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Testing needed to check lead problems

Q: In pl ing a major r
of our pre-1978 constructed home,
what needs to be considered
regarding lead (Pb) in existing
painted surfaces?

A’ Your inquiry is certainly timely
and of growing interest to homeowners,
due to the new federal regulations
related to disclosure of lead (Pb) in pre
1978 housing, which are scheduled to
go into effect this year.

The U.S. E.P.A. has recently issued
final rules (published 3-6-96 in the Fed-
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eral Register) regarding the discl
of lead based paint in residential houa-
ing. E.P.A. and Consumer Protection
studies suggesat that exposure to deteri-
orating lead-bascd paint, lead in soils
and dust are scveral of the major
sources of human, exposure to lead.
Consequently, the provisions of the
E.PAs final rules for Lead Paint Hax.
ards in Housing are intended to provide
the consuming public specific informa-
tion reganding the potential for n lend
hazard exposure in their home environ-
ment.

Prior to a specific limitation on the
quantity of lead used in the composi-
tinn of paini being instituted in 1978,
lead was n very common component of
both interior and exterior painta. Flak-

ing paints and duat from wear on high
contact arcns (door and window frames)
are the two common areas of high
P tial for lead exp

However, in your s .«cific case, where
major remodeling activitiy is anticipat-
ed, there does exiat the probability that
various remodeling tasks may create a
lead hazard. Those remodeling activi-
tiea usually include demolition, scrap-
ing, grinding or sanding of exiating
painted surfaces (both interior and
exterior).

The only way to ascertain whether
your project may be impacted by the
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existing lead paint regulations ia by a
definitive testing program for lead on
tho suspect materials. Once the testing
has confirmed the presence (or absence)
of lead, then bath you and your selected

ciation at 810-335-3232. Questions can
be mailed to “Lot’s Remodel,” 2187
Orchard Lake Road, Suite 103, Sylvan
Lake, MI 48320.

contractor can preparc a r
cost effective solution to dealing with
any paints known to contain lead.

bl ‘A % arc provided by s of
the MRA, the local chapter of the
National Association of the Remodeling

1d have Ind Mo boare 3o ¥end asin

In addition, older homes sh
the plumbing (especially the potable
water piping) reviewed for potential
sources of lead exposure,

Mark Mastrangel, president, Control
Enginecering & Technology Inc.,
Franklin, (810) 338-8388.

For your home improvement ques-
tions or a copy of our roster book con-
tact Gayle Walteys, exsecutive director of
NARLThe Michigan Remodeling Asuo-
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contractors, manufacturers, whole-
salers, consultants and lenders repre-
senting all facets of residentinl and
light commercial! remodeling.

‘M s also q on
“Construction Talk” with Murray Gula
on WEXT-AM 1340, 1-2 p.m. Saturdays,
Call in your questions at 810-544-1340,

Learn silk arrangements

Bring your own container to McFar-
land florist and garden shop, or buy
one from McFarland’s coliection, and

Grand River, Farmington Hills. Call
McFarland at (810) 442-7336 for more

infor

watch as award-winning designer
Jerome Raska designs o custom silk
arrangement for your homo or office.
The seminar will take place 11 =.m.
to 3 p.m. Tuesday, July 30, at 28916

(810) 399-2311

- 21930 Wyoming * Oak Park
IMISTRICT

LTD.

140 W, SUMMIT
MILFORD, M! 48381
1-800-701-6767

. “Make your okf deck iook new again widy
Orpanikiea™ wood preservative, *

This is a great opportunity to learn
and be amared 2s your silk selections
come L iife ot the hanas of McFar-
land’s nationally meognized designer.

Let Us Help You With
Your Building Or
Remodeling Plans
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