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All-Star p

BY LAURIE HOMPHREY
BTAFF wl?-ﬂg!
everal Fermington-area
girls are gotting the
chance of a lifatime,
::od thoy get to see the Olympics,

“Ta be able to go . . . it's such
an experience,” eaid Julie
Glover, 17, a senior at Farming-
ton High School. She is one of six
Farmington High School atu-
dents invited to perform at Coca-
Cala Park in Atlanta for the
1896 Olympics crowd,

Glover is part of the Michigan *

All Star Toam, a select group
pom pon girle chosen from across
the state. The annual trycuta to
becomo one of the olite are rigor-
ous, nnd the competition is
tough.

“These girls are cxceptional,”
said Karen Blazaitis, creator of
the Mid-Amevican Pom Organi-
zation, *They come from all over
the state, They are the cream of
the crop on their high school
teams.”

The 200.member group has
performed for the Citrus Bowl in
Florida, the Ficata Bowl in Ari-
zona, the Michigan Parade in
Lansing, the St. Patrick's Day
Parade in Chicago, for Detroit
Piston’s games...even the 1993
Presidential Inaugural Parade.

“(But) this will be an experi-
ence they will nevar forget,” said
Blazaitis,

“They will get to perform for
an international crowd, which is
something we’ve never done
before, It's aomething that's
always been a dream of mine.”

While there are more than 200
high schoolers which belong to
Michigan's All Star Team this
yeoar, Blaznitis will only take
nbout 80 to the Qlympiz perfor-
mance. .

One reason is money, seid

'Blazaitis, also of Farmington
Hills. “It's somewhat expensive.”

All girls were given the choice
of whether to go, and the oppor.
tunity to fund raise. .

So if you're an All Star, have
$850 and havo no plans for the
week of July 23, you were on a
bus to Atianta to perform at the
Coca-Cola Park.

“We'll also be down there when
thoy shoot a commercial,” said
Glover, “But I don't know if we'il
bein it."

Farmington High Scheol
senfors Lauren Helisek, 17, and
Katie Seed, 17, will join Glover
at the international showing.
will 1996 Farmington High

.School graduates Tracey Fin-
layson, 17, Kelly Smith, 18 and
Nicole Berling, 18.

*“T don't know what to expect,”
responded Lauren Helisek, when
asked if she was nervous. “I
won’t know until T get down
thero.”

Olymplc foet: left to right Lisa Gutman, Harriso: ol
Sinith, Lauren Helisek, and Amy Fricdman, Harrison High Scheol, Also

But if the ¢rowds don’t make
the group nervous, nothing
should.

After hours of practicing their
four Toutines, they know them
by hoart. .

And just to make dure, the

group performed for Coca-Cola’

Park representatives when they
arrived Wednesday,

*If we don't know it, we don't
perform (today),” said Seed.

The All Stars are divided into
four groups. Each group is
assigned four routines to be per-
for;ed the same day, back-to-

The rest of the time, they will
sight see and take in a girls
Olympic soccer game for work
well done.

And Cindy Helisek, Laurcn's

om pon ¢

mother, said pom pons is work,
especially for the three All Stars
still in high school. Not only are
they practicing for their Olympic
debut, they also have to know
their high school routines for
competition.

*They've been practicing every
morning from 7:30 to 10 a.m. (far
the Farmington High School
team) since they got out of school
June 8,” she soid.

In addition, the trio practices
for the Atlanta showing at home
and have had three three-hour
sessions with the entire All Star
group.

Those practices are centrally-
lacated however since the team
comes from all over the state.

“There is no time for fixing,”
said Cindy Helisek. “They have

Haggerty
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upgrading five existing bridges
as part of the $23.6 million por-
tion of the project.

MDOT is also planning con-
struction on 13 Mile Road in
cooperation with the City of

Novi to improve 1.3 miles of

¢cross roads.

The Hoggerty Connector has
been a key priority for Gov.
John Engler as part of the Build
Michigan program. The connec-
tor was designed to eliminate
traffic congestion on Haggerty
Road and 12, 18, and 14 Mile
roads and improve traffic safety

ditions with less ted

froeways,

Phase III, the final phase of
the project, will begin north of
14 Mile Road and link the inter-
change from Maple Rond and
Welch Road at Maple to Pontiac
Trail. Maple Road will be recon-
structed as a boulevard from
west of Welch to 1,000 feet enst
of Laura Lane and Pontiac Trail
will be reconstructed as a five-
lane rondway {rom Big Trail
Rond to Haggerty Road, includ-
ing the intersaction, .

“The Haggerty Connoctor will
provide Onkland County resi-
dente with the infrastructure
nended to support the tremon-
dous economic boom in this
aren,” according to Wolke. “This
project will play a vital role in
the continucd growth and devel-
opment of Oakland County es it
carrios people to their homes,
businessca and places of employ-

traffic off of the freeways and
onto the Mile roads.

*“Currently there's no access to
southern Oakland County for
five miles (between Novi and
Orchard Lake roads),” McNichol
said.

West Bloomficld Township
Supervisor Jeddy Hood is
pleased with the construction
project thus far.

*I really do see a differcnee in
the traffic patterns,” Hood said.

According to Hood, some of
the traffic flow from 14 and 15
Mile roads, which would nor-
mally go cast to the Lodge Free-
way, is going west to Haggerty
to M-5 to 1-696.

“1 think when it reaches it's
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mont.”
According to MDOT Trans-

portation Planner Hugh McNi- .

chol, the connector will help
busineas growth by facilitating

final d , we will see a
change in the traffic flow,” Hood
said. “I'm excited to sce it mov-
ing on,” she said, adding that it
gives drivers a choice,

Farmington Hills Director of
Publio Services Tom Binsell said
the connector wauld not only
help Hills residents, but anyone
trying to go north through the
community.

“I think the community has
been waiting for a iong time for
this,” he anid. “It will not only
help residents on the west side
of the city, but I think it will
cnse traffic on Orchard Lake
and Northwestern, which will
help the whe community.”

Farmington Observer reporier
Wiliiam Coutant contributed to
this report.

Fraud is topic of brearfast discussion

in, PLC,

‘Morof Shoplow Wai

a F.
Hills CPA and consulting firm, will host a free

on D

ing white collar

Employce cmbezzlement {a one of the most com-
mon crimes in today’s socicty. The breakfast will
be held from 7:30-9:30 o.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 6,
at the Skyline Club, 2000 Town Center Driver,

to learn it on their own and be
able to perform.”

The girls are staying at the
University of Georgia, 40 miles
away from the Olympies site.

rew sparks Olympic cheer

)

Also attending, but performing
on different teams, wili be Horri-
son High School students Amy
F’xl'iedman, 17, and Lisa Gutman,
17.

STAT? FEOTO BY BIUECN LEMITVX.

n High School; Farmington High School, Katie Seed, Nicole Berling, Tracey Finlayson, Kelly
performing at the Olympics but not pictured is Julie Glover.

There are a number of stu-
dents going from Farmington
Hills' Mercy High School also,
but there names were not avail-
able.
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RAISE YOUR
FUN FACTOR

Rlo Tunic with
back pant.

$68.

Style for the fun of it
with separates from
Dominus D. Ottoman

matching bootleg xip

Black, §-M-L, each

Jacobsons

Suite 2800, Southfield. Limited senting is avail:
able. For roaervations plense contact Kendall
Mercier ot B55-8200.

erime. -
They will profile emberxlers, give an insight into
who they ure what they know, what motivatas
them, some methods they use, and some steps to
* tcke to prevent tham.
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