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GARDENS SHOW HEALTHY ATTITUDE

BY MARTY FIGLEY
BrICIAL WRITER

A Healthy Garden Tour, , will take
place 10 a.m. to 3 p.m, Saturday, July
20, and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, July
21

Ticket price is $3 for each tour. Dif-
ferent gardens are open each day, rain
or shine. Children under 10 years of
age aren't allowed. Tickets and maps
are availsble at time of purchase at
designated stations.

Direct questions weekdays to
Southenstern Oskland County
Resource Recovery Autherity in Rayal
Onk at (810) 288-5150, or the Henry
Ford Estate in Dearborn at (813} 593-
£590. The tour is co-sponsored by the
authority and the Detroit Free Press

The southeastern Michigan area
has been divided into six sections so
that many people can visit any or ull
of the gardens. (Sec the reluted sched-
ule)

" All of the gardens on those tours
{cach tour has six or more gardens)
use a minimal t of ch s or
none at all. The styles are quite
diverse so that visitors will be able to
get ideas as well as cnjoy their boau-
ty. They feature annuals, perennials,
hetbe, shrubs and/or vegetables.

Working wonders.

' One Bimningham garden has been
in the making for five years from
what once had been a very neglected
ynrd and garden. Now it is a charm-
;ng garden with lots to see and emu-

ate. .

.. Nancy Kader has done wondors in

the five years she has Jived in her -

home. Tho front was a typical yard
with foundation plantings, grass and
a walk straight up the center: :
Now this arca has been fenced in
with a $36-inch tall wrought-iron gate.
Yeliow "Stolla de Oro” daylilies march

toide of the fance snd

holly (kept to a perfect height) guards
the other side. The vest of the beds
are filled with lilies, peonies, hostas,
several Rhododendrons “Hong Kong”
with creamy/yellow blooms that are
“just ptunning carly in the seagon,”
Kader said.

Two treca anchor the corners. A
Purple Pendula is "nifty” with purple
foliage and smocth bark of the same
color and & “Sugartime® crabapple has
“interesting looking nubby bark that I
love.” The fruit hangs on the branches
until spring, for which the birds are
thankful, and it also adda texturc in
the middle of winter.
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On the Thase gardens will bo open
| _covert SATURDAY, JULY 20: ]
Plants in W Tour No. 1, southeastern Oakisnd
this Birm- County: gordens in Clawson, Pioasant
ingham Rkige, Royal Ook, Ferndale aad Troy.
arden Buy tickets et the SOCRRA cffice,
ﬁ'a tured 3910 W. Webster (‘1:;_/2 Mile,
in the Royal Osk: of the Troy Historics
Healthy :}u:eom. 191 Mile (Wattlas), just west
ng'r:c’ig;t W1 Your No. 2, Dearborn 2nd Dearbom
Helghts. Buy tickets at the Heary
week, Ford Eatate at the Universlty of Mich-
come from genDearbom, off of Evergroen
thc gar- between Michigan Avenve ond ford.
den Of B Tour No. 3, Livonia and Redford, Buy
N * tickets at Lhe Livonia Public Library,
Ka(:irz'?s Farmington Road ot Five Mile.
mother. These gardons wiil be opsn
P;:;to by SUNDAY, JULY 21:
arty . . N W Tour No. 4, scutheasteen Oakland
Figley. Vegetable helping: Nancy Kadcr's vegetable garden includes marigolds for insect &"m,; gacdons In Boverty Hitls, Lath-
control. rup Viltage, Blrmingham and South-

field. Buy tickets at the SOCRRA
otfice In Royal Oak.

& Tour No. 5, North Rosedate
Park/Grandmont/Northwest Detrott.
Buy tickets at the North Rosedale
Community House, 18445 Scarsdale,
northwest Detrolt {near the Socuthfield
Froeway and Grand River).

W Your No. 6, downrivor: Wyandaotte and
Southgate. Buy tickets at the Down-
rivet Recycling Center, 15100 North-
tine Road, Southgate, '

In the back

A border garden along the back:
tonce is filled with plants that
belonged to Kader's mother. Bright
red dianthus, orange poppics, several
kinds of lilies (including Oriental),
white astilbe, bleeding heart (thege
1ast two, ahe has found, do well in the
sun) and white shusta daisies like .
their new home. String trollises ea. Plants include ribbon grass, Iris,

against the wooden fence oupport Turo, papyrus, water forget-me-nots

boans, limas and cucumbers.
Speaking of vegctables, Kader has

reserved a sunny spot for them and it

is packed with the likes of kohlrahi,
bbage, two kinds of spinoch, three

Kader ially cnjoys

the hummingbirda as they visit the
two "cnormous” trumpet vines on the
ﬁlvnt of the house. The vines are quite
old. A

Patio view: The view from the
enlnrful.
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different onions, iceks, beets, garlic,
currots, peppers, tomatoes and let-
tuce, Marigolds edge the bed for pest
control. -

Around the edges of the enclosed
garden many of the same planta seen

_in the front gerden are growing hero,

as well as others such as several

_mtretogically placed clematis vines. A -
horsell wid safd, “TH never ‘co brick

ligularia with large, heart-shaped
leaves adds still more textura and will

bloom with tall, bright yellow spike i

and watercress, which the fish eat.

The far end of the garden containg
grapos, raspherries, blusbyrries, cur-
ranta and thubard among the flowers
while two large stone lions sit on
pedestals and stand guard.

‘The raised brick patio rests against
the house and is cdged with parple
lobelia. This ambitious lady desigived
the brick walk that leads from the
porch stape (and up to the pativ) with
a slype rather than steps. This idea
24dda a graceful feel to ths landscape,

Kadar has done most ‘of the ‘work

She composta outdoors nnd ‘worm

flowera, *Purple Palace™ h a,
rosen, tall delphiniums (a white and a

deap purple one calied "Black Night"),

Rudbeckia, Jacch's Ladder, bee balm

and petunias as well as other flowers

flios.
Special houses . .

Six birdhouses

are enticing to birds, bees and buttee-

hutterily houoe. 'Knder

cluded in tha
garden as well asa "omiﬁly built:
put ‘twige

ts in the'b t using a
specih] eantniner. She uses all her
kitchon gcraps, keeps tha mixture
moist and is loft with worm castings

. M'mr:a?m drains the g&roﬂ‘ to
provide ‘nutrisnts to the garden. .
' When I avked why, she veplied, “Tt

Just seetns lo to mn,” Soaker
h(mmkppth‘mmmr
round. . B

- Knder'caid she spenils $0hoars a
Week in ‘tho gurden in the spring and

insido to lure them and hopes that ' it ix cbvions che cpands a st of time .
this year they will'make a home.’ t.hntedu:uin.gthe rest uf the season.

there. It did take two or three)yoar
in'the

for birds to take up resid
houses, so sho {a patient.

A small pond centem tho badk yard'

- She hea- ‘ths gw 40 have
Bhe 'Man garden

JooResis year long. A new’
‘metsl obelisk stands waiting for n

“newly planted clematis *six-inch

and the running water is a delightful  white flowers - a nec-one” to-ecram-
sound. Koi and goldfish live yent- ble over it. She has alsn inutalled
round aa the deepest part in 38 Inch- lighting and aaid, “Thavaa veal jov.”
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