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Meet an

Isuzu truck

that’s as
American as
you can get

By Anne Fracassa
Avxum NewsFeatures

Nn wonder you're all con-
fused;

Can you really buy a for-
cigngar or truck and call it
Amecfican?

Yep.

Hex'cs a vehicle that's got n
“foreign” name, but it’s really
all-, A)mencan

This Isuzu Hombre is 92
percent U.S./Canadian parts
contgnt, has a powertrain and
trangmission built here in the
U.S.2has a General Motors
platfgrm and is assembled in
Shregeport, La., at a General
Motgrs truck plant right
alongside the Chevrolet S-10,

~That’s more American than
the last Mercury I owned. The
remunmg 8 percent of the
Hombre is made by GM in
Brazi, by the way. Hence the
nnrng,l guess.

Isgzu pickup trucks have a
long history — and partner-
ship.—with General Motors.

sister to (.he §-10, it's rcnllv
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It dates back to 1871, when
GM started its mini-truck
product category and intro-
duced the Isuzu-built
Chevrolet LUV truck in the
Us.

More than 600,000 were
sold and owned by Americans
who probably thought they
were buying an “American”
truck. After all, it said
Chevrolet on the front quar-
ter panel, didn't it?

Although the Hombre'is a

quite ina

ways. The sculptured front
fascia and smoother fender
lines make it quite distinct
and different from the S-10.
It’s got a more aggressive
{front, as well,

The large headlamps give
the Hombre a sporty, fun-to-
drive luok. Even the réar tail-
gate, taillamps, side moldings
and wheelcovers aren’t
shared with its sister. 1 think
this truck looks cuter than
the S-10.

Yes, I said cuter. Some sta-
tistics say more than half of
the people who buy compact
trucks are women, 50 I can
say “cuter.”

The suspension on this
Hombre is impressive. There’s
a stiff feel, but it's very com-
fortable. It handles the rough-
est roads with ease and you
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won't have a headache from
the ride.

That nice ride comes from
a box-section ladder-type
frame with four bolted and
riveted crossmembers. It's got
front independent upper and
lower “A™ arms with coil
springs and rear, two-stage
springs handle load support

and add to the ride's comfort. -

The rear bed measures
72.6 inches by 56.6 inches.
That Lranslates into nearly 40
cubic feet of earge space, more
than enough to carry just
about anything you nced cart-
cd home. Towing capacity is
2,000 pounds - perfect for
those jet skis.

Power is adequate for a
truck of this size, This 118-
horsepower 2.2-liter in-line 4-
cylinder has a suphisticated
fuel injection system that pro-
vides improved cold starts,

reduced engine noise and
great fuel economy — 23 mpg
in tha city and 30 mpg on the

highway.
The only transmission
ilable is a 5-speed

with integral overdrive. All
Hombre models are 2 wheet
drive. That's a good choice
because industry statistics

.show 76 perecent of all light-

duty pickup use calls for 2-
wheel- drive applications,

There are two models to
choose from: An S that has
bench scats, or an upgraded
XS, which has a 60/40 split
bench seut. A driver's-side
airbag is standard in both the
S and XS.

The Isuzu Hembre XS is
equipped with quite a bit of
stuff usually reserved for the
option list on most small pick-
up trucks out there, like a
sliding rear window, cut-pile
carpeting, rear step bumper,
air conditioning, tachometer,
digital clock and an AM/FM
cassette stereo with four
speakers,

The Hombre is safe. Side-
impact door beams, 3-point
safety belts, 4-wheel anti-lock
brakes, a collapsible steering
column, side-guard door
beams, safety-cage construc-
tion, intermittent windshield
wipers, daytime running
lamps and roadside assis-
tance are there to protect you.

The Hombre also is
equipped with 100,000-mile
replacement spark plugs and
a maintenance-free battery.
The warranty is 36 manths or
50,000 mile limited basic; 60
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month, 60,000 mile limited
powertrain; and 72 month or
160,000 mile himited anti-cor-
rosion.

That’s all well and good.
But what you need to know
is, this mini-truck is solid,
functional and fun to drive. A
good choice for people who
appreciate those qualities,

1996 Isuru Hombre

Vehicle class: Small pickup.
Power: 2.2-liter in-linc 4-
cylinder engine.

Mileage range: 23 city / 30
highway.

Where built: Shreveport, La.
Base price: $12,063.
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True or False?

The radistor pressure cap on
your car is designed to main-
tain cooling system pressure
between 20 and 22 pounds per
square inch.

False! Most cooling sys-
tems operate between 7 and
16 pounds. The system acts
like a pressure cooker, which
permits water to boil at a tom-
perature higher than the nor-
mal 212 Degrees F. A hotter
running engine, within speci-
fied limits, is a more efficient
engine. .

The pressure cap, which
serves un Lthe safety valve of
the system, should be check
periodically to be sure it is
keeping preasure within
range.
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* AMFM Cassena
« Full Size Spare
* And Much More!

» Alr Conditioning  » Power Mirrors
« Powar Windows  * Tilt Whee!
» Power Locks « Dual Air Bags

» Power Steering +Tilt & Cruise
* Power Brakes
» Automatic

« Deluxe Tiara Conversion
« AM/FM Sterelo « And Much Morel
» Conversion Appearance Packag_r

NEW 1996 DODGE INTREPID

NEW 1296 DODGE CARAVAN | NEW 1996 NEON HIGHLINE I
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