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Patterson cites
county strengths

38Y PAT MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

Oakinnd County’s incumbent
exccutive, L. Brooks Patterson,
cnndidly admits he's lucky.

Since he was elected four yeara
ngo, Onkland’s economic climate
has been hot, almost superheat~
cd. Patterson is happy to be the
county's best cheerlender, as well
as the political beneficiary of
good times.

“It's nothing I've done,” Patter.
san modestly tells anybody will-
ing to listen, “it's the business
community that's done all the
work. But Oakland County is the
engine that drives Michigan's
ccunomic train.”

. And what an engine it is. Pat-
turnnn hnnrheen speaking to

mended the One Stop Shop, on

the firat floor of the executive's
building, where businesses can
retrieve vital information —
about a plant site, for example —
with a few atrokes of a mmpuur

L. Brooks P:

koyboard,

To illustrate his
style, Patteraon points to the
way he addressed a $24 million
budget shortfall when he took
office. “We did what was ncces-
sary,” he sald, “we cut the bud.
get, we froze nalaries and we
merged functions,”

As & result, he said, Wall
Street upgraded the county's
credit rating “saving us millions
of dollara in interest over a
decade.”

The point is, Patteraon, that
Oak]nnd County government ia

service

clubs and other groups talking
nbout how the county’s has more
business activity than some
states. He glows when talking
about how fortune 500 compa-
nies with offices in Oakland
County are tmaking a mark in
the global economy, with more
new jabs than the rest of the
state combined..

While downplaying his own
role, Patterson docs mention a
few things he’s initiated. His
Business Round Table, for exam-
ple, pulls together business exec-
utives, entrepreneurs, educators
and local officials who mn)ke

better than it ever
has in the past, And good gov-
ernment ia good politics,

On the political front, Pattar-
son has repeatedly said is more
committed to Qakland County
than he is to political dogma, On
one occasion — when he thought
the occagion warranted it -~ he
feuded with Republican Gov.
John Engler and allied himself
with Wayne County Executive
Ed McNamara and Detroit
Mayor Dennis Archer, both visi-
ble Democrats.

He’s supported tax hikea —
like the millage hike for mnss
transportation and the tax

and r
tion.

Based on the round table's
input, the county has established
a U.S. Export Assistance Center
at 250 Elizabeth Lake Road

. where entreprencurs can confer
with the U.S. Department of
Commerce, the Small Business
Administration, and Oakland
County officials about the intri-
cacies of international trade.

The Round Table also recom-

for Oakland C:

ty College — while pushing for a
cut in the county millage, howev-
er modest. Both, he said, would
help county residenta in the long
run. Yet he recommended a 0.1
of a mill tax rate reduction for
the county, one which was
rejected by the Board of Com-
missioners. A reduction is now
under consideration again.

But Patterson is among the
first to acknowledge that his

biggest battle — and undoubted-
1y the most difficult — lies
ghead, That, he s8aid, is equaliz-
ing the amount of money Oak-
land residents and businesses
get back from Lansing.

It's an issue that many have
talked about over tho decadea,
but none have cffectively
addressed.

“The county hns been a cash

See Patterson, Al2

Exec job has,
high visibility

As the county's top
administrator, the Oak-

_ land County executive is
directly responsible for
P the annual bud-
get that last year sar-
. sod on,

The job pays $117,792
lnnunlly with bensfits that
a county car, excel-
lenl health insurance . . .
and wviaibility.

The executive has direct
respongsibility for 2,300 of
tho cournty’s 4,000 employ-

- ege; including those who
work for independently
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IN THE CITY

’ PACK A PICNIC DINNER AND MEET ON
MARTIN STREET IN FRONT OF BIRMINGHAM CITY HALL
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING FROM 630PM TO 730PM,
JULY 12TH THROUGH AUGUST 30TH FOR:

. THEATRE - DANCE - MUSIC- PUPPETRY
' AND FUN, FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT!

1.23

IN THE CITY SCHEDULE
THE CHAUTAUQUA EXPRESS FAMILY FUN CONCERT
BOBBI LUCAS IN "PIROUETTES AND PIGS THAT FLY”
0.J. ANDERSON'S ONE MAN FAMILY COMEDY FEST!
MARC THOMAS AND MAX THE MOOSE

JANET MARIE & MARCRIBALD WiTH THE
AARROOUAH BROS. BAND
SABSABU AFRICAN DRUMMERS AND DANCERS
ALLTHUMSS PEOPLE AND PUPPET CO.
THE GRATITUDE STEEL DRUM BAND
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: $10 43)-3550

Hughes touts his
conservatism

DY PAT MURPHY
HTASF WRITER

If Timothy €. Hughes had his
way, he'd get elected as Oakland
County Exccutive . . . and then
work to climinate the job,

Asz it is, the 36-year-old Kmart
systems engineer from Rocheater
Hills is determined to offer vot-
ers in the Aug. 6 Republican pri-
mary a clear-cut choeice.

They can vole for hiz primary
opponent, incumbent L. Brooks
Patterson. Or, Hughes insists,
voters can cnst their ballots for a
“true conservative” like him who
is unquestionably committed to
lower taxes, less government
and traditional values,

What? L. Brooks Patterson —
known in many circles as “Mr.
Republican” — isn't a “true con-
servative?”

That's right, according to
Hughes who contends the

incumbent has supported too

many tax increases — millages

for SMART and Oakland Com.
munity College, to nome two —
and allowed county government
to grow. nnd grow and grow.

Does the incumbent, asks the
challenger, really need two
deputiss? Especinlly when
there's only one vice president of
the United States?

“I was wondering if the execu-
tive needs a deputy at all,” said
Hughes,

Furthermore, Hughes asks,
does the county executive really
need a liaison to the southern
portion of the county?

Hughes is particularly critical
of Patterson for not showing up
at candidate nights such as the
one last month sponacred by the
Bloomfield Republican Women's

Timothy C. Hughes, challonger =

tional wisdom dictates that an ]

incumbent shouldn’t sharo the-

forum with an unknown chal-

lenger, lest in doing so give some |
stature,

But Hughes insists that by H
ducking him, Patterson is also?
shortchanging tho voters, Vatersy :
deserve to ace how the lncum--
bent answers some of the i lusuea.
ho raises, Hughes said,

Why, Hughes cited as un

Club.
“I und d what P
ia doing,” Hughes said. Conven-

See Hughes, A12 :
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(GREENSTONES
CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY SINCE 1923
528 Nosth Woodward ¢ Birmingham, M.

Considering investing in a Rolex?
Here are four good reasons to purchase your Rolex
from an Official Rolex Jeweler:

Chus Hopveadd
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* You can be absalutely certain that you are
getting an authentic Rolex.
* You'll get a2 Rolex warranty with our store’s
name on it, backed hy the renowned Rolex
service network.
* Only genuine Rolex parts and accessories
will be used to service your Rolex. -
* You will get the exper: service

only we can provide as an
Official Rolex Jeweter.

1 ¢ 4 Blocks North of Maple Rd. » 810-642-2650
Monday - Friday, 10:00-5:30 » Thursday until 7:00 ¢ Sacurday unsil $:00

ROLEX

me a blueberry pie eating contest toa mnplm( o Pmme Farmer's

Ginger Punch, youl satisfy your appetite for fun! - Visit our huge tasts

tent and sample historical fare from the 17608 che 19303. Enjoy carrot
jits gnd

Avgust 3& 4
Experience special exhibits and
reenactments. Dance to traditions]
African-American music. And listen
to moving storics depicting the
struggles end trivmphs of African
Americans during times of
enslavement and freedonn.

Pageant of Power

1 August 10-11

Get a close up book 8t mechanical
innovations that revolationized the
industry. Sce what makes them whir,
tick, rattle and hum. And discover
how power Jramatically influences
our lives every day.

Artrain Visit

August 31 - September 2 .
See world famous works from the |
Smithsonian aboard the nations’s only ]
traveling art museum-The Artrain!
Participate in interactive displays Z
throughout the train, Even create
your own piece of artwork!

Becoms a member |
Membership entitles you to a year of °.
unlimited admission and special g
members-only eventa. Join now by
calling (343) 27)-1620, ext. 216 and
enjoy aur Old-Fashioned Summer
Evening on July 27th,
Celebrating the

Spirlt of Innmﬂan E

Summer Festival i ponsaredby




