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Over at last!
A few post-election thoughts

8 it over yet? Thankfully, blissfully,
I finally . . . yes. If this is Thursday, Aug.
8, then Primary '96 must be history.
We must ndmit, we feel as though we're
peeking outside after the passage of a great
blizzard. It's just been a different kind of a
snow jab, that's all,
Our very own paraphrased “Mikado™ might
express it this woy:

“.. . for the campaigns have been long;

ditto, ditto the politician’s song,

and thank goodness they're both of them
over,”

Anyway, we're dishing up some odds and
cends and bits and pieces from the election just
passed.

Why ask why? We'll ask
anyway: Noone's ever given us a satis-
factory explanation as to why these important
primaries are held in August. August, you
understand, is n terrible time to hold a prima-
ry election. People are on vacation {(or plan-
ning a getaway), or they're coping with the
heat and humidity. Toa often they'’re too
focused on other matters to listen to what the
condidates are trying to say. In this rock-
ribbed Republican land, the GOP primary
often is the election, The November show is
sometimes an afterthought. Some states hold
their primaries in June (before voters leave) or
in September (when they’re back). How about
it, state Republican and Democratic leaders:
Any hope for Michigan?

Sign here (there, and every-

where): Can anyone recall such “vote-for”
sign clutter for an election? A reader, Joan
Rolick, whose letter to the editor appears on
this page, says, “With a little luck, all the
signs will be gane by Christmas.” Well, a ot of
them will stay up until the November general
clection, anyway. Hey, there's another good
reason for a September primary. Leas time
between clections means less time for cam-
paigns . . . and campaign signs.

Recycling Ronna: Ronna Rom-
ney’s U.S, Senate campaign must have had a
web-fed fax machine the way her press releas-
es came spewing out at our end, one after
another, day after day. Oh well, all the more
for the recycling bin,

Fantastic forums: Hats off to the
folks (and their organizations) who sponsored
the meet-the-candidate forums and debates.
In was through these eventa that we got to
know the candidates for our 37th District
State House seat and the Farmington Hills
City Council. Thanks also to the cable TV peo-
ple who apread their words and ideas electron-
ically throughout the community. These peo-
ple work hard. They never get enough credit.

Here's to the losers: Hoy losers
(“clectorally disadvantaged” is the politicaily-
correct term — and, of course, we always
strive to be politically correctl), we enjoyed
covering you and your campaigns. We hope
you'll try again. We hope to sce your faces on
the Observer front page before some future
election.

Happy 25th, Common Ground

t's always there for these in need. Com-
M mon Ground has been dispensing its .
Al clixir for coping with crisis since 1970,

And we applaud the Oakland County buman

service agency as it celchrates its 25th birth-

day during 1996.

As services grew over the years, Common
Ground’s home base moved from Birmingham
to Royal Oak to Pontiac, where it's now locat-
ed at 7 S. Perry.

But the agency’s mission has stood firm:
helping people-scarch for a calming affect on
their personal crisis,

Common Ground's signature servu:e 15
round-the-clock telept crisis inter
Staffers and volunteers trained in tackling
mental-health concerns take 20,000 calls a
year from people at the edge.

C lors practide timeli; and P
sion in the midst of hysteria and tears. They
tap an information and referral library to fur-
nish lelcphone uumbers nnd facts from 4,500

and pr \RY Walk-
in counseling is available, too,

Related crisis-intervention services include
a victims' assistance program, a legal clinie,
and youth mtcmchon-nmprorvnment. programs,
. C h and training deal
with crisis intervention, workplace stress, sui-
cide, parenting, self-csteem, child-abuse pre-
vention and sexual abuse.

Common Ground also is the coordinating
agency for the Oakland County Crisis
Reaponsg Team, formed in the wake of the
1991 Royal Oak Post Office shootings, 7

OCCRT recognizes that a group or commu-
nity can suffer through a common bond borne
from a crisis.

Common Ground volunteers don’t need a

specific educational background — just a kind
heart, a range of social experiences, coolhead-
edness and the ability to communicate.

They aren't experts, but they have on-site
access to social workers, nurses and psychia-
trists. They can get immediate help on suicide
prevention, rape counseling, domestic violence
and drug rehabilitation.

Common Ground sprang from a Birming-
ham-Bloomfield hotline started in 1969 main-
Ty to help teens battle substance abuse.

Then as now, volunteers included young
people dedicated to helping themselves and
their peers — creating a common ground from
which to turn their lives around.

Then as now, drug and alcohol problems
rank among the top concerns, although the
age range of typical callers has shifted from 18
0 20 to 30 to 50, a byproduct of the schools
providing teen counseling services,

A relatively new Common Ground progrum
offers round-the-clock emergency psy
screening, treatment and referral.

Again, the accent’s on people helping people
help themselves — whatever it takes, no mat.
ter what the crisis.

Common Ground is funded by the Oakland
County Mental Health Board as well as public
and private grants. To mark Common
Ground’s silver anniversary, an gll-volunteer
reumon will be held Saturdny. Sept. 7, at The

House of Birmi
That’s during the 22nd annual Birming-
ham Art in the Park, Cemmon Ground's main
fund-raiser.

And that's a fi mng way to honor people
who have made a difference in hundreds of
thousands of lives across Oakland County.
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This wook In history as reported in past
editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprise.

W 40 YEARS AGO — AUGUST 9, 1956
(ENTERPRISE)

Citing ~personal reasons,” Ward Eagle
submitted his resignation as Farmlngton
T o the boa
Eagle had been a member of the township
board since 1926,

Men's sults were on sale for $22.50 to $59,75
at Davis & Lent, 33306 Grand River,
Farmington. i !

W 25 YEARS AGQD — AUQUST 1, 1971
{OBSERVER)

Ruth Bowles was crowned Miss Farmington for
1971 In a ceremony at the Downtown Center.
First runner-up was Julle Rundell, an d second

runnerup was Jan Sever.

Founders Festival activities for 1971 Included
a road rally beginning at Town and Country
Dodge on Grand River and ending at Dunckel
Junior High, as well as a sky diving exhibition-
at 12 Mile and Farmington roads.

B 2 YEARS AGOD — AUQUST 4, 1994
(OBSERVER)

State Rep.
Jan Dolan to o{fce Iara fourth term. Dolan held
off a stiff from Andrew

Voters also sald yes to a ballot proposal that
provided " $6 miilion for a multi-purpose Ice
arena.

QUESTION:
Could you
suggest a -
good
movie?

It's been o good My favorite 18 “Yoy Story.” The *Tha Lion King.”
We asked this couple of yc.sms 'Cynsnb!nnca.” 1 chu{ucle'vys 1t made ma roar.
question at the | gjnce I'vo seena | Vke the olg tooked neat . . . lcky H :
Downtown movie, 'ma stu- | movies better. the real thing. Nicky "",ol“ .
Branch of the dent and | spend Farmington Hills

Todd Hoag Tammy Grove B i
Farmington 8 fot of time Farmington Hills Farmington
Community studying. g
Library. David Wolnar
Farmington Hills

Letters to the Editor =

Recycling Is needed

ecent published commentary has ques-

tioned the efficacy of recycling. Such
notions, often of dubious motivation, are gen-
erally misguided and short-sighted.

Critica of recycling typically fail to acknowl-
edge the abundance of data which shaw that
recycling conserves natural resources, energy,
and Iandfill space while reducing air, water,
and land pollution.

Critics also fail to recognize the thousands
of meaningful, value-added jobs created by the
industry.

Granted the cost of landfilling has stabi-
lized and, in some areas, declined. However,
neglecting to acknowledge that the preaerva-
tion of existing landfill capacity through recy-
cling has contributed to that reduction in cost
is spurious. .

. Of course there is a great deal of vacant
1and in the U.S. on which we can build new
landfills. Does that mean we ought to?

Certainly we don’t want to engage in prae-
tices which offer the cheapest short-term cost
regardless of long-term consequences.

If we were to adopt such a philosophy, it
would appear that we are obligated to dump
all of our waste in the Great Lakes. After all,
that would be cheaper than using sanitary
landfilla.

Of course, we won't do that because most
people support taking a long-term comprehen-
sive approach to dealing with such issucs.
Recyecling is merely one component of a broad-
based solid wante management stramgy

dopted b, ds of and
practiced in millions of homes across the coun-

try.
One recent study shows that more than 96
percent of industry, government, nnd advacacy

ning of June. If the pnst is any indicator, the
winners in the primaries will try to leave gorne~.
in place until after the November election.

With a little luck, all the signs will be gongy
Christmas.

Not only is there a need to control the number
of these cycsores, but their size. In it just a mat:
ter of time before we will be assaulted by bill-
boards on every available commer?

Some communities in Oakland County have
had the foresight to apply rules to the display ¢ of
political signs. Since municipalities cannot deny
the right to political hopefuls to tout their mmix-
dacies, we could, at the very least, limit the time
that we have to endure this practice.

1 would suggest that signs be illegal until l.wb
or three weeka prior to any election and that ~
they must be removed within 72 hours of the ™"
election or the candidate be fined for each viola-
tion.

There should be also a restriction regarding, _
the number and size of signs that can be placcd
in any one given area.

Many of us suffer the winter months, anti¢i:”
pating the joys of summer. Spare us t}ua ugli-’ A
ness.

Joan Rolick,
Farmington Hillg
Thanks to Jan Dolan

N ow that the hoopia about the state rep‘rc-
sentative campaign has quieted down,
would like to say a huge thank you to the 1ndy
who has served us very well at that post: ch
Jan Dolan. :
Her hill to help senior citizens outofa lcmm if
they become ill has helped many a senior across
the state, and the “potty parity” bill makes life
much more comfortable for many as well,
Thanks to Jan for her careful, conservative
hip on budget bills which has earned her

Moreover, the general public has over-
whelmingly shown support for recycling
through their actions which have translated
into millions of tons of material being remade
into usable products instead of being buried
forever.

People have dnne this, not because they
have been sold a “bill of goods” as some would
nssert. but rather because they undursumd
the

insic and ical value of r
Michael J. Cuapo,
RRRASOC general manager

Controt those signs

ill some citizens of Oakland County
{more specifically, Farmington Hills,
‘West Bloomficld and some of the townships)
join me in protesting the blight on the land.
scape caused by the deluge of political signs
dizplayed here, there and everywhere?
The early arrivals appeared at the begin-

-7

group rep ives support recycling and lead
waste reduction as part of integrated environ-
mental management.

reapect on both sides of the aisle in Lansing.
Her tight hold on my tax money is something
1 truly appreciate.
Rep. Dolan has a reputation &nd list of accom-
plishments that makes me proud.
Her footprints will be a challengo for anyone
to fill. Thank you for your service, Jan.
Linda Enberg,)
Farmington

Opinlons are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your nelghbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basls for opinions
in your own words, We will help by editing for
clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide 8 can!acr telephone
number.

- Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton Michigan 48335, Or they can be faxed to
810-477-9722.

E*anuington@h‘smet

” ROBERT SKLAR,

Pue PoweR, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD:

EDITOR
MUARY 8COTT, MANAGER OF CIRCUuﬂM. ECCExTRIC NEW?A?ERS, 810-901-2548
STEVEN K. POPE, GENERAL MANAGER, 810-902-2595

' SUBURBAN COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

, 810-801-2563

. JOHN REDDY, VICE PRSHN‘I‘/EHTMIIL

OUR MiSS$IoN: “Because we publish communlly newnpapen, we think about cnmmuni:y_yaumalinn
' m a _fundamcntally different way than our bigger They

TOCHARD ASBRAN, PRESIDENT

o be
in 10 write the unusual or

in another
Bamett and R

dent from the stories and

they cover,

their respective primaries. Thay were to face
off in the November geners! olection.

! and then dashing off to cover

Journalists and as caring citizens of | the communities where we work.”

else, We regard ourselves as both accurate

~~ Philip Power




