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That's a blg bubble: Sponsored by the Farmington Community Library, the bubbla-making activity is one of the most popular things to do at the Farmington Founders Fes-
tival. Youngsters like the lad in the above photo made huge bubbles from tables of suds. In the photo at the top of the page, Kaurie Koning, 10, confronts a sheep

Slzzle sparkles:
Sizzle the cat,
held by owner
Jimmy Fraser,
6,"°bf West
Bléomfield,
won the Ugliest
Animal award.
Above, Molly
Callahan, 5
1/2, and her
mom Mary
laugh as they
watch Chris
Callahan, 8, on
the stage.

It’s a child’s day to romp

BY LAURIE HUMFHREY
STAFF WRITER

n today's world of doctor’a appoint-

ments, school and clothes shopping,

one normally finds the parent dragging
the child around. But the tables were turned
during Kids' Day Tuesday at the Farmington
Founders' Festival,

Young children were definitely in charge
ns youngsters with parents in tow bopped
from one booth to the next - from pony rides
to the public safety booths 1o the mnin rtage
arca and 29th-annual Pet Show.

In fact, looking at the crowd surrounding
the main stuge for the 1 p.m. Pet Show, it
appeared as if the children also got premium
acating, leaving their parents to fend for
themnaclves behind the rows of people.

Such was the case for Josh Wrobel’s
fother. He watched his 13-year-old son take
first place in the beat presontation of u caged
pet categary from 20 yards back.

] was confident I could win,” the modeat
Josh said about his top finish. His father just
smiled.

Josh cntered this year's contest with his
pet hedgehog, Thistle. The cage boasted a log
cabin for Thistle with protend vinos and a
sign that rend: Thistle of Hedgehog Hollow.

@ Youxng children were defi-
nitely in charge as youngsters
with parents In tow bopped
from one booth to the next —
from pony rides to the public
safety booths to the main
stage area and the 29th annu-
al Pet Show.

As I interviewed the Farmington Hills
teen, adults pushed their way through the
TOUEn -

in the park

example that kids could do what they want-
ed to on Kids' Day.

Taking first in the Best Dressed Pet and '
Owner category, Joshuu Cook, 9, also used
Kids' Day to do things he may not normaily
do, such as get on a stage in front of tons of
people he didn't know.

“I wan nervous,” admitted the Farmington
Hills boy, “beeause it was the first time I've
done something like that and because of the
crowd.”

But he gathered his courage and fulfilled
his “Kids' Day" leadership role by marching
up on that stage dressed as a mustard bottle,
with his dog, Tootsic dressed as an Oscar
Mayer hot dog.

S ding hach for the interview, Coak

crowd to got o peak at the '
animal and it's master - just another exam-
ple that kids were the ones to listen to on
Kids' Dny. Mr. Wrobel and T just stepped out
of the way.

Brittney Lyons, &, was also basking in her
glory - o second place finish with her Collie,
Whiaper,

After prompting the dog to sit, lay down
and jump up for the Best Trained Pet catego-
ry, the Farmington Hills youth ran off to
play with her sister and friends, leaving her
mom to answer my questions. Just another

Tootsle's a winner: Jeshua Cook, 9, of Farmington Hills, reacts to hearing
thar his dog Tootsie has won first place in the Best Dressed competition. At
left is Danielle Lyons, 6, of Farmington Hills and her dog Whisper.

reccived rave reviews from adults who were
focused on the winner and didn't even realize
they were squeczing me away from my inter- .
viewee. Oh well - the last example that kids \
had all the power on Kids' Doy and adults,
well we were in their way.

Forty-six children under age 16 entered
the “Pet Show”. Farmington Hills mayor
Aldo Vagnozzi, Farmington mayor Joanne
McShane and Miss Farmington/Farmington
Hills Audric Chernaukes judged the hour-
long event.

Bl Above,

N Adam Slack
keeps his
head in skit.



