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Pop-top capitallsm: A group of Har-
rison High School students are
honing their business skills,
while helping a couple of local
charities./A2

Election doings: Several important
election-related events are coming
up this week. They're listed in
Farmington Focus./A2

What 10 bucks will buy?: Give a
man 310, send him off to the
Farmington Founders Festival,
and see what he comes back
with./A3

Crafting a festival: What'’s the
Founders Festival all about? Oh,
it's things like potholders, fuzzy
spiders and bird houses./A3

Microbrews: Since a 1992 law
allowing licensed brewpubs in
Michigan was passed, a number
of them have opened including
the Royal Oak Brewery./1B

Taste Buds: There’s no need to Lol | DtaE s

dirty saucepans or skillets when Coming cloan: Mickey Owen, 15, ¢ 1on; SOn-0f r ily Owen otiiers of-Colonial Gar ;
you prepare dinner on the Mileatts hs‘dru | or' y of, C ial G irsi place for conprrtercia‘l float,
grill./1B e e R : 26 A '
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Lunch loot | Afisis
goes plastic

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Lunch money could turn to plastic under a plan
being considered by Farmington Public Schools in
cooperation with Metro Bank.

Instead of cash, children would use a coded “cafe
card™— similar to those used in automatic teller
machines'— to buy lunch. A cafeterin cashier would
run the card through a machine and a debit of $1.76 is
posted on the family’s checking account.

A similar electronic method is being used in Fenton
Area Public Schools.

Both the district and the bank are looking into the
possibility, a bank spokesman snid.

“Everything at this point is under investigation,”
Metro Bank'a Jerry Wasen said. “It’s not a done deed,
not on our part or the achools’ part.”

Interest is keen, though.

District and bank officials conducted an informa-
tional meeting with parents at Gill Elementary
School, Only three parents turned out but said thoy
liked the idea, a district spokeswoman said.

Such a program would specd up Junch lines and cut
down on the number of chocks that need to be
processed by the district, said Business office apokes-
woman Mary Reynolds,

Parents can pay $35 in advance, which covers a cer-
tain number of their child's lunches for a month.

Children on I‘me or reduced lunch programs would
algo have fality under e cashless system,
Reynolds snid. All cards would look the same.

More than likely, a cafe card system would be tast-
piloted at one of the district's 14 elementary buildings. .
If successful, the district may consider trying it at tho
secondary lwel

“As a parents, you nover know where that $10 or $5
actually went,” Roynolds said. *Did it go ncross the
street to the party store?”

The caahless lunch program has been a succesa in

. Fenton, n achool officinl there said.

The district has an arrangement with State Bank of
Fenton where studenta at three elomsatary schools
use “Moolah Moclah” cards to pay for lunch.

+“In the long run, it has liélped us tremendously by

/muokicg the lines shomzr and s hnndlmg less money,”
#3id Esther Ald t in
ffice. .




