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* éme of his vico prasidenta.

On the cover: Italian marble
fireplaces are among the ele-
gant features of a Southfield
residence designed by Henry
Ford, Photo by Tom Hoffmeyer.

HOUSE HAS

e phrase “built by Ford” prabably brings to
'mind the automobile, but it applics to hous-
s a8 well.

‘The phrase “Ford house” probably brings
to mmd Henry Ford's Fair Lanc Estate in
Dea or the Edsel and Eleanor Ford
house in Grosse Pointe, Bist it also apy ln:u
0 & residence in Southficld, a stately
that is a hidden jewel on cight acres aoar
the I‘nrmmgtbn il it

‘who has come over has said
ﬂmgom:vnrbebovcd there was such a place
id Thaddeus Zwirkosk,

w!:r.}. e Iepiutiful houes for 28

Yivad

¥ By Ford built the heanc in 1080 for
ta, The two-story,
English Tador sile residenco is an exam-
ploof Ford'a powors ‘he specified to hin exce-
exact design of their homes, Tt
dlsois an mmp\u of his eye for quality and
letail.
“He built a number of houses for his fioo-
plo,” said Louis Rose of Kalph Manuel

‘Associntes of Farmington Hills. He and

Sheila Rose are listing Renltors or solling

‘agents for tho residence.

The house is breathtaking from first
night, with its brick-and-wood exterior and
copper roof that has turned to o soft green
over the yenrs. Gnteway lights vun the
length of the driveway.

The house sits like a‘crown on top of
Iawns that slope dawn to a private pond,
containing a bridge inspired by a Monet,
painting. A brook and nature preserve line
tho porimeter of the grounds.

‘rom every window ... you don't see
_ anything huit beauty.”

Entar the residence and you are sur-
rouinded with elegance and enchantmont.
The iriterl tectural trea-

@erfodt and overhend, on the
el gt ardund tho doorways, Features
mﬂud! 1éaded'glass windows, coved plas-
ter cathedral ceilings, hardwood flooring, a
sound system and intercom, French chan-
deliers and recessed lighting,

‘The house has solid supporting walls,
some more than one foot deep, A !eluphbnn
worker told s resident he usod up scve
dizmond drill trying to tustall » wlophonc

"The foyer and hellway aro in Tealizn

AUTO-CRATIC STYLE

ceramic tile. The screen covering a radiator
in the hall resembles a rich cabinet. Walls
are adorned with embossed wallpay
see gumswvood archways with peaks that
suggest Arabia or Indin. The bannister that
swoops aroind in a curve at the bottom is
also of gums

Aﬁmp!m of Ttalian marble is lcntur«d
in the living room. A nearby family reom o
den has n\m-ge lmy window thot 100k oWt
over the

‘Even the bnnmcnt isinviting, with te
razzo flocring throughout, a ber and heversl
vooms, ona'of Which Was 4 train room for
youngsters,

The kitchen is apacions, with big win-
dows and & high ceiling. Th the dining Yoom
is one of the many classic chandeliers in the
‘residenco; this one has arms that resemble
branches, .

Moving up the stately smimn in the
vestibule o the second floor, you
ramwood archwoys. The wedkin inen cloa-
eta and four bedroom closets are lined with
cedar panels and have lights that come on
nutomnhca)ly a8 tho'doors are open,

bathroom features thick porcelain and
tiling feom before World War 11,

‘Back downstairs you mave outdoors to
\m_'w thn in-ground pocl, applo archard and
- The site also has  horse

Elowith Teniian hardwood foors i the
stalls, a chicken coop with & prquet mm- a
riding ving and a carringe house,
poacock, sheap, 4 goat and a black Ang\u
are among snimal *residents” on the prop-
erty. Pony rides and sleigh rides used to be
given here. A shufflcboard Is painted on the
cement. ‘The sundeck has 8 hot 'tub, and
cement stops nenrby lead to the pond and
preservo, A was used to call people in

“from the y:

By comcﬁ&cnw, the three owners after

‘the Ford vice president heve all been med-

ical doctors who raised families here,

Lawrence Technological University stu-

denta stay in‘'one of the outdoor apartments

nn t)w vmm

' good planning is apparont in‘the

plncemcntal'ﬂw structures, The wind on

the site comes from the northwest, enrrying

rmh air from the pond - rather than air
from the atable ~ to the house. Thr: pond Is

l'cd by a Rouge River tributary.

HENRY
FORD
BUILT THE
HOUSE IN
1939 FOR
ONE OF

Graclous grounds: A kot tub is on a deck overlooking a private pond and pre-
aerves on the site.

wallpaper
are just
seme of the
features
inside the

Foteve.

e: Thaddeus Zwirkoski, who has lived in the beauti-
ful Englwh Tudor style house for 28 years, is flanked by Louis
Rose and Sheila Rose of Ralph Manuel Associates of
Farl:zcungton Hills, listing Realtorsor selling agents for the
residence.




