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ie Chan returns in ‘Supercop’

 MOVIES -

dubbing (with Chan doing hia
own vocal work) hasn't Improved

from a hills{de onto o train and

virtually every shot during the
falling ofF a bus onto the hood of

Jnckie Chan finds himaelf i a
stunt scenes g0 that we know t's

thia year has prompted not only

P11 1 s [T an n multi-picture contract lo make
TICKETS enviable pesi- new Mlma in Amorica, but the it much hero.The film was really him.In one of *Suporcop's® o speeding uportscar.Yet for all  Chan, whoso most-impressive .
PLEASE tlor. Where rerelease of enrlier Hong Kong known overaeas na “Police Story most harrowing atunts, Chan I8 its excitement, “Bupercop” is a  stunt ever may be his well-tiﬁ ed
5 moRt nctors hita, “Supercop,” which opencd  3," with Chan reprising his role suapended from a rope ladder bit of a letdown afler “Rumble,” leap to America right before iﬂn
grow older with  laat weck, wos actunlly made ns n hot dog Hong Kong police bencath a helicopter high above which boasted a simple story native Hong Kong revertyto: -
onch film. the back in 1982.And while it'n not  officer nsaigned to the toughest the city. Tho helicopter dips to  laced with elnburatu{y chore- Chinese rule next year. He's cur- .
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“Rumble in the Bro

43-year-old mar-

stor will netual-
ly grow younger

fow relenses.
Ancient Hong

Chan's surprise
auccess

NELS aupeT-

his next

secret? No.

with
nx™ enrlier

ane of his most MMuid bite of work,
it delivers what Chan fans crave:
denth-defying stunts performed
by the master himsell

1 first caught “Supercop” in a
Cantonese-language version
from my locnl Asian video store.
The plot, in which Chan goes
undercover to infiltrate n gang of
drug amugglers, didn't moke
much scose then and slapdnah

cases.

Here the job involves breaking
a mon out of prison and fighting
bad guys atop o speeding train,
Sure, “Mission Impossible” did
some of the same things, and
with considerable more pizzazz,
but Chan is out there risking his
neck with each challenging
stunt. He makes sure the cam-
craman gets a shot of his face in

place him within the path of a
apeeding steam train,

‘The movie continues to display
Chan’s formula for success, mix-
ing comedy with heart-pounding
action. Though he has mnde over
30wmnovies, success in America
eluded him until earlier this
year, when tho 1886 action come-
dy *Rumble {n the Bronx"
brought favorable compnrisons
to Bruce Lec and Buster Keaton.
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In p p," Chan nctually
shares some of the limelight
with co-star Michelle Yech, who
has established herself in Hong
Kong as his female counterpart,
She has perhaps the film's two
best stunts, riding a motorcycle

ographed action acenes.

Do the producers of this
dubbed version really think that
the addition of rap music on the
soundtrack will really increase
Chan's American appeal?Even
the clesing credits, where Chan
typically shows outtakes and
flubbed stunts, don’t pulse,
backed by a lame version of
“Kung Fu Fighting” sung by Tom
Jones.

Blame some of this on Stanley
Tong, the stuntman-turned.
director who was obviously atfl)
cutting his tecth on “Supercop.”
The two worked together again
on “*Rumble” and the recently
completed “Thunderbolt,” a race

vently at work on a project with
Weeloy Snipes, o cross-cultural

‘buddy mavie which will hopeful-

1y turn out better than it sounds,

In the meantime, Chan fans
can feast on two snon‘tiﬁ%b‘i
veloased films from the recént
archives, “City Cop,” a serioun
police drama, will be released

this fall along with the supetior
*Drunken Master I11,” perhhps -
the mont fully-renlized ol‘ch?‘n’a -

exercises in comedy kung fu.

John Monaghan welcomes ybm’- .

colls and commenta. Tb leave him

a voice mail mesaage, dial (313)

963-2047 on a touch-tone phbne,
matilbox 1866.
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