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Stratford, Ontario, is famous
for its annual Shakospeare fosti-
val, but the town and environs
have much to offer in addition to
great theater.

Stratford datea from 1832 and
its cunnoction with the Bard pre-
dates the theator by 120 years,
The Festival has brought honor
to the town and the poot equally,
Beginning in 1853 with a tent
production of *Richard III” star.
ring Alec Guinnoss, the fastival
has grown to a acheduls of 11
plays at three venues presented
in ropertory from early May to
carly November.

Tho festivals range has
expanded to include theatrical
works from all eras and coun-

QREAT ESCAPES

Send or fax information for
Great Escapes to: Keely Wygonik,
Arts & Entertainment Editor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, Inc., 36261 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, MI 48150, fax (313) Z91-
7279

HOTEL SPECIALS
* Troy Marriott Hotel

Gold Retreat Weakend, $90
per pnrnon package l‘or two

tries. This year, in addition to
three Shakecpeare plays, the fes-
tival also includes an American
musical comedy, a children's pro-
duction, a French farce, two dra-
mas by noted Amercian play-
wrighta, an absurdist classic
and o recent theatrical hit about
a famous conposst,

Varlsty has become the norm
at the Stratford Festival and
varlety is nlso the norm in activi-
ties offored to Stratford visitora.

Stratford {s a great place to

a8 bed and breakfast establish.
ments. There are also sovoral
motels, We stayod nt the immne-
ulately meintained Quecn’s Inn,
This downtown hotel was origi-
nally opened in 1850 as the
Queen’s Arms. It was rebuilt in
1805 following a fire'and that is
the present exterior, notable for

its domed entry. The rooms are °

clenn and distinctively fur-
nished. Tho Inn is conveniently
located within wnlking diatance
of all three Stratfc

at the Hyacinth, housed in a typ-
ical Ontario house built in the
1870s.  Wo also tried Mrs,
Carter’s Toa House, a real find
for both afternoon tea and din-
ner.

‘Tourism Stratford, P.O. Box
818, 88 Wellington St., Stratford,
Ont. nSa w1, side you
with a hiking and biking map of
the Stratford area and a pam-
phlet “Stratford Strolls” with
wulkmg tuun of the city, includ-

n distincti

The Queen’s Inn has three

walk and bicycle. Its mnny
parks, an

but they are just a

homes and lively dowmnwn
make it an ideal vacation desti-
nation. Tha surrounding coun-

tryside and other intoresting,

towns, such as St. Mary's, offer
much to da and see.
Many homes open their doors

small part of the dining possibili-
ties. At the high end Rundles,
the Old Prune and the Church
have become favorites with the-
ater goors. Thia year we tried
two relatively new establish-
ments, We sampled new cuisine

ing ve
puhlic buildmxs and private
homes. The residential ‘sectiona
of town are interesting for their
architecture which uses native
stone and brick, often in a design
that haa become known as the
Ontarijo cottage. But there are
also fine examples of Tudor,
Georgian, Federal and Victorian

architecture. Check out the city *
hall and the Perth County
Courthouse as other fine exam-
ples of civic architecture,

The town is also notable for its
beautiful perk system. The
length of the Avon River {s &
green belt leading to the impres.
sive tent-like Festival Theater,
Along the pari, joggers, bikers,
soccor players, summll. players,

and artists

great theater and a lot more

seque style influenced by H.H.
Richardson, Behind the townhall
iz Canada's first Carnegio
Library. Built in 1805 of the
same limestone as the all,
it has ainco been modernized in
1988 with an attractive and
appropriatly scaled addition,

St, Mnry and savaral othor
nearby v:]lngon are home to
nntnqua nhopa thh- special

sharo Bpnce happily.

Nearby St. Marys is another
excellent place for architecture
buffs. The fortress like Opora
House is no longer used for its
original purpase as a 1,000 seat
auditorium, but the exterior haa
been beautifully restored in all is
unique splendor. St. Marys' dis-
tinctive townhall was built of’
limestone and has a romane-

on C:
bilia,

Stratford is home to several
fine art galleries, book stores
anad antique shops.

In addition to playa with Bpo-
cial appeal for children, “Alice
‘Through the Looking Glass” and
“The Music Man,” the Stratford
area also offers farm tours, trol-
ley ridea.  *

Festival gets electric energy from 2 veterans
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’I\vo great actors in demanding
roles are the hoart of this year’s
44th Stratford Festival, William
Hutt ond Brian Bedford create
that spocial cloctricity that
mekes theoter an intimate and
nniqun expencnce that cannot be

on film ar tolevi

a Troy deluxe
guest room on Friday or Satur-
day night, use of the hotel’s
indoor pool and health club,
cover charge for Kick's Enter-
tainment Lounge, plua two 18-
hole rounds of golf with cart at
Pine Trace in Rochoster Hills or
Cherry Creek in Shelby Town-
ship. Call 1-(800) 777-4086 for
information/reservations.

* ALL ABOARD TRAVEL '

Join Chef Larry Janes on
Costa Cruises’ new flagship the
MS Costa Victoria for a cruise
dosigned for gourmets who enjoy
great tasting, low-fat foods. Al
Aboard Travel has argnniudb:h;
whic!

complete package,
includes cooking d

ng

cruise, meals, entertainment and
purts of call. Fifty cabins have
been sct aside for the March 30
1997 sailing at $846 per person,
based on double occupancy, for
an outside ocean view cabin.
Port taxes are $121 per porson,
air travel from Datroit (round
trip) was $329 at the timo of this
release, Call (313) 591-3322 for 2
descriptive brachure.

King Lear

Hutt, now in his 33rd season
at Stratford, brings to *King
Lear” a rigid dignity and a con-
trolied cadence that disinte-
gratos aa Lear drifls into mad-
neas and shame.

“Lenr”" is Shakespearec's
unflinching look at growing old
and the conflicts it creates
between generations. Often
hailed ns Shakespearo's greatest
play, “Lear” has muitiple layors
of meaning and innight and a
rich varlety of tawed characters,

Hutt has played the rolo twice
before at Stratford, but ho {a now
of Lecr’s age and this gives spe-
cial poignancy to hia perfor-
mance. Few actors speak Shake-
speare's language with such a
procise senso of meaning and fow
perform Loar with such early
strength and power. Hutt starts
at o higher point to make bia fall
that much more spectacular,

Stratford artistic director
Richard Monette's production is
clear and straightforward,
despite the Edwardian coatumes.
1t is pared in such a waoy as to
put emphasis on Lear and his
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FLY FOR LESS
THAN SALE FARES

ON A MAJOR SCHEDULED AIRLINE

Masters: Brien Bedford
(left) and William Hutt
deliver strong perfor-
mances at Stratford.

attempts to understand what is
real and what jsn’t. This {5 not
an emotionally raging produc-
tion ns is often the approach to
Lear's mad scenes. This is a play
about family relationships and a
quicter madness.

In addition to Hutt, this pro-

BRING YOUR:
Cl1

ipancy
with this coupon
Includes resart lodging, meals & your
cholce EE Cham Ionl.l\l Golf
ot Kids Sleep, Eat & t
*New Anold Palmer Goll
Course Opening Soonl
*NEW Watenslide + Three Pools!
N Nw Minlature Golf Course
Ing Programs Fos Childs
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dfiction gets atrong perfor-
mances from Colombe Demers
as a sweot but too proud
Cordelia, Lowis Gordon as the
davoted and level headed Kent
+(he also replaces Hutt as Lear in
selected fall performances),
Poter Donaldson as the mia-
judged Edgar who feigns mad-
ness and Jordan Pettle 08 Lear’s
fool and sadly ignored con-
science. Continues through Nov.
2 in reportory at the Festival
Theater.

Amadeus

Brian Bedford is an actor’s
aetor, a'man with a superb com-
mand of every acting trick. He is
able to use them all aa the trou-
bled Antonio Salieri in Peter
Shaffer's “Amadeus.”

This is a welcome return of
last year’s Stratford production
of this popular if overly glib his-
torical drama, Salieri was a
court composer to Emperor
Joseph II of Austria. He may or
may not have poisoned Wolfgang
Amadoeus Mozart.

Shaffer’s play imagines an

.28

the bigg

elderly and bitter Salieri telling
his atory directly to tho audi-
ence.

Bedford is on stage for the
entire production and must age
and grow younger before our
eyes. He must also suggest the
complex personality of Salieri, a
worldly man with the curse of
being able to recognize great
music but not the ability to write
it. Bedford suggests the atyle,
rancorous wit and rich regret
that make Salieri a fascinating
character.

His nemesis is Mozart, who in
Shaffer's play is a genius with
the and lity of o

Mozart's genius. Still the rivalry
makes fino theater.

This is often strong theater
and Bedford is mesmerizing.
From the very first moment he is
whecled on stage, the audience
is in his very capable hands.
Continues through Nov. 1 in
ropertory at the Festival Tho-
ater,

Algo this year at Festival are
Moredith Willson'a *The Music
Man" and Lillian Hellman's “The
Little Foxea.” At the Avon iu

deau's “A Fitting C i
Shnkepcnrnn controversial “The
Merchnpt of Venice,” n stage

rude little boy. Stephen
QOuimette has neither Tom
Hulce's babyface or the hysteri-
cal giggle that made Hulce scem
like a naughty boy in the film
version. Quimette is more a foul-
mouthed and arrogant teenager,
which in some ways makes him
a stronger adversary especially
when he argues his pasitions on
music.

‘The film has a scene not in the
play that suggests something of

est

. celebratlon o'f the

of *“Alice Through
the l.ookmg Glass™ and Christo-
pher Plummer in a onc-man
show, “Barrymore.” At the Tom
Patterson Theater the plays are
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It,”
Tennesaee Williams' “Sweet Bird
of Youth” and Samuel Beckett'a
“Waiting for Godat.”

For ticket information, call 1-
800-567-1600 or write to Strat-
ford Festival Dox Offics, P.O.
Box 620, Stratford,Ontario,
Canada N5A 6V2,

The fun conginues

#hrough July 21!

Entertainment ® Fashion Shows ® Giveaways
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- Outlet shopping at

over 180 stores!
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Win fabulous merchandise!

1 Carat t.w.

r* OUTLETS

at BIRCH RUN

[ 4

by Horizon

Over 180 Outlet S
mssz"}smday 109, suﬁ“ﬁm E
617 szwmmmsm =y




