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Why Spain?:
History, people
worth long visit

should have expected the guestion, “Why
Spain?”

That scemed to be the common refrain about
Spain (Yo lo siento) before I left with my wife,
dnughter and nephew for the sunny Mcditer-
ranean.

1 aupposc my interest started more than 20
yenrs ago when I took Spanish in college.

"|. Between the language drills and verb conjuga-

tion exercises, my professors spend a lot of time
talking about the history and culture of land

. that sent forth Columbus.

My wife Susan had traveled to E\Irnpu during
a-college summer, but Spain waan't between
Paris and Rome. After a wonderful trip to Ire-

" land o few yenrs ago, we were mndy to cross the

AtGRIE again,

Aftor-the long crossing; we were tired but
wired when we landéd in Barcelona on a late
Catalunian morning. We found our luggage and
our rental cur and proceeded to Spain's second
largest city, and cne that consfders itsolf in lan-

- gunge, culture and politics, yuite apert from the

rest ol the country,
After finally finding our hotel in the outskirts,
we felt quite npart from any country and slopt.
Once recovered, we were rewarded with a
vibrant, sometimen rainy, evening of street per-
formers and the smell of seafood nlang the Ram-
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Lane sweats orchestra’s details

B Karen Nixon Lane has
found that music theory
is only part of beiny an
orchestra’s director.
Some lesser tasks are
part of the composition.

BY MARY RODRIQUR
STATY WRITER

Karen Nixon Lanc
is a one woman band
in the world of
orchestra conduct-

ng.

An musle director of tho Farming-
ton Aren Philharmonic Orchestra,
Lano doea the fundraising, prints
tho program books, paints the
sconory and swoats all the dotails.
Shoe gostures a pinch botween two
fingers to indicate the amount of
time she gets to devets to her truo
love, conducting.

“My miasion is to got cnough
money raised to bo frce to concon-
trato on the ereative stuff,” she anid.

Lane first ventured into the world
of musie at age 11, when she took up
accordion at her grandfather'a
request. By 14, she was a national
champion.

At Livonia Franklin High School,
she played French horn in the
marching band. That continued to
be her carcer instrument at School-
eraft College and then at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, where she
majored in music performance.

*Leonard Smith, the conductor of
the Detroit Concert Band, gave mo
my firet chance ns a professional
musician,” said Lane

She describes the expericncs of
performing six concerte a weok, with
only one rehcuraul per week, “just
what In

As the first womnn to play princi-
ple horn with the Detroit Concert
Band, she quickly made a name for
herselfl and carved out a busy career,
Later she played principle horn with

Musle maker: Karen Nixon Lane is willing to do the leg wiork for. the Farmington Area
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Philharmonic Orchestra in order to make music. “My mission is to get enough money raised
to be free to concentrate on the creative stuff,” she says.

the Michigan Opera Theatre for 13
years,

It was near the end of her atint
wllg MOT that Lane went back to U
of M.

*I wanted to take some music the-

Sho naked the professor if she
could sit in on his classes, and he
obliged on condition she edit and
waord process a book he was publish-
ing on conducting., Today she ia a
co-‘guthgr of the almost ready for

ory and I ot ints the maszters pro.
gram,” she gaid, “They made me
take ensemble. I got hit with a
thunderbolt. Tho conductor was so
different from every other conductor
1 had ever worked with, It made me
feel like a musician again and to
remember why I went into music.”

50% Oft

When Lano decided to try her own
hand at conducting, her attitude
was “you don't need experience.
Justdo it.”

And plunge in she did, Lane's
first experience behind the baton

was eond\.ctms Beethoven’s Tth .

Sympheny for a school audience.

“It came off like a charm.”

She won tho conducting depart-
ment award at U of M, carned her
master's and apecialist in music
degrees and graduatad magna cum
laude in 1503,

“I quit MOT, gave up horn wbn
and got out of school,”

She came up with the idea of
starting o community orchestra and
solected Farmingtous as the venue:
The Farmington srea Philharmonio

Assisted Living

Alzheimer's and other dementias
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Basic and Skilled Nursing Special Care Unit

Physical, Occupational, Speech,
Restorative, Respiratory Therapy

Sub-acute services, Short term
rehabilitation

Rachwaod Inn and Borden Court
An O‘Ider‘Adult Health Care Community

3500 W. South Bivd., Rochester Hills

Hair Salon, 1ce Cream Parlour,
Movie Theater, Guest Room,
Restaurant, Gift Shop,

Social and Religious Activities
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