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LeSabre
gets a new
look for 1997

By Anne Fracassa
Avanti NewsFeatures

This car has class, Or, should I
say it's classic.

‘The 1997 Buick LeSnbre has a
new exterior design and is loaded
with improvement on the safety
and comfort side.

It's also the first 1997 model
avaitable in dealer showrooms
right now,

It has been since January,asa
matter of fact,

This is o true touring car, ane
that's perfect for long, crosa-
country lnps The suspension is
remarkable. Run over a chuck-
hole and it feels like you ran over
a pehble.

The redesigned seats have
something to do with that, of
course. They're really comfort-
able.

The exterior has that familial
Buick look, but almost every-
thing has been changed, This
isn't & minor sheetmetal change.
This is change thut makes gense.

The new grill, which is incor-
porated right into the hood, looks
smart. There are new front and
rear fagcias with individual
“Buick” letters embossed in the
rear. There are new headlamps
and cornering lamps that feature

fixed lenses, aluminum housing- i
and easier-than-usual adjust-

ment mechanism.
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marker lamps, complete with its
sleck wraparound design, are
new for the LeSabre.

The LeSabre carries six with
ease. Buick outfitted the car with
the powerful 3800 Series II
sequential port fuel injected V6

engine mated to an clectronically
controlled 4-speed transmisgion
that nets a comfortable 205
;horsepawer . |

Best news of all is that this
engine gets around 19 miles to

- the gallon in the eity and 30 on
Even the park, turn and side *

the highway en regular — hot

pmm‘ium — unleaded gas.

Safety has not been put on the
back burner in the new LoSabre.
Some of the changes are simple,
but translate into a lot. Like the
safety belt release buttons being
relocated to the end of the buckle
for case of use,

Or the fact the LeSabre sur-
paases the government’s dynamic
side-iinpact standards, Dual air
bags, anti-lock brakes, air condi.
tioning, power windows, rear-
window defogger and the PASS-
Key II anti-theft system are all
standard equipment on the
LeSabre as well.

Like most vchiclex, the
LeSobre has engine coolant and
platinum-tipped spark plugs that
don’t need changing until you hit
100,000 miles. And the tranamis-
sion fluid docsn't require chang-
ing — under normal operating
conditions.

. OBD II — thé new on-board
diagnostic system — is on the
new LeSabre. OBD Ilbcan reduce

SR - v locati

malfunetions before they cause
emissions to risge. Don't ignore
the *service” light — higher
emisgions temps can cause you to
lose your catalytic converter pre-
maturely.

An option on the LeSabre
Custom, but standard on the
Limited, is Personal Choice.
Activated by the remote keyless
entry fob, Personal Choice allows
twa drivers, with separate fobs,
to “set” the car to tgeir prefer-
ence. You can set memory door
locks, delayed locking security

eedback and perimeter lighting,

Other features on the LeSabre
include delayed entry and exit
lighting, theater dimming interi-
or lights, battery rundown pro-
tection, lockout protection on
power door locks and warning
chimes when you leave the park-
ing brake on, Those annoying
warning chimes are also activat-
ed when you leave the turn sig-
nal or headlamps on and for
leaving the keys in the ignition
when leaving the car.

Buick's added a new exterior

Showcase

Published Every Monday

color this year: A really pretty
Teal. Tho LeSabre ia no longer
offered in black, however. It was-
n't a popular color.

The LeSabre isn't funcy, it
isn't stunning, it isn’t even
sporty. But it'a a practical car
that screams comfort and luxury.
Maybe that's why it's been the
bon»sellmg full-size sedan for
the past four years straight.

“|Price: $22,016 for the Custom;| :

1997 Bulek LeSabre
Vehicle class: Full-size sedan. ] :
Engine: 3800 Series II SFIVE, | *
Mileage: 19 city / 30 highway. :
Where built: Flint, Mich,

$25,565 for tho Limited. Plug| -
destination charge of $605, :

| Consumer Corner

Finding The World’s Greatest Wagon

(NAPS) - It's definitely time
to buy a larger car. The family ia
growing right out of your com-
pact car or you've decided now
that the kids are all off to col-
lege, it’s time for that drive
around the country that you've
always promised yourselves. Or
your weekend hobby of buying
antique requires more car space
to transport those treasures.

But what kind of ear should
you buy? If a minivan scems a
little too large for your necds or
may be hard to park in your
parking space, you might conaid-
er a wagon.

No longer the road warrior
that was used by moms in
rollers to drive their commuting
husband to the train station,
wagon designs have been updat-
ed for modern familics on the
move.

Newer wagons are as sleck as
sedans and may be the perfect
solution for the car buyer seck-
ing space, comfort and style.

Most people think of wagons
a8 roomy, relinble and roadwor-
thy, but the newest wagons like
the 1996 Ford Taurus and
Mercury Sable wagons are also
stylish, luxurious and fitted
with the latest safety fentures,

When buying 'a wagon, it's
wise to carefully rescarch what's

available. Hare are soma fea-
tures that are\now standard to
the wagon: \ N

o Advanced V.6 engines. The *
newcst is n high performance, ;
3.0-liter, 24 \vnlve DOHC V-6 ;
Duratec. .

© A threc-atage air filtration -
system that keeps airbBrne |
dust, pellen and diescl parficles |
from entering the passcl :ger
compartment.

* A safety enmnnenng,gya .
tem made up of a protettive ..
impact-pbsorbing bedy struc- ©
ture, intregrated 5-mph :
bumpers, rear door child safety |
latch and dual air bag supplc
mental restraint system,

* Optional seating for oight,
with a patented center copsole
that converts to a center front
seat.

‘There's no substitute for first-
hand experience. When consid-
ering a wagon, get behind the
wheel and take it for a drive.
Try getting into and out of the
pasaenger acats. See what it'’s
like to load in some cargo. ™

The wagons offer durnlnhly,
relinbility, value, as well as dra-
matic good looks. Tnurus and
Sable will complement Ford's
segment-leading wagon lineup,
which also includes Ford Escort
and Mercury Tracer wagons.
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NEW 1996
E CARAVAN

Autoratic transmission, sk concitioning, dual
alr bags, cear window delogger, AM/FM
Trerea, cruie. controt. U whisl &nd moch

On 12 Mile Road Just West of Telegraph Road
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