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Nicholson, Romney wrap up hot race

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WILTER

After trashing each other in
cnmpaign ads, the state Republi-
enn Party would like votera to
believe Jim Nicholson and
Ranna Romney arve ready to
kiss and make-up after Tues-
day’s primary in the name of
party unity.

Republicans have scheduled n
“U.S. Senate Unity Brenkfast”
for 7:30 a.m. Wednesday with
the $25 ndmission going to the
fund to defeat Democrat Carl
Levin who is seeking his fourth
consecutive term,

Nicholsan and Remney have
hath committed to being there,
according to n press advisory dis-
tributed by the state Republican
Party Friday. If they show, ns
promised, the party in general
and the campaign specifically
conld get a much-needed boost in
civility,

But unity won't come until
Wednesday, if then. The last few
days of the campaign promised
to be brutal, perhaps brutal
enough to throw cold water on

Wednesday's hopes for unity.

A fax to the media from the
Romney campaign Friday, for
example, said the former talk
show host wanted to *nlert” vot-
ers and the preas in genceral to a
;\ugnt(ve phone blitz aimed at
her,

“They (Nicholaon) supporters
are attempting to continue their
negative eampaign ‘under the
radar screen’ in the hope the
preas and public won’t expose
these kind of tactics,” the Rom-
ney alert said.

Nichotson’s press secretary,
Jonathan M. Baren, acknowl-
edged an “active effort to remind
our voters of Tuesdny’s election.
But she's the one who has been
negntive.”

Baron snid Nicholson will have
a phane bank over the kend

called the “viejous, personal
attack” commerciala Romney has
run,

The taping went ahead with.
out Nicholson. Romney naid
Nicholson “didn’t have the
courage o deal with mo one on
one.”

In reaponse to questions, Rom-
ney said she'd be at the unity
breakfnst and would support the
Republican ticket. Asked if she'd
campaign for Nicholson, Romney
said she'd be out looking for a
job.

Her press secretary, Trent
Wisccup cautioned against mis-
rending her response. “Remem-
ber, after that bitter campaign in
1994 (ngainst Spencer Abraham}
she warmly endorsed Spence and
the rest of the ticket.”

Both didates were taped

“But the message will be very
positive,” he snid.

Nicholson and Romney
expressed confidence Friday as
their heated campaign entered
its final days. Earlier in the day
Nicholson canceled out of n
scheduled taping at WKAR.-TV
in East Lansing, citing what he

separately Friday for a special
edition of the “Spotlight” pro-
gram (WXYZ-TV) scheduled for &
p.n. Sunday.

Dan Pero, Nicholson's cam-
paign manager, predicted Tues-
day's primary would be “very
close,” with the winner to be
decided on a number of vari-

Candidates wait for voters

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

There's always last minute
details to work out, but as Tues-
day’s primary election drew clos-
or, most county candidates were
ready to let the voters make the
decisions,

“We've done everything we
could,” said Dave Ichay . “On
Tuesday, iU's the voters' turn to
speak.”

Tehay, campaign spokesman
for Oakland Prosccutor Richard
Thompson, on Friday said the
weekend would be filled with lit-
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erature drops, mailings, personal
appearances and the usual
details associnted with n county-
wide race,

*I really don't know what else
we could do to reach the voters,”
he said. “We've tried to get our
message out, and now it's up to
them.”

The Republican trying to oust
Thompson in the GOP primary
agrees. David Goreyca had a
busy weekend planned with
appearances in Farmington Hills
and elsewhere.

“By the time this is over, I will
have done everything possible,”
he said Thursday as he, wife
Carol and their twins attended
yet another fund raiger, this one
a “Bolle Bash" for Tray District
Judge Willinm E. Bolle.

'hompson and Garcyca have
hnd the most spirited race of the
primary, with the winner of their
race facing Demaocrat Steve
Kuplan, unopposed in his prima-
ry. in the November general clec-
tion.

There are other races, of
course, including contests for
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state representative, county com-
missioners and district and cir-
cuit court,

The sheriff's contest features a
five-way primavy on the Republi-
can ticket and a two-way contest
among Democrats,

Furthermare, Oakiand County
Exccutive L. Brooks Patterson
faces a primary challenge from
Timothy Hughes, who contends
the incumbent isn't a “true con-
servative.” Hughes said he's not
a member of the Michigan Chris-
tinn Coalition, but he said he
emhraces their principles and
cenjoys their support.

The winner will face Democrat
Edward T. Hamilton whe is
unopposed.

Some people think the Birm-
ingham based Christian Ceali-
tion will play a pivotal role,
‘Tuesday and in November, After
encouraging its members to get
active in politica — to the point

ables, including voter turmout.

*Enrly in the campaign, she
(Romney) referred to Nicholson
as a ‘speed bump’ on the cam-
paign trail,” Pero said. "It's obvi-
ous the speed bump has become
a real threat,”

Both candidates planned a
frenzied weekend with Nicholson
focusing on voter-rich Qakland
County. Romney was scheduted
to start her weekend in Royal
Onk at the 12th Congrenssional
District leadership brenkfast fol-
lowed by a tour of Farmer's Mar-

et,

Sundny Romney’s aschedule
included services at the Bloom-
field Hills Christian Church and
a GOP Family Fund Day and
Rally in Saginaw. Romney was
to vote in the 31st Precinct of
Bloomficld Township followed by
a busy election day.

Her election night party wan
scheduled for 7:45 p.m. at the
Southfield Radisson.

Nicholson’s election night “Vie-
tory Celebration” was scheduled
to begin at 7:30 p.m. at the
Southfield Marriott,

to speak

Democrats, in the meantime,
are convinced they have the
wakings of a strong ticket in the
fall — the best in decades.

President Clinton is leading in
the polls, noted Jerry L. Bixby,
himself a candidate for county
commission in the 14th District
(Bloomfield Hilla and parts of
Troy and Bloomfield Township).

“I don't expect his (Clinton's)
edge to hold up,” Bixby said,
“they usually narrow toward the
ecnd. But the President is strong
and he should have the best
conttails in years.”

In political circles, a leader
with good “conttails” provides an
casier “ride” into public officer
for contendera of the same party.

The county wide ticket —
hended by Kaplan, Hamilton
and, mast likely, Hogan — are
solid, aggresaive eandidates, he
said, Also encouraging for |
Demacrats, Bixby said, is the

ber o atic candi.

of running for precinct del
— the coalition may be ready to
flex its political muscles.

“We have the workers, and
they hnve the talkers,” the conli-
tion's execative director, Glenn
Clark, said last week. “We are
committed to Christian values,
and we're willing to work.™

daten.

“We have primary races this
time in districts where we could-
n't field a candidate before,” he
said. “This is not the same old
Democralic Party.”

OU wins science grant

Onkland University's under-
graduate education program in
biological sciences today was
awnrded a four-year, $600,000
grant from the Howard Hughes
Medicnl Institute.

OU's propasat requested finan-
cial support of renovations and
modern scientific equipment and
computers for undergraduate
Inboratory instruction, expan-

sion and revision of lower-level
laboratorien, seminars and
directed research for undergrad-
uates in faculty laboratories
using biological communications
as a theme, and outroach activi-
ties for high school toachers from
Pontiac City Schools, or school
districts with a mejority of
under ropresonted minority stu-
dents.
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