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he race is on — nnd, for a change,
I peopiv scem to be watching.

Anybody out there think they have a han-
dle on this hot 37th District State House pri-
mary in the Farmington area?

We're admitting that we don't. Not yet, any-
way. There are four solid Republican candi-
dates, we think, and any ene of them could
win the nomination on Aug. 6.

Since this is rock-ribbed Republican territo-
ry, the GOP nominee is almost certain to tri-
umph in the November general election and
move on to Lansing as Jan Dolan’s successor
in the State House.

But who will win the primary? Sorry, our
crystal ball is n bit cloudy at present. We can
say, however, that the victor will win by a
landslide — or perbaps just by one vote.

Each of the four has his/her strengths and
weaknesses. They're all smart and savvy, and
working hard. The campaign trail is thunder-
ous with their hoofbeats.

But there are so many factors to consider.
For example:

M School trustee Cathy Webb, as close to
an heir apparent to Dolar's throne as there is
in this race, seems to be officialdom’s darling,
The PTA moms love Cathy, so does the outgo-
ing state representative. But is officialdom’s
support going to be enough? Not every voter is
in love with the Farmington Public Schools.
And there are pundits who are saying that
Cathy should be distancing herself (not
embracing) Dolan.

W By the same token, is Hills Councilman
Terry Sever a bit too estranged from ofTicinl-
dom? He scems to be at the top of his political
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game right now, but has he made too many
political enemies over the years? It isn't lost
an us that in former Councilman Ben Marks
vacant lot, kitty-corner from City Hall, there
are “vote-for” signs up for every Republican
except Terry.

M Some observers like to minimize
Andrew Raczkoweki, but not us. Anyone
who thinks he can't win should chieck in vote
totals in the last GOP House primary. He
came within 100 votes of knocking off Dolan,
In fact, it was most likely that close call that
helped convince Dolan to call it a carcer. Andy
likes to say that he's the only candidate
preaching to true conservative message, what-
cver that is. He does have his supporters, but
how many, really, and will they go to the
polls? And another thing: There are those who
think that this brash young man is just too
much of a ... well, a brash young man.

| | lfthls race has a dnrk horsc surely it's
Linda Ap she
is snid to be well-connected in the Michigan
Republican Party. Even if it's true, what's that
really worth? Maybe it's not so good to be too
closely linked with guya like, oh, Gov. John
Engler. Anyway, Linda seems to come across
as the champion of the little guy/gal. Can she
get her message out in the entire district
before primary day?

Well, we're sorry to present so many ques.
tions 2nd almost no answers. But, hey, itsa
harserace, this 37th District GOP primary,
one worth watching.

Why, we haven’t had so much fun with a
local election since . . . oh, how about that dis-
triet court race in 1992?

ho fs best fit to be Oakland County
sheriff?

Among Republicans, the choices include:

W Sheriff John Nichols of Novi, at 77 slower
in step and in need of oxygen because of
emphyscma but with a mind still sharpus a
tack.

M Gerard Carlin, 41, of Oakland Township,
the former sheriff's captain and Nichols’ pro-
tege cleared in the infamous corruption probe
of the sheriff's work-release program and
Rochester Hills substation. Nichols fired him
in 1993 amid felony charges.

B Paul Molin, 53, of Farmington Hills, who
sells law enforcement equipment but who has
no rend law enforcement experience, His focus:
the age and health of Nichols,

M Willinm Goodfellow, 90, of Pontiac, a for-
mer sherill's dispatcher and Huntington
Woods police officer,

W Michael Odette, 43, of Clarkston, a for-
mer sherifT's deputy who traded in his badge
after 12 ycars to become an attorney.

There’s plenty of debate fodder — jail man-
agement, jail alternatives, department
morale, new weaponry, budget controls, privi
| tization, juvenile offenders, command staff
: levels, cooperation with other law enforcement
agencies. But the key issue boils down to who
best can lend the county’s top law enforcement
agency.

* Critics charge that Nichols, the former

: Detroit police commissioner, Oakland County
.undersheriff and Farmington Hiils police chief
who introduced military-style respectability
when he replaced Johannes Spreen as sheriff
in 1984, has lost the vigor and support to hold
down such a demanding job. They wonder if
Nichols lost contral of his department and

About that sheriff’s race

unwittingly triggered the corruption probe.
Meanwhile, the Deputy SherifPs Association,
the C d Officers A iation and police
chiefs from across the county have endorsed
his re-election. And he came off as feisty as
ever at recent candidate sessions,

Carlin’s opponents say that even though he
has fought off 29 felony counts stemming from
when he headed the sheriff's Rochester Hills
substatian, his judgment is at issue and he
has overplayed his support. Still, Carlinis a
persuasive speaker who displays a lot of
understanding of the inner workings of the
sheriff's department. Odette wants the
$90,645-a-year job but doesn't plan to spend
any money. Goodfellow declined to be inter-
viewed.

Nichols, a lawman for 64 years, and Carlin,
now a pretzel maker in Frankenmuth but
whaose background includes 22 years in Iuw
enforcement, boast the best name
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Letters to the Editor

‘Anybody know them?

lived in Farmington many years ago on
Miller Street. It is now Springbrook, Five
‘of my children were born there.
{  One of my neighbors was the Rozenboom
'amily, Eventuslly Mildred worked for the
'schools in the kitchen. Joan married a Strye (I
think that was the name) and she worked in
the banlz on the corner of Farmington Road
and Grand River.
1 stopped a couple of weeks ago to sce if the
bank had any information on Joan, as I had
lost contact with the family. What a surprise
\— there was no bank there!
Idid hear from someone that Mildred had
married again. To whom? Joan’s husband
owned the gas station on the corner of Power
ad and Grand River, but people in the sta-
hon had no idea who he was.

I am sure someone must know of the fami-
ly. I am at a loss as to where to start. The tele-
|phone book is no help, This is is not a matter
‘of life and death, but I would like to get in
touch with the family. They belonged to Our
‘Lndy of Sorrows. I would appreciate if you
‘could locate some information on them.

Billie Zolkosky,
1236 Washtenaw,
Ypsilanti, Mich. 48197

ii’.:andltlate speaks

would like to apologize to Mr. Donn Wolf
for not being a more formidable candi-
date during this primary. I would also like to
extend my good wishes to Mr, Wolf and assure
thim of my support in the general clection.

I would also like to request the editor of the
[Farmington Observer have his telephone dial-
ing finger checked for accuracy. I have never
received a message from you on my answering
imachine and Caller ID shows no record of any
telephone calls that might be from you.

Aside from that you have a fair and coura-

They have to be considered the GOP front-
runners to lead the sheriff's department and
its 825 employees and $64 million budget.

In the Aug. 6 primary, GOP voters will
decide who moves on to face the winner of the
Democratic primary between Michigan State
Police Lt. Matt Hogan, 46, of White Lake,
commander of the Brighton Post and an espe-
cially appealing contender, and Waterford
Township police sfficer Scott Good, 33, of
Auburn Hills,

During summer campaigning, we'll be on
the lookout for 8 Republican and a Democratic
cnndldnw for sheriff’ who oﬂ'er a proven mix of
law hip skills,
wide-ranging respect, countywide police sup-
port and practical (i.c., affordable) ideas for
driving the department into the 21st century.

. MEMORY LANE

.| This woek in history as reported In past
editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprise.

‘| @ 40 YEARS AGO — JULY 12, 1956

| Earl Teeples, who lived at 30165 W. 14 Mile
.I'Road, was nomed Farmington Township's
 fourth police officer.

‘t Brown's Su; rmarket, Northwestern and
rchard Lagg Rond, advertised Libby's pork
_I and beans at 10 cents a can.

t *Invasion of the Body Snatchers” was the
attraction at the Civic Theatre.

' B 10 YEARS AGO — JUNE 80, 1688

Farmington school trustees registered
conzern about proposed pay hikes for non-
represented employees in the district, but
approved the measure with few chnngcs

Know the dangers of fireworks, urged police
;g{fiala from Farmington and Farmington
8.

“All beel™ ground chuck was on sale for $1.09
a pound at the Orchard-10 IGA in
Farmington.

IlYﬁARAm—MY&lBD& ’

A bicycle path planned for the side of
Farmington Road once was cursed by
residents who lived nearby. But the
downsized project seecms to have quieted

critics,

'geous paper and I will to trust
‘you reporting of the important local events.
JoAnne F. Molin,
Farmington Hills

He supports Andrew

n the recent candidate’s debate hosted by
the Jaycees, who won?
From the specific answers to the qncstmns

Shenﬂ‘ Raczkowski has tuken a pro-active

i on tougher p for criminals
that will make our community and our state a
better place to live.

And with the endorsements of David Honig-
man and Dick Headlee, Andrew will be our
fighter for lower taxes and bringing more of
those tax dollars back to the community that
paid them.

Our thanks to the Farmington Jaycees for

nlluwmg us to learn more about Andrew
i and his leadership qualities.

William R. Smith,

Farmington Hills

We fought for them? -

ineteen Americans killed ard hun-
dreds hurt in Saudi Arabia terrorist
bombing. .

‘We now learn the Saudis blocked-the U.S. s
probe of the ‘95 bombings that killed five
Americans.

When the four terrorists were exccuted on
May 31, the FBI and the CIA were refused the
oppnnunity to question them.

‘When the U.S. requested they be allowed to
build the protective wall 400 feet from the
building, they were denied this chance of mok-
ing the building eafer,

‘With friends like the Saudis, who needs
enemies?

This was the country we fought for in
Desert Storm?

Milton Rose,
Farmington Hills

Great siory, photo

w ell, T have to sny, we weren't expect-
ing such a splash for an article _ and
a color picture yet. (Yessian Music, Communi-
ty Life, June 27).

Thank you 8o much for your time and ener-
gy in preparing our story.

It's very well written, and the photo is
great. We have received a number of calls
from some very impressed folks.

Thanks so much,
Dan Yessian,
Farmington Hills

land not vague lities, Andrew R
ki demonatrated how he would represent our
linterests and concerns in Lansing.

The citizens of our community were the
winners s Andrew showed the leadership
‘qualities that will make him an effective and
ponsible representative in Lansing,
With the end t of the Farmi

1Is Police Officers, the Police Officers Asso-
ciation of Michigan, and the Oakland County

are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors, That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basis for opinions
in your own words. We will help by editing for
clarity, To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide a contact telephone
number,

Letters should be malled to: Editor, The Farm-
Ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton Michigan 48335, Or they can be faxed to
810477-9722.
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M MISSI0N: B we publish cx

in a fundamentally different way than our blgger

independent from the stories and

, we think about mmmum&y  Journalism
be Tves to be
ping in to write the unusual or

! and then dashing off to cover

they cover,

else.'We regard ourselves as both accurate

Journalists and as caring citizens nf‘ the communities where we work,”

— Philip Powear




