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Spreading good cheer: Several
Farmington-area girls are getting
the chance of a lifetime, and they
get to see the Olympics, too./A3

Sheriff candidates: The race for
Oakland County sheriff is a hot
one in the Republican circle, and
we've got their views on issues
facing the law enforcement com-
munity. The winner in the Aug. 6
election will face off in Novem-
ber’s general election against the
winner of the Democratic con-
test./C7,8

The Observer says . . .: So who is
the Farmington Observer endors-
ing in that red-hot State House
race? What about the county sher-
iff’s primary? The answers can be
found on the editorial page./A8

Letter tipl: Observer readers have
outdone themselves endorsing
their favorites in the House
race./A89

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT-
At the 200: The Detroit Zoo leads
the way into the 21st Century
with the $8.2 million Wildlife
Interpretive Gallery, the only
facility of its kind in the

world. /81

Winding down: Farmington sum-
mer baseball players are finish-
ing the regular seasons and
heading into tournament
play./C1

It's Incrediblel: Players in the
Girls Incredible Fast Pitch Soft-
ball League provide plenty of
action./C1

AT

Gateway Garden: Explore a New World
with the Gateway Garden, which is
being dedicated this weekend at the
University of Michigan./Section D
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I ysu'ss
city of Farmingt
put on the corre
the city will pay
postage due,

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STArF WRITER

Farmington Hills doesn't want to
confuse poatal workers, but they are
asking them to deliver postage due
ballots to the city.

At Monday’s regular mecting, the
council voted 6-0, with Councilman
Jon Grant absent, to pay the postage

* dus on absontee ballots for the Aug.

ot Hills would like you to
ct postage -— 56 cents. But
for ballots that arrive

6 primary.

"At the beginning of month resi-
dents are getting their tax bill,” said
Councilman Terry Soever, a state
house candidate himself in tho pri-
mary. “Asking for the additional
postage is not a good PR muvo for
us.”

The primary ballote were sent to
absentee voters with the instruction
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Hills to pay postage on ballots

ito “afflx the proper postage,” said

ity Clerk Knthy Dornan. In moat
past primaries, ona 32 cent stamp
would have donoe the job.

But with a larger ballot in the
preaidential olection year, it takes
65 cents to mail in the ballot.

Dornan saig the city had paid $87
in postago due the first day the
abscntoe ballote came in. She
inutructed the post office to return
the ballots to voters so they cculd
add the extra 23 cents,

House eandidate Linda Jolicoeur
offered to pay the difference late laat
week.

*One womon told me sho was so

£ swem-rveces

angry shs wantsd to tear the wheln
thing up.,” Jolicocur sanid. *I
promised her I would do anything I
can to meke it easier for her and
other senjora.”

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi amid he
approciated Jolicoour’s offer, but
added that tho =ity should handle
the situation.

Dornan said if ko city paid all of
the pastago due for absentseos, it
could amount to more than $1,000.
But Councilwoman Nancy Bates
said that would be cheaper than
some alternatives.

onnector

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
BTAFF WRITER

The effort-to allevinte traffic con-
gestion in Oakland County contin-
uca Friday when Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT) offi.
ciale kick off the second phase of
construction for the Haggerty Road
Connector.

The total project, which Is expect-
ed to cost approximately $70 million
for ian alone, is i d
to be completed by the year 2000
provided funding is available,

according to Haggerty Connector
Assistant Project Managor Victor
Encino,

_The first phase of the project was
completed in the October 1894 and
now carrics motorists from the inter-
changes of 1.96, 1-275, 1-898 and M-
to 12 Mile Road, just west of Hag-

rty. Phase I included the construc-
tion of 12 miles of ramps and multi-
lanc connector rondway and seven
new bridges. .
The caremony for Phase II is
scheduled for 10 a.m. Friday on the
Heggerty connector bridge over 12
Mile Road in Novi. State and local

officials, including keynote spenker
Robert Welke, Director of MDOT,
are d to attend the :

Phase I construction will extend
an cight-lane boulevard style road-
way with Michigan turnarounds
from 12 Mile Road north to 14 Mile

- Road between Haggerty and Mead.

owbrook Rond, MDOT office engi-
necr Molly Grabowski said.

Slated for completion in 1889,
tho second phase includes 11 miles
of new pavement, 11 ramps and
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New name, oWner
T hat lite stord just west of the Civic The-
atre has a new name (Bead Bohemia) and
a now cwner (Leslie Oglesby).

The name of the business was incnrrectly list-
od in the Farmi: Founders Festival guide
published in the July 8 Observer. The shop used
to bo known sa Ying Yang.

Elsction events coming up
armington-area voters take note: The fol-
lowing election-related evonts are coming

up in tha near fature; g

W *The Ben Marks Show,” a cable TV program

.on Time _anr‘- Channel 12, will feature an
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interview with Linda Jolicoeur, one of four
Ropublicans in the race for the State House in
the 37th District at 6:30 p.m, Friday, July 26.

. On the following Tuesday, July 30, at 7:30
p.m., the six candidates in the 37th District
State House raca — Pepublicans Terry Sever,
Cathy Webb, Linda Jolicoeur, and Democrats
Carl Christoph and Stove Dibert — will partici-
pate in a debate nt the Farmington Hills City
Hall, 11 Mile and Orchardrlia.lm‘l'uan. e

- 2

forum, open to the public, will be cablecast live
on Channe) 8 on Time Warner, the coble TV sys-
tem for the Farmington area.

® “Rappin’ with the Senator and Steve,” a
fundraiser for House Democratic candidate
Steve Dibert, will bé held at 8 p.m. Wednesday,
July 81, at the Botsford Inn on Grand River
northwest of Eight Mile Road, State Sen. Gary
Peters, D-Pontinc, will speak. Coat is $25 per
person. Call 316-9688 to RSVP.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 33411 urand River,
Farmington 46335; faxed to 477.9722; or
dropped off at the newspaper office. For the com-
puter literate, the Internet E-mail address:
packy@oranline.com.
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