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it's alwnys cxciting
to mect n new plant
and | recently was
introduced to severaj
at the recont
Motropolitan Detroit
Landscape Associn-
tion/Mendow Brook
Garden Show.

In the rock garden
installed and main-
tained by Ray Wic-
gand's Nursory Inc,
(where the trains entertain), assistant
wholesale manager Rick Born pointed
out Irish moss and Scottish masu, The
nursery is at 47747 Rameo Plank Road,
Macamb (call {810) 286-3658),

Thesc plants aren't veally moases, but
are Sajina sublostusa, fulse moases that
take heavy traffie, are excellent planted
between bricks or stepping stanes and
make a significant addition to the vari-
ous plants in a rock garden.

*Both of these plants like an acidic
soil, 6 to 6,2 pH, and grow in the sun,
which is important,” Born said.
*“Although thoy are late to re-leaf in the
spring, they are evergreon (Irish is dark
green and Scottish ia pale greon),
they're worth the wait. These ‘mosses’
only need pruning for esthetic purpos-

:Mi_osses t

MARTY
AGLEY

CH,
Born did caution me that when these
plonts are grown undor ideal conditions
they could bu quite invasive, nlthough
they are ensily controlled.

“We have been growing these plants
in the nursery for at least six years and
find that they are excellent plants,”

True mossea grow normally in the
woods and need ehado. Thia varicty ‘of
Sajina thrives in the sun and loves
asand, Drainage ia important and
although it Javes moisture it must dry
out before giving it n thorough soak —
1-1/2 inches doep overy two days.
Although fertilization jsn't necessary it
may appreciate an oceasional spray of
muracid.

Other varieties

Severnl sedum, Crassulaceae, vari-

cties ara also impertant in the rock gar-
den scene and aiso prefer a gunny esite.
One capecially in S. kamtschati

“You could play football on it and it
won't bother it.”

It haa proved to be quito successful
and is a particularly attractive sedum.
The plant growe only five inches tall
with white-margined green leaves. It
flowers in the summer with orange-yel-
low blossoma.

hrive in

There are many other low-growing
sedums and Wiegand's Nursery has
had good luck with three of them, Thoy
are all S. spuriums. Tho first variety,
*Red Carpet,” has red folinge and pink
flowers; thu second, “Drugonbleod,” lins
red folinge and white flowers, and S,
spurium tricolor, sometimes called the
Christmas sedum, has folinge that is
red, green and white, ‘

Other sedums that may be of interest

are S. acre, a vigorous, cvergreen .

speciea that grows only two inches high
and has bright yellow flowers in the
summer. Another perenninl is S, dagy-
phyllum, with grayish-green oval
foliage on pinkish-gray stems. :

Recommended reading

A good book about plnnts suitable for
the rock garden will guide you in the
proper selection for your growing condi-
tions. Two of the latest offerings are
both published by Timber Press. They
are “Cushion Plants for the Rock Gar-
den,” Duncan Lowe ($29.95), and “Rock
Garden Plants of North Americs,” edit-
cd by Jane McGary ($49.95).

“Cushion Planta for the Rock Garden”
details both eaay-te-grow and more
demanding varieties of these plants.
Information about the survival tacti

rock gardens

: MAKTY Prcury
Rock fans: The dark green Irish
moss and light green Scottish
moss are excellent in a rock gar-
den.
of 87 plants for pots, troughs, plunge
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Colorful savings arrive daily at English Gardens?
Beautify your yard and garden with great summer values :
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PERENNIAL HOSTA

Choose from over 18 varieties with unique fologe, cokor, ond texture. Kedl for
shody oxeas. 4 1/2 kch o 3 galion contoiners,
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WATER GARDEN Puares
Select Little Gion? or Backett Puemps hroxm mony sizes
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Doess up with the color porple for te suwmer )
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