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Reul estate bricfs features news and
notes on profunanal associations,
office

REAL ESYAYE BRIEFS

BMortgage workshops
nou Mortgngu presonts free, no

and seminars, new nrulu'lpmducfl
and consumer publications.
. Write: Real eatate briefs, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft Road, Livonii

“Avoiding Trag-

i: Mistokea Whon Shopping for a

Mortgage,” Monday, Aug. 26, at Frco-

dom Hill County Pnrk. 16000

Metropolltnn Parkway oast of
in

481,
Our fax number is (313) 591 7279.
HHome buyers seminar

ling Hoights, and
Tuesday, Aug. 27, at International
Buainess Conter, 3000 Nine Mile
cnst of Novi Road in Novi,

_nYicky Love, )

with Tranex anncinl. and Kimberly
Harris, a Realtor with Century 21
Hnrtfm-d present a free home buyers
seminar 6:30-8:30 p.m, Tucsday, Aug.
8, at the Farmingten Library, 23500
Liberty, one block south of Grand
River, one block west of Farmington

ad,

Topics include how to avoid com-
mon buying mistakes, determining
‘how much house you can afford, find-
ing the right house, negotinting the
beat deal, buying with littlo eash and
‘how to avercome bruised it
- For resorvations, call Love at (810)
357 0386,

lNeumnnnISmuh project

. Kenneth Neumann/Jocl Smith and
Aunncmtea in Southfield has been
commiesioned to develop & master
p]nn for improvemonts and expan-
sion of facilities and grounds on the
llo-ncrs cnmpun at anmnw '1\:ch-

. The pltm will oxpund on a site

‘o ntudy completed in a 1893 reflectiva

pmct{m studio led by visiting profes-
sor of architecture, Gunnar Birkorts,

“We have enjoyed n past relation-

ship with Neumann/Smith in the

expansion of the engineering

resoarch complex,” said Charlea M,

Chambers, LTU president.

* *“We look forward to renewing our
nesoctation with a firm whose work
is highly regarded throughout this
area, and are even proudnr that
many La who

Both i run 6:30-7:30 p.m,

“By tho cnd of the seminar, poople
should have a protty good iden how
to save monoy as well as how to sim-
plify tho home buying process,” said
Tim Ross, president of Ross Mort-
gage.

For roservations, call (810) 968-
1800.

EConstruction association moves
The Construction Association of
Mlchlgan hau moved to 1625 S.
Bl field Hills from

owned offices in Michigan including
Plymouth, Livonia, Westland, Lath-
rup Village, Clnrlmtun, Bnrmmgham.
West Bloomficld, Troy, Rocheater and
Bloomfield. The company has about
800 agenta,

HAvolding Liability

The Real Estate Investors Associa-
tion of Onkland pregents a dinner

fc on licati of

forfoituro casea for landlords when
tenants use proparty for illsgal pur-
posea 7 p.m. Fridoy, Aug. 8, at the
Amorican Legion Hall in Royal Oak,
1816 Rochester Road.

Spoaker: Steve Kaplan, asaistant
prosecutor, Macomb County.

Cost is $13 for members, $23 for
non-members, For rescrvations, call
{800) 747-6742 by Aug. 6.

Wlicensing classes
The Birmingham Bloomfield
Roch South Oakland Associn-

The msw telephone number is

(810) §72-1000, the main fax (810)" how

972-1001.

‘The associstion recently complated
ronovations to the 22,000-square-foot
building originally designed and
occupied by the architectural firm of
Smith & Schurman Associates.

‘The work ndded a number of fea:
tures including a training center,
apacious plan room with atrium
lighting, two rooma and

hon of Renltors offers o serirs of six-

one af which must be comploted by
Oct. 31 to fulfill stato real estate
licensing requirements,

Each session goes 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.

Upcoming seminars are slated for
Tuesday, Aug. 20, Walsh College,
3838 Livernois, Troy; Wednesday,
Sept ll and Saturday, Sept., 21,
Center, 201 W. Big Bcavm-,

Europenn-styled administrative
offices.

“Located about a quarter mile
north of Square Lake Road, tho area
is easily accessible from l‘lS o8 well
a8 othor major arteries liko Wood-
ward Avenuo and Telegraph Road,”
said Thomas Wickorsham, CAM
chairman and treasurer for Roncelli
of Sterling Heighta.

ERonl Estate One
Real Estate One, hnudquux’mred in
Fi Hills, has again been

constitute an astonishing 60 percent
of their employees, have contributed
to thia success,” he said.

Gwathmey Siegel & Associates
Architects of Now York also will work
on the study.

included among the nation’s 350
Jargest residential brokerage firms
by newaletter Real Trends.

Real Estate One ranked 28th
among mega-brokers with 9,498 resi-
dential closings in 1995.

Real Estate One has 30 company-

'l‘my, and Wednesday, Sept. 25, Stan-
dard Fodoral Bank, 2600 W. Big
Beavar, Troy.

Cost ia $35 per session. To regis-
g;.u:):nll Carole Kowalik at (810) 879-

HApartment management
Lat Technological Uni

Y
sponsors o sories of workshops on
apartment management and review
of the registered apartment manage-
ment certification 2:30-5:30 p.m.

Thursdaye Sept. 5-Dec. 12 on campus
in Southfield,

Topica include risk management,
marketing rental housing, planning
for development management, finan-
cial management and maintenance.

Fee is $396. To register, call Karen
Piontek at (810) 204-4020

Checklist tells how to pick best
shade trees for landscaping

‘Bv J RopgrT Nuss
Fon Tux AssoctaTen Press  +

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) _
Beenuse most residential proportics
can only accommodate a fow large
specimen shade trees, it makes good
senso to atart with a quality tree.

To select a specimen shade tree,
use tho following checklist:

‘M Look for a fairly straight trunk
and’ symmetrical crown. The initinl
growth sots the pattern for all future
growth,

@ No branches should extend from
the trunk at more than a 45-degree
angle. Removal of these branches
mwight alter the erown density and
symmetry.

@ The tree should have a single
central leader. Multiplo stems on 2
young tree will result in splitting as
the competing leadera mature.

@ Inapect the tree for damage to
the trunk. Discolored, sunken or
swollen areas indicate trouble. Avoid
treea with visible borer damage
(small holes in the trunk), sunscald
(discolored patches), frost cracks or
missing bark.

M Note whether pruning cuts have
callused over. Fresh cuts indicate a
recently shaped tree pruned to
appeal to customers. Always check
under the tree wrop applied in the
sales arca.

@ Avoid trees with branches that
cross over or have narrower-than-
usual crotches for the species. Avoid
trees that have a great number of
branches close together on the trunk.
Such branches will be weak and cre-
ate pruning problems later.

B Check the tree's height and root
ball size against ita caliper to sce if
the tree is in proportion:

1 1/2-inch caliper tree should be 10

to 14 feot tall with a 20-inch mini-

mum root ball.

2-inch caliper tree should be 12 to
16 feet tall with a 24-inch minimum
root ball,

3+inch caliper tree should be 14 to
18 feot tall with a 32-inch minimum
root ball.

M Check that the trunk is contered
in the root ball, Avoid trees that are
more than 10 percent off-center. Such
trees may be missing part of the root
system.

® Individual roota should be no
wider than the average finger. If
heavy roots have been cut in the dig-
ging operation, it could mean that
most of the absorbing root system ia
still in the nursery and the tree will
have difficulty establishing a new
root syatem in the landscape site.

B If tho treo is container-grown,
knock it out of the pot to see whether
it is pot bound. A tight masa of roots
may not extend into the backfill soil
after planting. Heavy mature roots in
the container will not establish as
readily as young, white, actively
growing roots,

W Remember that no matter how
carefully you select a treo, if you
have not matched its needs to those
of the site, tha trco wzll nlwnys be u

overall qunhtles cf the tree before lt
is planted, I find that many individu-
als place trecs too close to other
plants, buildings, and wires because
they ore unaware of the growth
potential of the plant, which later
becomes a burden to both the owner

and the community.

It’s OK to have a brown, unwatered lawn

SEATTLE (AP) _ So you think
you're green? What color is your
lawn?

Evor sinco the drought of 1892
hrought wataring roatrictions to
many aroas sround Puget Sound,
brown has been the color of choice for
a lot of homeownera.

The advantages include avoiding
high summertime water rates; free-

dom from the tyranny of moving -

aprinklors all the time; and release
from tho mowing ritunl,

*It's all part of nature's cycle,” Jan
Augustin said of her brown lawn,
which sho used to wator religiously
until the 1892 dmuahL

Another brownie, in the North
Creck arca of Bothell, said he decid-
ed not to bother with' his lawn

use I've got two pro-tecn daugh-
teu. and I've got enough troublsa.”

-'Nancy Brown, a volunteer master
girdener at the King County Caoper-
ative Extonsion eervice, snid she scl-
dﬂm ‘heara from people worried about

their khaki-colored grasa.
*] think most pcoplu whao live hero

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, in a
random tour of a dozan Seattle
hoods, found brown lawns

realize this is what L that a
lawn goes dormant,” she said.

‘And it's good to leave them thnt
way,” shv added, sinds Iv takes "z
heck of a lot of water” to make »
brown lawn green again.

Not everyone, hawever, is willing to
sacrifice that lush, evergreen look,

*It's kind of a pndu of ownership
thing, to keep it looking its best,” said
Scattle homeowner Randy Reilly.

Like most green-lawners, Reilly
‘snid he waters only at night, when
moro water reaches the grass roots,

Some arens apparently arc more
prone than others to pursue the
green-lowa ideal.

*“The more upscale suburban neigh-
borhoods will maintain green lawns
at any cost,” said Chuck Pavlich, a
nursory supervisor. Some suburban

oven have

all over. Without drawing conclu-
afuuu. lt noted thut ynrd mznu

ATTENTION BUILDERS
GET IT SOLD QUICK

Hire the Most Successful CENTURY 21 Agent in
Michigan 1989-1996... Over $80,000,000in Sales!

SANDY NORMAN
$10,000,000 MAN

Congratulations to Sandy Norman for sales exceeding $10,000,000
in real estate in the First Six Months of 1936 and placing in the Top 10
In the Country (7/1/96).

CENTURY 21 Broker in the World, CENTURY 21 Town & Country.
6428100 Hirethe BestorHirethe Rest! 9010203

YOUR HOUSES ADVERTISED WEEKLY
HELD OPEN WEEKLY

Combine the Top Agent for CENTURY 21 in Michigan with the Top A

PROFESSIONAL REPRESENTA TION/ COURTESY

Luxunuus Tamily homes, heavily
wooded homesiics, protecied nanre

PARK RIBSE areas, and rolling tesrain for
K |x walkouts. Spec homes avaitabte.
i From the $270,000's,
v B10-669-1070
,,;.«"-“" g Bailt in confunciion with:
bl | The Selective Group

NoR Iy E

A great location, minutes from
Laure] Park Place with Northwlle's
acclaimed schools. Visit our fresh

inthe final phase of this hot selling
community. Quick occupancy ina
wranquil country setling,

From the $190,000's,

e new decoraled model and see this
E ficent wooded site.
ot ; From the $280,000's.
3 (. 313420-114%
I (lsborpuglh Hey ;

fer sbilcan polithes! 2
appeared only on Jush, green lawns,
while Democratic signs were found
only on brown lawns.

Green or bmwn, officials say watar
supplies are fine in the Everett-Seat.
tle-Tacoma corridor, and that conser-
;ratinn has taken hold aa & way of

ife.

The Senttle water system, for
example _ which serves 1,3-million
cuatomers _ sot its record d

132600770

A plcturesque wooded
neighborhood with all-sponts
take privileges. New model plans

cansumptmn of 348 million gnllnnu
on July 10, 1970.

The arca has grawn d

now available,
From the low $220,000's.
810-960-0770

since then, but the annua) record
onc-day :on:umption now is about
285 million gallons, Seattle Water

Bart Bocker

that require h to keep

their lawns greon, ho said.

smd.

JLoan rates

off slightly

Thirty-year, fixed rate mortgages
averaged 8.23 percoat this week,
down from 8.42 porcent last weak
nccording to a national survey

. releaned Thuraday by the Fedoral

Home Laan Mortgage Corp. -

It was tho lowest aince July 3,
when ratea averaged 8,14 percent.

The 8.42 persent aversgo last week
was the highest aince rates avar-
ulnggg 8.62 porcent in carly March

On one-yoar adjustable rate
mortgages, lenders wers asking an
uvoragg initial rato of 5.97 percent,
down from 6,01 porcont last week.

e ———.

L

A vitlage atmosphere, winding
sidewalks and a great location with
exemplary Novi schools. Beautifully
decoraled models now open. Several
homes cummly under constncilon .
for qt

me lhc $270.000's.

810-347-7833
Bails In confunction whik:
Cresc Bullders
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