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They discove red herﬁes who lie Wlthln

sMand Connty has a lot going
for it.

$¥e are the third wealthiest county
in the countyy.

Two hundred Forfune 500 compa-
nics d3 business here:

Retail sales are greater than those
of 16 entire states,

Eleven inatitutions of higher learn-
ing are located within our borders.

‘We boRst more than halt'the robot-
{cs sales for the nation,

And, more importantly, we have
heroes. . ..

Heroes like Patrick O'Meara of
Bloomficld Hills,

O'Meara and his wife, Judy, wero
driving home June 9 on Long Lake
Road near Pembroke, just west of
Vaughn in Bloomfield Hills, Encentric
staff writer Greg Kowalski reported in
arceent Birmingham-Bloamfield
Eccentric.

1n his rearview mirror, O'Meara
saw & car approaching quickly from
behind. It passed one car. Then it
tried to dedge around another, but a
car was coming in the opposite direc-

System c

he Jim Nicholson story remind-

ed me of a public relations lady

who once told me over lunch she
had made major changes in her life;
different hair atyle, new wardrobe,
new friends — cven a new signature.

Next time she voted, she used hcr
new si and, to her
ment, was never questioned by the
poll worker. Anybody could have
signed her name and voted, she said.

It recalled the time I was checking
ot & congregaional candidate, a
*Junior,” to ece if ha voted regularly.
How you voted is & secret, but
whether you voted is a matter of pub-
lig record. Lots of candidates are
elpbnmssed when their voting
records are revealed,

The candidate and his father lived
in the same township and precinct.
The clerk's record showed Junior had
missed one election. Junior later told
me he had, in fact, voted but the poll

workers atamped his father's card,

tion, X
When ¢he firat car tnvd to sworvo

" back it spun out of control, hit a tree

and burst into flames,

O'Mcara pulled over and ran to the
car where he saw a girl ingide who he
first thonght was dead. He tried to
open the door, but it was locked. So
he used his hand to smash the dri-
ver's side window, breaking the glass
and, a8 it turned out, his wrist.

The girl, apparently dazed, recov-
grcd enough to scramble 6ut the win-

low.

‘The 15-year-old from West Bloom-
field was ticketed for being too young
to drive. But thanks to O'Meara she
walked away from the totalled car
with only a bruised knee and, we
hope, a lesson learned. . . .

Heroes like Scott Zimmorman, co-
owner of a Little Cnesar's in
Rochester Hilla,

Zimmermon was among several
A N

and ing b
who foiled the escape of a mun who
robbed a Comerica Bank in Rochester
Hills of mere than $12,000 just before

an create

even though Sr, and Jr, had markedly
different signatures.

Nicholson was accused by Ronna
Romney, hig rival for the GOP U.S.
Scnate nomination, of failing to vote
in the 1992 presidential clection.
Nicholson said he did vote, but (1) Jim
Jr.'s card was stamped. At the time,
Junijor had maved to Tllinois to worl.,
and vote, but {2} the city clerk in
Michigan never cunccllcd his registra-
tion,

1 bsing this up not to take gides in
a party primary but to illustrate how
casually our voting records are kept.
The city clerk in Michigan should
heve received notice from Illinois that
Jim Jr. had registered there — if the
system worked properly.

Secretary of State Candice Miller,
our chief elections official, estimates
15 to 20 percent of voter registrations
are deadwood — people who have.
moved, died or dropped out of society.
Mennwhile, stdte Sen. Alma Wheeler

ncon June 28, eccording to a story by
Rochester Eccentric staff wriler Sally
Tato,

Hearing shouts of, “He just robbed
the bank," Zimmerman left hir store
and joined another men who was try-
ing to stup the robber.

When the two men blacked him,
the suspect pulled out a stun gun and
fired, temporarily staggering his origi-
nal pursuer, .

Zimmerman kept after him, and
when the suspect tried to comman-
deer a car and push the driver aside,
Zimmerman grabbed the man‘sarm,

Meantime, the man who was

opportunity. for voter fraudff

Smitk, D-Salem, is beating her drum
to Joosen the rules by proposing vot-
ing by mail,
By mail? Whoa! Miller says that
when 8 new statewide computer sys-
. temis fully ﬁmcnonal and the dend-

wood is d, she will

ul\mned momenta eaﬂicr throw off
tho effects and began hitting the
alleged robber with a wooden plank.

Zimmerman and his fellow hero
were able to hold the inan down until
police arrived. . ..

Heroes like Peter Esshaki, who
grew up in West Bloomficld, X

Peter, 29, recently gave his older
brother Paul, 30, a kidney and the
chanen ta again laad & normat K&,
wrote West Bloomfield-Lakes Eccen-
tric reporter Tim Smith.

Doctors had predicted when Paul
was a sinall boy that a kidney condi-
tion, at first commlluble through

dicati 1ly worsen,

' Kansas City, Although ho had sonie 3

now back to work in Lox Angeles. 7 f’-__,

Paul has been in the hoapital nmeo i
ke received the kidney June 7 in I3

post-operative difficulties, at last
report he was progressing. s mom," -
Nancy, is with him. :

Fred Esshaki considers Petera -
hem "1 lhuught it'd be good for other

¥ akaaads 2

Lought if
parents care for their children, take
care of them, then the .hildren (later) &
take care of each other.", .. v

Nineteenth century American RN
author, Georgo William Curtis, = - o

45 know this

according to E‘red Esshakn the boys'
father.

In January Paul was hospitalized
with his kidneys functioning at only 6
percent. A ane-to-five year wait was
projected if he went on the kidney
donor list. A dialysis machine accom-
panicd him home,

To reach the kidney he would
donate, Peter went through'a painful
operation in which doctors lifled his
rib cage, lcaving a 12-inch scar. Heis

article, "Vote Fraud: A National Dis-
grace,” reported that California,
Pennsylvania and Texas allow either
same-day registration or registration
without verification of address.

* Same article: "At least twice
after her husband’s death in May
1993, a Baitimore woman asked her
local elections board to strike his

name from the voter rolls. On clection

day 1994, she voted for the Republi-

can gubernatorial candidate. . . Sever-

2l weeks later she learned that her
husband, & Democrat, had voted as

well, . ." The Democratic candidate for
governor won & come-from-behind vie-

tory by 5,000 votes with a surge from
the Baltimore precincts,

running an elechon by mail.

It amazes me £:at Michigan doean't

‘have massive voter fraud right now.
Certainly, other states are reporting
plenty of fraud. Items:

* A June 1995 Reader's Digest

Pools & Spas Are Fun

" British Airways, USAit, the City of Southfield, WQRS-FM 105,1, and the Southfield Eccentnc
cordially invite you to the celebration of lhe eighth annual

SOUTHFIELD GOLD CUP POLO COMPETITION .

Southfield Polo Team vs. Palm Beach Polo Team )

on Saturday, July 20, 1996, at 2 p.m. {Rain date: Sunday, July 21)

at Duns Scotus, Evergreen-and Nine Mile Roads (parking in the Southfield
Civic Center north lot, Evergreen and 10 ¥4 Mile, with shuttle service to the polo site)

. Tickels: $6 at the gate; $5 in advance « $1 children 12 and under
Advance tickets at Southfield City Hall main reception desk; weekdays 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

: Proper attire requested
i “For Inl‘ormntlon. Southfield Community Relations Department, (810) 354 4854

aAnd

“In Baltimore, the board of elec-
tions had 21,889 such names (of vot-
ers who had been inactive five years,

hadn't responded to two mailings and

should have been purged), but offi-
cials dropped only 12,795 names.”
One gets the impression the Balti-

So [s Saving Money
Check Out Our Great Deals!

d "Heroca in history seem to us i
poetic because they are there. —But - +
if we should tell the simple truthof | *
some of our neighbors, it would aound
like poetry.”

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom- .
field resident, is former manoging edi- .
tor of the Eccetric Newspapers. You - -
can comment on this column at
(313)953-2047, Ext. 1997, or by writ-
ing or foxing a letter to thc editorof .
this newspaper. -

more clerk deliberately didn't canoel -
the dead husband's registration.

« This tale from Rich Lowry, politi-
cal reporter for National Review, Jurié
17: Absentce ballots in Alabama '
account for 3-4 percent of the vote,
But in 1994 in Grecne County, 84 per- .
cent of all ballots were absentees, The
embattled chair of the Greene County
Commission won reelection with 50
percent of his votes cnst abscntee. ’

watchdog group ¢l d
ballots were stolen from people's mml-
boxes, among other sins.

In 1976 Michigan adopted a “motor
voter" law allowing the secretary of
state to accept voter registrations at
driver's liceuse offices.

‘With 80 many flaws already in the
system, Michigan should be very wary
of mail voting and other moony "get
out the vote” schemes.

Tim Richard reports on the local
implications of state and regional
events.
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