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View Lincoin document at historical society social |

A document signed by Presi-
dent Lincoln naming un Oakland
County pioneer to a senaitive
Civil War post will be displayed
for the first time by the Oakland
County Pioncer and Historical
Socicty on Sunday, Aug. 4.

The occasion is the Society’s
27th annual lco cream social to
be held from 1-56 p.m., at its
headquarters, 406 Oakland
Avenue in Pontiac,

The certificate, dated Feb, 3,
1862, announces the appoint-
ment of Thomas J, Droke of Pon-
tiac on associate justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court far the Ter-
ritory of Utah, The document
was given to the society over 60
years ago by Lillian Drake
Avery, a grandniece of Judge
Drake and longtimo member of
the historical organization.

Society President Gretchen
Adler snid the appointment cer-
tificate hns been kept in a bank
anfe deposit bux for some time.
“It has been a secret for so long,
only a few members know of its
existence,” sho said.

Because of the public's great
interest in Lincoln and the Civil
War, Adler said the society hns
now agreed to display the docu-
ment, although briefly.

Judge Drake held the federal
assignment for nearly eight
years in the face of stern opposi-
tion from the Mormon Church
and its charismatic leader
Brigham Young, who directed
the faithful to settle around
Great Salt Lake in 1847, Young
clashed frequently with Drake
and other presidential
appointces in the 18608 over
management of the courts and
the Mormon desire for statchood.
Although Young asked Lincoln
to recall Drake, the president
never faltered in his support for
the judge and his strict interpre-
thtion of the law in the Utah
Territory during the Civil War.
Lincoln's administration felt
VUtah's location astride the over-
1and mail route, emigrant trails,
and fragile telegraph lines to the
West Coast to be strategically
vital to the Union’s interests,
:.Born in Scipio, New York, in
1797 the gon of a Revolutionary
War veteran, Drake came to
Pontinc in the enrly 18208 when

Sheriﬁ" offers
web site for
information

The re-
election cam-
paign of
John F.
Nichols took
a turn into
cyberspace
this week as
the incum-
bent sheriff
unveiled a
World Wide
Web Site,

Nichols,
77, aaid the
web site will
: enable vot-
era to review hia record, to learn
morc about ongoing pregrams
within the sheriff's department
and to offer their thoughts and
opinions.

. Nichols, who is in a five-way
primary race, unveiled his high
tech innovation during o press
conference Tucsday nt his cam-

ajgn headquariers at 4147
Erchard Lake Road in West
Bloomfield.

+ Nichols’ 54-year career in law
dnforcement includes nbout
three decades with the Detroit
fPolice Department — including
the top leadership position as
commissioner — and a tenure as
chief of police in Farmington
Hills.
v Nichols, who is sceking his
fourth, 4-year torms, is consid-
ered the favorite in Tuesday's
frimory cloction. His Reputfi-
#an opponents are Qerard L.
arlin of Oakland Township,
&illiam A. Goodfellow of Ponti-
«c, Paul A. Molin of Farmington
Hilla and Michael L. Odette of
Llarkaton,
3+ The winner will run the victor
of the Democrcatic primary
Yietween Michigan State Polica
Zommander Mat: Hogan and
Watorford Township police offl-
. ¥ar Seott Goad.
+; Nichols snid he is the first
#hariff in Michigan to establish

p web site which ho expects will' .

nke him more accessible to
#fotars. Voters will bs able to
Enu:rnct. Nichals said.
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the town consisted of n fow log
cabins, He began to practice law
in 1826 and was elocted the
county's first prosccuting attor-
ney two yeara later. In the
18308, Drake joined the Whig
political porty and for the nest

extended from Eight hile an the
south to Lake Superior on the
north, encompnesing two-thirda
of tho eventual state.

In 1840, Drake was ono of tho
Whig presidentinl electors on the
ocniaaion of Michigan’s first par-

lican party and its candidate.
John C. Frement Drake is also
said to have been a member of
the Oakland County delegation
at the formation of the Republi-
can party in Jackson, Michigan,
on .July 6, 1834. A silk flag,

)

20 ycars was pr t in its
ranka. Ho was clocted to the
Michigan Senato in 1834 to rep-
resent a district which then
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d with a trec and the

ina
tinl clection. Sixteen years later,
he was agnin a presidential elec-
tar, this time for the new Repub-

Imagine, Now You Can Get Uplo -

*1,500:s

measago *Hearts of Oak of Onk-
and,” which wes carried by that
delegation, was found among the

Daruke'n offects nfter his death in
bt

76,

Poor health forced Drake to
resign his judicial office in Utah
two months before the expiration
of hia sceond term. Ho returned
to private life and his home on
the northeast cornor of Lawrence
and Williams streeta in Pontiac.
‘There; he began to write of his
carly travels and experiences in

Michigan. In 1871-72, he pre- !
pared a brief history of Onkland :
County, which was subsequently

published by the Michigan Pio. |
neer Society in 1903. Shortly ;
befaro his death, Drake becamo

tha catalyat for theé Oakland *
County Pioncer and Historical |
Soclety, which today owns sover. |
al of his manuecripts, =~
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