
would thoy mis-file the Information in q pile
somewhoro?

Soo MESSY, AlZ

a couple newapapers, |
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When Deb Watson
sturted dressing the
decorative cement
geese in her front
yard, ehe never
anticipated the stir
they would cause,

otorints pasaing
her home on Grand River, west of
Farmington Road, did double takes
when they saw the tapper one of a
kind lawn ornaments.

“People would write me letters, or
stop and knock on the door wanting
to know where they could get a
goose,” aho eaid.

Although sho bought the cement
geese from a statuary shop, their
clothes were of her own making __
frilly dresses, rain slickers and out-
fits for every special holiday.

A crafter for.a number of yoars
with experience making dolls, bears
and birdhouses, Watsen decided to
expand her repertoire to include the
well dressed geese. Thus Deb’s
Crafts was born.

“I put up a eign and started to
enter craft shows,” she said.

Now, four ycars'later, Watson's
dining room serves as her office. A
large rack of snmple outfits hangs in
one corner. Shelves are loaded with
accessorics. And a peek in her back-
yard reveals several geese and
goslings ready for dressing.

“We (Deb and her husband, Ben)
now make the geesg oursclves. Weo
cast the molds and paint then,” she
said. “The statuary companics that
make the geese couldn’t keep up
with our demand.”

‘The adult geese aro 27 inches tall,
The goslings arc 10 inches high.
Watson admits she got the idea to

makes the cement geese.

drasy the geese from what she had
observed down South.

“Holiday outfits are very popular,
so aro occupation costumies, I did
one for the chiropractor across the
street, Graduates in a variety of
school colors are big aellers thia time
of year.”

Painted, the cement geese, which
weigh &bout 70 pounds each, cost
$36; unpninted, $30. The guu]mgs
cont $12 or $10 r

Goose Lady: Deb Watson sits between Uncle Sam and Betsy Ross, two of the dozens of goose
costumes Watson crectes and sells from her Formington home based busmess. She also

gley are. All baby goose outfits are
0.

“We do a lot of special orders.”
snid Watson, “Wa've done tho Farm.
ington band uniform, the A&W bear.
I recently did a Marine Corps uni-
form for an 80 year old man who
had served in the Marines.

“The most popular costumes are
the slickers and the snorklers.
They're }venthcr resistant. We ree-

ut-
fits, whxch are handmude, cost $16
and up, @ ding on how

the out-
fits.”
¢

tike to place tho geese

S7ATY P1OTO BY DOXINIC CRNTOPANTI

in their gnrdm, or put them on the
fmgt poreh or in the front yard, sho
nnid,

“The idea ia that they make you

* lnugh,” snid Watson.

Her own front yard is adorned
with a couple of geese dressed in
red, white and blue. They are Betsy
Ross and Uncle Sam, complete with
atop hat.

‘Watson's catalogue offers more
than 160 outfits, everything from. a
biker to an Amish girl. Sho has cyp-
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LADIES GOLF FOR FREE
In Detroit’s Nicest Golf . Outing For Women
enntey, Celebrating 400 Years Of Women in Golf

L&dies, this Is your chance to play in one of the nlcest golf evens of
the summer absolutely free...As Bavarian Village Ski & Golf presen's
Detsolt’s 3cd annusl “Nicest Golf Outing for Women”.
pared for & fun and relaxing day at Denrbom Hills golf course. Please
join us for this ovting designed specificelly for women. Register
h Today a1 any Bavarlan Village Intemational Ski & Golf

Stop In Today-and Register at'any ™
Bavarlun V'||age Sk| &Golf Locqhon

Bloomfield Hills
2540 Woodword

810-338-0803
Birmingham
101 Townaond

810'644'5950

o

Thursday July18th

Golf Quting Includes:
+ 18 Holes of Golf with Cart
« Luncheon including
an Informal Fashlon
Presentation courtesy
of Bavarian Vitlage
 Special Prize Glveaways
& mote!

Informal
Fashion Show
Presented By

Ann

Come pre-

810-553-8585
Naovi

Novl Town Conter
810-347-3323
Grosse Pointe
19435 Mack Avs.
313-885-0300

L M Clomens
1216 South Grofiot
810-463-3620

Arbor

2336 Woikeoaw
313.973-9340
263
313-562-5560
Ecul Lumlng
. Eost Soginaw
5| 7:333-3529

NWAL oF SAVINGS

Come in and draw to Wm an

2 OWEST MARKED PRICE OF

N ERCHRND

For the kids there will be balloon art,
face painting, and coloring. Also, register to win
tickets to a screcning of

TriStar Pictures summer family comedy.

& & & & & & & 8 &

nd if you win, you'll also get the*Wanda Doll™
that Matilda carries in the movie.

' 8107325560
© Grond s

Pyt
Town Wednesday, July 1
169411999 Ends Sunday, 14

Sale offernot valid .
at clearanice stores,

& S0IY ETURES ENTERTAIMENT awrmary
0 TobmArnn, o e P

‘When you love kids, it shows!

kidsmart .

(Trviw vern

For the stara nearest yun call, 1msum'm Prices are also good at UTTLE FLKS
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