B2(0/F)

THURSDAY, JULY 11, 1998

o e,

FINEJARTS

Enrly July,
which brings to
mind fireworks,
was an especinl-
1y good time to
virit. Ludn Tehe
erniak’'s
Rochester stu-

0.

The artist,
known for her
impressionist
paintings, was
dieptaying a
variety of large
recent canvases (six to eight feet
square), some of which scem to
cxplode with vibrant color while

BOOK BREAK

others feature soft shades like
those of gently lingering trails of
smoke in the sky.

The intriguing imagos include
that of a figure with arms out-
ateatched taward circlea of light
as if wanting to embrace them,
suggesting man and the uni-
verse, and another of a veiled
face, suggesting personal shells
in which to hide. A human figure
takes on the form of a tree, with
parts of *branches” reserabling
veins and a red splnsh over the
heart. Yet another painting can
be viewed from two directions —
a landsenpae of troes and blue sky

mes the dress of 2 woman,

One colorful work features a
woman and a variety of mer-
chandise; it conveya the lively
and open feeling of a bazaar, Tho
figure in nnother work was
inapired hy *Carmen.” Her hair
is like a mosaic cascade that is
part of her dress, and her
expression is simultancously flir-
tatious and sweet.

‘The couple in one picce share a
quict, intimate moment. The
woman, in flowing white, is con-
templating her pregnancy. In
another work, Adem and Eve are
cncouraged to munch on apples
by a pair of snakes while a bird
zinga overhead,

‘The Nature of Smoke’ entertaining read

BY VICTORIA DIAZ
SPECIAL WRITER

The Nature of Smoke,” by Anne
Harris (Tor., $29.95, 284 pp.} *

How many science fiction nov-
els have you read lately that
open up with the lead character
preparing to Tip off & repair shop
in Ferndale?

Its a rather odd beginning is
not the only thing about “The
Nature of Smoke” that mnkes it
stand out. This debut novel by
Detroiter Anne Harris works on
several different levels. Firat, it's
a zippy, entertaining read,
played out by engaging charac-
ters againat vivid backdrops, It's
cnrefully-structured, and its
nuthor has a real knowledge of
how to turn a phrasc. Maybe
best of all, it's thought-provoking
without being ponderous.

“The Nature of Smoke” is set
in the net-too-distant future in a
dog-cut-dog techno-world of holo-
grams, Scars jetliners, genetic
experimentation and synthetic
life forms. At its center is n
tough, young Detroiter named
Magnolia, who can't read or
write, but knows more than o
thing or two about defending
herself againnt the threats of
this shadowy wurld.

After having run away from
her desperately poor home in a
devastated, “partitioned”
Detroit, she is nlmost murdered
as she unknowingly participates
in a “slasher” film in New York.
Using her quick wits and atreet-
savvy, she knifes her “co-star,”
and manages to flec the acene.

But her troubles have just
begun. The whole cvent has been

phatographer live, and scnt out
vin satellite to TV channel sub-
scribers. Soon, highly important
owners of this futuristic porn
station will be after Magnolia for
what she has done to their
“star.” And another sinister fig-
ure will be tracking her down
too. His name is Remus Rahul,
and he is “the world’s only sup-
plier of sophisticated human
simulacra.” He has some das-
tardly plans to distill Magnolin's
spirited “cssence,” and make a
bundle,

Though this story is played out
against a high-tech background,
new age hardware is definitely
not the star here. What propels
this story ever-forward are its
vibrant, imaginatively drawn
characters _ thoze who are
human and those who are, shall
we gay, something else.

Finding a sanctuary of sorts in
“Polish Siberia” (“Part of the

ntely rearching for his sister in
thia chaotic world; and the blood-
thirsty Spider and Dex, two ex-
NHL stars. (Harris’ take on the
aquatic nature of the game is
delightful.)

The cast of character goes on,
but you get the idea. Reading
about them is a little like getting
to knew the clientele of o “Star
Wars” bar.

Which is not to say that this
story is leas-than-serious It's a
carefully-considered visit into a
dark future, exploring such mat-
ters as chaos and universal pat-
tern, and the nature of smoke,

Be warned: This novel in
replete with violence, In fact,
Harris has a tendency to some-
times dwell at tiresome length
on cach bruising altercation, list-
ing every blow and punch as il
they were steps in a long, com-
plicated dance we must all learn.
But none of the violence itaelf is

1998 Cultural R Act”),
Magnolin meets Cid, a brilliant
biologist who spends most of her
time with guantum particles and
highly sophisticated holograms
until Magnolia comes along.
There, at the mysterious
Wotroyn House, Magnolia also
comes across the cxotic Tumenri,
who #pends most of his lonely
days floating about a greenhouse
pund, since he is genctically
related to water liliea. {(Though
he's one of Rahul's experiments
gone awry, he's got a charming,
wry sense of humor.)

There's also Ms, Wujeik, wha
can do all kinda of thing, except
make decigions on her own; the
gorgeous Kelira, who's desper-
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And, il you take this
literary trip into a world of
Mylar money, Indo-pop music,
falafel stands, and fractal souls,
you may find yourself not‘just
taken away by it all, but perhaps
a bit ealightened as well.

* Don't miss “About. Books,”
aired Saturday and Sunday
evenings at 9 on C-SPAN 2. Be
thero when various authors visit
hookstores across the country.
Stand behind the editors” shoul-
ders ‘ai they make important
decisions about upcoming publi-
-cations. Watch as writers
-address a graduating class 4t a
‘university, or talk witl: n’book
group.
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Tcherniak has painted area
landscapes, including scones
uround Rochester. She has been
featured on public telovision and
participated in the Our Town
atatewide exhibit in Birming.
ham.

Tchernink was born in Moscow
and studied art from age 6. She
attended the Moscow Art School
and the Moscow Institute of The-
ntrical Arts. Working in acenic
and costume design, Teherniak
put her artistic talent to use in
productions of drama, opera and
ballet before she came to the
United States in 1981, She
became a U.S. cltizen In Aprll.

The artist shows her work b;
appointment, Call (810) 862-

Sister act

The Dancing Eye Gallery, 150
N. Center, Northville, is oxhibit-
ing paintings by Cymhm Sarris
and Stephanie Sarris to July 18
(call (810) 449-7086),

The two artists are eistera and
instructors — Cynthia at School-
craft College in Livonia,
Stephanic at Center for Creative
Studies in Detroit, They display
different styles in the ahow.

Stephanfe Sarris presenta
intesior studies. Bright colors

Art fair onpopen

Recent works sparkle, sizzle with color

and encrgetic lines convey l(valk
ness; a piano room scoms to be
filled with music. Gray and blue
tones offer quieter scenca. Ttems
in the room in a work material-
jze the longer it is viewed.

Cynlhln Sarris works with
geometric shapes, circles and
trapezcids in frozen dance and
visual poetry. Another arrange-
ment of circles suggests a traffic
light. The picces hint of captured
cnergy.

Mary Klemic writes about Ogk-
tand County arts. Her phone
number is (810) 901-256‘9 her
fax number ia (810) B44-1314.

But the bottom line is it lorces
you to come up with new ideas.
1t stimulates your creativity,”
#nid Voorheis.

This is the firat year Sarah .

Hicks, a University of Michigan
School of Art graduate, was
Jjuried into the State Street Fair.
The Birmingham resident is
anxious to hear visitors’ com-
mentn about her floor cloths
painted with traditional fruits
and flowers. Some of her tromp
T'oiel style cloths mimic & fish
pond or an oricntal rug with a
spilled glars of wine. Although
mast of her comminsions comes

from word-of-mouth, she antici-
pates a dramatic increase in
sales after appearing in this
highly rated national show.

“Ann Arbor is the biggest fair,
All the artists want to get in.
It's a huge four-day event,” said
Hicks,

This ia also Walt Cole’s first
year in the State Street Fair
although the Redfurd wood
worker has exhibited his lathe-
turned vases made from exotic
woods in Birmingham’s Art in
the Park and Franklin's Art on
the Green for threo years.

“It's an accomplishment for me

Benefit from page Bl

to be in it. The recognition is’
important,” said Cole.

Carolyn Dulin of Rochester
agrees with Cole on the value of
recognition but in her viewpoint
even more important is the expo-
sure; it's priceless, Her 24-inch
colored porcelain figures have
been seen by 1 1/2 million peoplo
in the Ann Arbor Street Fair
during the past three yeavs,

“That kind of recognition helps
your carcer. Rated as one of the
nation’s finest shows, it gets ter-
rific crowds, A lot of artista do
very well,” Dulin aaid.

other styles of bird houses.
Malck's whimsical creations
raize crafting to a higher levol of
art. Much of the furniture is
hand made by husband Ken
Malck.

Something new and interest-
ing at thie yeor's show is Hand
Art. Have your hand cast and
molded. Make your own hand,
your child’s hand, or & parent
and child holding hands. Like a
portrait ar bronzed baby shoes,
Hunds Unlimited crentes o mem-
ory that will last forever. Handa
are $15 each, stands $10.

A Plymouth Community Arts

Council board member, Quinn is
excited to be hosting a raffle
Sunday, July 14 at Art in the
Park to benefit phase two of ren.
ovations to the PCAC building.
Win a Kawnsaki Jet Ski donated
by Roger Ratliff of Pilgrim Motor
Sports in Plymouth. Valued at
$5,760, the two person water
craft includes a Shoreland trail-
er. Tickets arc $1 cach and
available in Plymouth at
Frances Jewelry Gallery, The
Trading Post, and the PCAC
office or by calling (818) 416-
ART.

“We roslly need to come up

with matching funds of $80,000
by September 30 in order to take
advantage of a Michigan Arte
and Cultural Affairs grant,” said
Quinn,

Local artists participating in
Art in the Park include Mari-
anne Akers and her soft sculp-
ture Boo kids, Santas and
angels, and Barb and Alan Gib-
son, clay from Livonia; Kathy
Sandberg, pottery, Tom LeGault,
painting and the Village Potters
Gmld from Plymouth; and Rick
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Nominations are duc by July-31, 1996, Please send to:

The Birmingham-Bloomfield Cultural Arts Award |
c/o The-Birmingham Eccentric

‘805 E. Maple
Birmingham, MI 48009

Or, you may fax your nomination to {810) 644-1314,
. Please call Sue Wills at (810) 901-2560 prior to faxing.
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