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Changes needed: A development
planned for the 13 Mile/Orchard
Lake roads needs some work if
it’s to be accepted by the Hills
Council. /A2

Saturday ls market day: The cold,
wet spring has cut down on the
fruits and vegetables usually
available at the DDA’s Farmers
Market./A3

She has the right: Sorry, Andy, but
Citizens of the Year do ride in the
Festival Parade around here./ A6

It's no contest: A Farmington
Hills teen has pleaded no contest
in a home invasion case./A4

School fix-up: Clarenceville’s
schools are in for a major renova-
tion./B6

All that Jaxz: Look for a special
guide to this weekend’s Jazzfest
in downtown Birmingham in
today’s paper. .

Summer baseball: Mike Fisher’s
late-inning heroics enabled the
South Farmington Blues 16-year-
old baseball team to defeat the
15-year-old Blues last week./1C

Auto report
Classifieds
Autos
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‘Would 1 send him again? | would’

the Flight 800 t

i &
BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFY WRITER
A sido note to the trogic story of
- 230 people killed on a flight that
exploded on the way to Paris didn’t
eacapo some Farmington Hills par-
ents.
Newe that @ TWA flight 800 car-
ried 16 high schouls studenta, n
teacher and chaperones from Mon-

Some Farmington Hills parents have a spe-
cial reason for following news reports o

edy. Their children

recently returned from a trip — on a jet
airliner — to France.

toursville, Pa, — who were en route
to France on a class trip — put s 4
forent light on a similar journey
their children took in May.

Twelve O.E. Dunckel Middle
School students went to Cergy,
France as part of o Back-to-Back
exchnnge .;)rogrnrn.

“It kind of hit home,” said Sue
Williams, whose son Andrew was

art of thu group. *He's been thero,
{o's Leen on n flight to Paxis.

“Yau think for a second, would 1
gend him again?, .. I would” -

Experiences their child would gain
from such a trip outwelgh the feara
of a remote chance a plane would
cvash, pa‘nita said,

Yet their thoughts are with the
parents in Montoursville, whose
children died in the crash,

*My greateat nightmare would be
to loso one of my children,” Williama
said,

Montoursville students spent two
years raising money for the trip to
France, roports raid. Bake sales

{:’ BRVENTY-FIVE CRNTS, |

T Carperation,

and car washea took place in ting
small community, which rallied
oround the excitement of its chils
dren going abroad. N |

Parerts and students at O.E;
Dunckel felt the samo type of excites
ment and anticipation days proceeds
ing their teip.

*It's juat thrilling,” sald Andrew
Willinms, 13. “The anticipation of
going to o whole new country [
haven't been to before, iU's a whole
now world.” .

Said anather student Knren
Doerr: I love the program o much

Put’iqftisnhaded
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led from the summer-sun'bya patriotic umbrella at Foamders Sports
andson Mark Lurﬁ?‘m‘xt iplay third buse forthe South Farmington Blues.
ease see the Sports Section, page CL. - : .7 R .
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Clerks: More
‘postage is due
on bigger ballot

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAYF WRITER

Farmington and Farmington Hills voters will have
some weighty decisions facing them in the Aug. 6 pri-

mory.

And according to the post office, some nbsentee vot-
ors haven't realized just how welghty.

*The firal day we received our absontec ballots (back

from voters in the mail), we had an $87 postage due ¢

bill,” said Farmington Hills City Clerk Kathy Dornan.
“We told the post office not to accept any more and to
send them back.”

Dornan, who 38 also int=zin. Sy manager, said the
absentee bnllots sny “affix the proper postage” on
them. In past clections, one first closs stamp was
encugh. But not this time,

*Beeanse it is o presidential election year, the ballot
is bigger,” she said. *One stamp ian’t enough.”

In Farmington, there have been no problems so far.

I think that's becnuse most of our absentee voters
bring them in,” anid Farmington Clerk/Treasurer
Patay Cantrell.

Dornan aaid the ¢ity can’t afford to pay the postage
due on all of the catimated ballots that would be
mailed back.
“That could be over $1,000,” she said.

Domnan said at this point ahe is not worried about

voters misaing out becauso their ballots were retumed .

poatage due. She said the post office simply returns
the ballots with the amount due, The abeentee voter
can then ndd the necessary postage and remail the
bailota. '

“We will pay the poatage due for nnything we
receive on the Monday or Tuesdsy (election day),”
Dornen said. "We don’t want someone’s vote not to
count because of the postage due.” : '

But in tho meantime, absentee votors should moke

aure they have enough postage on the buliuts, she .

About 1,700 absentee ballots out of nn entimated
8,500 have aiready boen received, sho said.

Money a priority for

Jorry Ellis

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAYP WRITER

Money and how to get it for the
City of Farmington Hills scemed to
be one of the biggest concerns for the
two candidates running for city
council,

Massic Kurzeja and Jorry Ellis
squared off in a forum sponsored by
the Council of Homeownors July 16.
The two are running for the scat

vacated by now-Mayor Aldo
g i. Kurzejn was appointed to
fill the sent until the Aug. 6 prima-

The winner will have to run again
in November of 1887,

Panelists Tom Baer, editor of the
Farmington Observer, and Jim
Stark, cditor of the Northwest
Gazotte, provided most of the ques-
tions, Bob Bruckner of COHA mod-
erated and rend questions from the
television nudience, The forum was
brondeast live beginning shortly
after 7 pan. .

Both candidates said with ‘the end
of now development, the ety would
have to become even more officient

A ————
B COUNCIL RACE

at spending money, getting grant
money and redeveloping whut is
here,

Ellis, an attarney and 21-year res-
ident, snid Farmington Hills was in
good financial shapo, but had gotten
there by financing its growth with
the resulting incrensed tax base,

“The problem is that as the price
of goods and services goes up, the
tax base is not likely to beeause we
are 98 percent developed,” Ellis said,
adding that rond money and eapitnl
improvement money would be run-
ning out by the end of 1867,

His solution would include rede-
veloping “declining” commercial
arons to improve the city while
incrensing the tax base, In addition,
new services would have to be sepa-
rately taxcd only if voters approved
or financed like the ice arena,
through bonds paid back with pro-
ceeds.

Sec COUNCIL, A2

Hills hopefuls

Massle Kurzeja

Election events licted

‘™ armington.aren voters take note: The fol-
jowing election-reluted events are coming

up In the near future:
& “The Ben Marks Shcw,” n cable TV program
on Time Warner’s Channel 12, will festure an

cans in the race for the staté house in the 87th
District, ot 9 p.m. Tuesdoy, July 23,

W At 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 24, the
‘two Farmington Hills City Council candidates,
‘Massic Kurzejn and Gerry Ellis, will participate
in'n debate at the Farmington Hiils City Hall, 41
Mile and Orchard Lake roads. The event is spon-
-ocred by the Farnaington Area Damocratic Club,

® On the following Tuesdny, -July 30, at 7:30
p.m,, the six‘candidates in’the 8%7th ‘District

interview with'Cathy Webb, one of four Republi-’

State House race — Republicans Terry Sever,’

- FARMINGTON FOCUS

Cnthy Webb, Andrew Ruczkowski and Linda
Tott 4 D 1 Christoph n

, an !
Steve Dibert — will debats in a forum at the
Furmington Hills City Holl. 8ponsor is Onkland
Arca League of Women Votars.

Both forums are apen to the public, and are
cablecast Jive on ‘Channel 8 on Time Warner,
the cable TV aystem for the Farmington area.
They will be rebroadcast several “times before
the election, o cable official said.

‘The eiections — the Demoeratic and GOP pri-
smaries and the Hills'Council race — will bo set-
‘tled Tuesday, Aug. 8.

na | nursing facility in Farmington Hills.

Applause for her!
L orenc Patel, a registered nurse, has been
named “Applause! Applausd!” winner for
July at Botsford Continuing Health Center, n

Hor hasis is ping p. * function-
al nbility and facilitating patient und family edu-
cation.

Patol and her husband, Rusty, live in Fenton.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington $8335; faxcd to 477-9722; or
dropped off at the newspaper office. For the com-
puter literate, the Internet E.nmiail address:
packy@oeoniine.com.




