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Team teaching comes to Botsford School.

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER

For the first time this fall, two teach-
ers will teach the same group of first
graders at Clarencoville's Botsford Ele-
mentary.

The concept of team teaching is so
novel to Botsford that it has raised a
few eyebrows nmong some pnrents.

In o letter going out to the parents of
the 18 students in the clnss, principal
Jesse Bakor will explain how the two

and six-yenr olds,” she wrote, “By not
being with the children every day, it
will take tho teachers longor to get to
know the class.

“Different teaching atyles of the same
subject matter and different discipline
atyles could be confuning to tho children
at a time when important fundamental
subjects are covered.”

Teoam tenching is allowed under the
district's contract with ita teachors, but
;m toacher had asked for it, mzld Jim

for

teachers will share cl. resy
bilities,

Fearful that some children might not
adopt to having two teachors, one moth-
er recently expressed her concerns in a
letter to the Clarenceville Board of Edu-
ention.

“Tho lack of a consistont routine from
doy to day could be confusing to five-

New school chief:

nstruction/personnel.

“The mom has lcgitimate concerns,”
Lancaster said, “These are the same
questions Jesse Baker asked. We need
to have a fair sot of rules for kids and be
consistent. It will take a lot of coordina-
tion between the two.:

“Teachers hava to jointly plan certain
things, speak with a common voice, and

articulate the curriculum so that it
doesn't overlap,”

The two teachers, Dawn Habkirk and
Knthy Blahunka, have both taught at
Botaford, And, ns new mothers, both
want to work part time. Habkirk
taught firat grade last year; Blahunka
has been on maternal leave and s
returning to work.

Under the tenm-tenching plan, one
teacher will lead the class Monday,
Tuesday and a half-dny Wednesdny,

The second teacher will take over
Wednesday afternoon, and load the
class until the end of achool on Friday.

For 80 minutes at noon Wednesday,
during lunch hour and music class, the
two tenchers will meet to go over ::lmts

and nny |
might be having, Baker said.
“I think t's n wonderful thing," Bnk?r
i B8

working with the kids, Change can be
wonderful or frightening. But kids
adopt well.

“The teaching styles of the two teach-
ers are not different. They are friends
and will be on the phone a lot.”

Tho atudents’ kindergarten teachers
knew the new first graders would face
the chatlenge of having two teachers
and thus put the most adaptive stu-
dents into the class, Baker sald,

*“They asked, is this a child who can
handle this change?” Baker said. *If the
answer waa not, they were not a candi-
date for this class. They were not ran-
domly nasigned.”

Tenm teaching works well when both
teachors are good teachers, which is
what Habkirk and Blahunka are, aaid
the two educators,

“We snw,n. aa a great idea, having two

said. “We'll have two pr

who want to work,”

Lancaster snid. “They were will spend
as much time on clasawork one-half
time na they would full-time. It's the
nature of these two teachera, !

1n other districts where it haa been
used, tecam tenching rarely elicits com-
plaints, Lancaster anid. .

“There are some fears initially, but
they get allevinted. Kids already are-
used to different faces. They have a
classroom nide. And they go to mueic,.
art and have new teachers there. Kids:
adjust to different personalities.”

Tenm teaching will also work well;
with the theme teaching done by cle-
mentary teachers, Lancaster said,

“Subjects get integrated into a theme.
Kids may read something in the morn-
ing involving ladybugs. The math may
nlso involve lady bugs, as well as sci-.
ence and socinl studies.”

Taxpayers get a break in Walled Lake

Reward parents,
staff extra efforts

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
RTAFF WRITER

Just days into his new job as
superintendent of Clarenceville
Public Schools, Tom Tattan put
three now ideas on the table.

If approved, two of Tattan's
plans would give special recogni-
tien to staff and parents who
have “gone the extra mile” for
the district.

The third would begin the pro-
cess of secking North Central
Association of Schools and Col-
loges (NCA) accreditation for
both Botsford and Grandview
clementaries and Clarenceville
Middle Schoo).

“I believe the board of educa-
tion and the superintendent
should model an organizational
culture that rewards quality,”
Tattan said.

A special pat on the back for
ataff and parents would cele-
brate the “good thinga" done in
the district that support quality
teaching and learning, he said.

The speciel recognition nlso in
# way to thank parents and
gunrdians for volunteering, for
working on school impravement
teams, and for serving ne pro-
grom boostera.

“We ean do many things to try
to improve MEAP test scores,
student motivation and atten-
dance, but without the support
of the parents, many of our
actiona will have no impact,”
Tattan said. “We must find
ways to get parents involved and
recognize that their support is
an important part of the achaol
district process for improve-
ment.”

Another way to improve
Clarenceville schools, Tattan
soid, is to have them accredited
by the NCA.

Accreditation now used by the
state is primarily based on
MEAP acores, Tattan said.

*I believe the school improve-
ment process suggested by the
NCA, the clear standards of per-
formance recognized by the 18
state association of achools and
colleges, and the use of perfor-
mance data in decision making
about waya to seck improvement
in schoola, which is port of the
NCA process, makes an {nveati-
gation of this nature a worth-
while exercise for this distsict,”
Tattan said.

Approximately 1,000 schools
throughout Michigan arc acered-
ited by the NCA, he aaid.

“They all meet national bench-
mark standards of excellence,”
he said. “It's an alternative to
the quick fix. MEAP scores are
only one indicator of excellence.
Ench school must identify ita
resources and goals for improve-
ment. They then come up with
strategics to meet those goals.
They then implement the atrate-
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The continuing legislative
backtracking to clean up loose
ends caused by the rushed.
through Proposal A will pay off
for hemeowners in the Walled
Lake Consolidated Schoo! Dis-
trict.

They will get a $10 reduction
in their property taxes for 1996-
97, thanka to a change in the
state School Aid Act recently
signed into law by Gov, John
Engler.

That change was necessitated
alter Walled Lake school offi-
cinls noticed a minor glitch: &

portion of socinl security and
retivement costs for .emp!oylem:

Superintendent James Geisler
End‘Snndrn Motz, the district’s

of a county
center were being footed by
local taxpnyers. (The Onkland
Technical Center-Southwest
Campus is operated by Walled
Lake schools for the county.)

In recent years, those expens-
es were estimated at about
$176,800 annunlly.

Due to Engler's new bill, the
Onkland Intermediate School
District and the state will pay
for those cxpensces instead of
Whalled Lake district homeawn-

t8.
It was Walled Lake schools

administrator, who
noticed the problem and con-
tacted Onkland Schools officials
and state Rep. Barbara Dobb,
R-Commerce Township,

*We knew when Proposal A
was adopted (in 1994) and prop-
erty taxes were cut, some issues
would surface which would
need to be addressed,” said
Dabb in n recent presa relense.

“A glitch in the law had our
taxpayers shouldering some of
the socinl security and retire-
ment costs at that site, That
was wrong, so we fixed it."

Dobb ndded that although the
$10 reduction “may not scem
like much to some, ...
is important, We are wntching
out for taxpayers, and we are
cutting taxes {or homeowners
without cutting funds for
achaoln.”

She also praised the work of
Geisler and Motz for identifying
the mistnke and bringing it to
her attention.

Meanwhile, Geisler said it
was merely an oversight that
Whlled Lake taxpayers original-
ly shouldered the vocational
education burden.
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Phytcal therapists olten put theit hands 1o
good use by teeatitg patients with masape or
such common soll-tissue infurics 28 muscle
sprains, chrunic endinitis, and chronic tusce
spasins, problems which usually arise s 3
secandary cffect of ligsment damage.
Specfically. trigges point massage may be nsed
1o 1rest 3 muscly that ds in chtonic spasm (2
condition in which the muscle 1epeatedly
cuntradts to restria motion ta alleviate In}ury
pain}. By puuing pressure on @ muscle where
a ligament o tendon attaches 3t a lender spot,
1he therapist can decrease the spasm and atlow
1he puscle to clangate, which serves te restore
1he range of matlen in the Joint, Beyund that,
mm-hgr friction massage, which breaks up
adhesions and scarring in seft issuc, may be
used tu sctually stretch and zealign scar tissue
with nermal, bealthy musde fibers.
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Physical Therapy & Sports Medicine

y by Richard W. Milder, P.T., AL.C., M.S.
MASSAGE HELPFUL FOR INJURY

In rehabiliation herapy, massage s
considered an established. safe and elfective
Werapy for telfel of pain, “\ﬂhnr. muscle
spaan and restricied movement, Techrological
advances have added new  dimensions to
massage, including ulitasound, water or
Uydrothezapy and other mechanicsl tech-
niques ofien vsed n 3 cllalcal serting 10
promute healing of wounds oz wiher damaged
fissue. To schedule a consuliation, il
MILDER PHYSICAL THERAPY & SPORTS
MEDICINE I.C. a1 {810)478-7330, Lixated 3t
13566 Eight Mile Rd.. Sulte A, Farmington
Hills,

PS. Regular spon massage can alleviate
fatigue and sorencss and minimize recurring
Injurics by gmmmlng muscle relaxaiion,
Increasing blood flow, and reducing
Inflarnmation and swelling.
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M Futura® % g 10250 Maximum ‘%-R;ofﬁ
A ‘,go’& Ovations™ and Ovations Flex™ ‘4 uato 200 Maximum
M@R M Forum® wood Plank Aupto'200 Maximum
SRR ! Highiight* and Highlight Flex” _*2upto00 Maximum

ARMSTRONG CAMBRAY PRICING

42 COLORS IN STOCK AT $459 PER 5Q. YARD
NON STOCKING COLORS AT $7.89 PER 5. YARD

DEALERS WELCOME
TRUE WAREHOUSE PRICES
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3Year D

432"

(6.168% . current rate
plus 25% BONUS)
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Pre-school/Full Day Jrr
Before and After Kindergarten
Open Year Round
7am-6pm
vFarmington Hills (next to the fee Arenay
Servicing Gl Eleimemary School
35300 W. 8 Mile Rdl. Farmington Hills

(810)478-6560
sFarmington Hills (in the Merey Center, Gate 4) ¢
Servicing Alameda 6 Beeehview Elementary
(810)473-1860
8 Other Lovatings: Novi e Plymouth « Redford Twp.

Fxed Rate

2 Year CD

6.168"

{5.904%. current rate
plus .25% BONUS)

Fixed Rate

SyearCD

6.697"|

(6.432%.~ cument rate
plus .25% BONUS)
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Jumpstart your CD
with Bonus Interest!

Fixed Rate

6 Month CD

5.588*

(5.326%.r cument rate
plus .25% BONUS)

Open a certificate of deposit with at least $1000 in funds not currently
on deposit at Credit Union ONE and you'll earn bonus interest!
For details, call or visit your nearest Credit IJnion ONE office today.
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