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Concerns over asbestos hit home-

Asbestos is a minernl that hos excel-
lent binding qualities, It 3 Iong-lust~
ing, dependable material that isn’t sol-
uble in water. and has boen used auc.
cessfully in building products, compo-
nents and insulntions for many
decades, Asbestos was used in moro
than 2,500 different products.

In the 1980s, concorns aurfnced
about asbestos and its relati
same cancers. Workers in some indus-
tries ns well as minera wore develop-
ing cancers caused by aabestos in the
air they were breathing, Thesa cancers
affect the lunge and respiratory sys-
tem. Public awareness ovolved from
testing in public and commercial
buildings, schools and hospitals to
testing in hemes,

Once it was determined that
asbestos could have a negative impact
on the health of people who are
exposed, the production of asbestos
was banned for use as building materi-
als, insulation, etc. Production of
asbestos censed in 1573 and its instal-
lation was banned after 1978.

Typical usea and locations found in
homes are:

¢ Insulation — Rockwool insulation
is found mostly in attics and some-
times in walls. Ovens, ranges, toasters,
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dishwashers, heating pipes, ducts, boil-
ors und fnmnces would typlcally have

ing the yeara from about 1810 to 1975

» Building materials — Asbestos in’
cement siding and roofing were very
common in the 19405 and 1950s, Tran-
site ductwork was used bolow concrete
floor slabs, as chimnoy flues and as
1/4-inch’thick sheots for fire protec-
tion.

® Vinyl — Asbestos floor tiles were
the tiles of choice from 1830 to 1970,
Ceiling tiles and aome spray-on tex-
tured or popcorn ceilings have
anbestos containing material (ACM), It
isn't likely that you will find asbest

removal than it is for encapsulation,
Removal requires the following:

1. Prepare the nrea with poaitive
airflow to the exterior to captura and
discharge airborne particles to exteri-
or. Small asbestos particles can remain
airborne for days in still air.

2. Wet down the ACM aa well as adja-
cent areas of concern, such as the floor.

. 3. Isolato tha areas and the ACM. This is

£ Al lished by building a plastic
tent around pm of the subject area. Tha

tont is moved to isolate othor areas with

ACM as needed.
4 A proper respirator should be worn to
tho {ler ACM particles, Goggles

in o home that was built after 1978,

The main concern with the ACM ia
its condition. If the material in friable,
which means the nebestos fibera can
become airborne, it should be

and dl-ponbla coveralls should alao be
‘wom.

od. Mitigation occura in two forms:
T 1 and encapsulation

Jation {nvelvea sealing the asbestoa off
{rom damage.

The presence and type of ACM can
only bo determined by analysis under
a microscope, It cannot be determined
visually.

The mitigation process Is very ape-
cific and the cost isn't much higher for
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5. R d ACM is captured In bagr,
transported in trucks designed for this use,
and diaposed of at designated hazardous
wanta locations.

6. Tho mitigat ils and

then showers in a plastic tent in tho mitl-
gution area.

7. Alr testing is performed after removal
and clonnups to determine if thore ore
asbestos particles in tho nir.

Tho conf. for removal I8 specific to tho
H . i & residential situa-

don, 1 can be plished for $500
to $2,500 in most Instancen.

Around the House, by the AmeriSpec
home inapection service of Plymouth,
instructs homeowners about the basics of
home maintenance and repair. If you have a
question, write to: Around the HouzelAt
Home, The Eccentric Newspapers, 805°E.
Maple, Birmingham 48009,

Asthma tips on
roach antigens

Experts say tenants can keep their
units reasonably roach-free, evenyf
9thor apartments in the building are

feated:

88 First kill the roaches with sprays
and poison baits,

R Wash down all the surfaces to get

rid of roach nnhgnnn
W Keep all food o achess o
| Put out roach trap. to cawt. thi
strays that wander in.
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Decorating Den, the only affordable, international
shop-at-home interior decorating company, offers
savings for everyroom in your home. A professional

interlor design consuitant wiil bring a Color Van®
filled with only quality products to
your home or office, at your
convenlence. Thls offer ends

7/31/96
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