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A civil community is a well-governed one

tested whenever controvorsy

prisea. On the same night —
July 16 — two of our suburbs faced
contphtious {saucs,
: ut 40 residents of Beverly Hilla
pucke the village hall for a public
Bearihg on whether Detroit Country
D;\y g private high school, coutd put
an inflated bubble over five of its 10
fenniB courts so they could be uscd
year-found,

Trouble was that it could be seen
by reaidents of the Georgetown aubdi-
vision next to DCD, leading ono resi-
(}exit to worry that Beverly Hills
would become known s "Bubble
Hills".

{t was an emotfonal issue, in which
praperty values and were

]l he maturity of a community is

John Mooney working to alternnte
those who were for nnd ogainst.

By 1 5-2 vote, the bubble was turned
down, Paladino reported.

Afterward, several people spoke of
the civility of the process saying it
should set ah example for other com-
munitics when dealing with contro-
versial {ssuea,

‘That same evening in West Bloom-

fi21d, the township board had on its
agendn thn question of whethor an
d township superi
should replace the currently elected
supervisor.

This iesue nlso dmw n packed
house, including supporters of the
current supervisor and those of her
npmnenl in the upcoming Aug. 8

at bdds with what could benefit young
pedple. But, wrote Eccentric reporter

th'y Paladino, "There wos no shout-

mg, finger pointing or ing. And

ma:

Feelings ran high on the question
itself a8 well as the propriety of bring-
ing it up in the midst of on clection.

thore were no bitter words..."
Everyone who wanted to — 19 in
nll - spoke, with council president

Religious

ne night last month, Pat

Robertson promised his "700

Club® TV audience an expose
of the Internat Revenue Service, a
fcdcrnl agency he deplored as danger-
ous and tyrannical.

Other media told "the rest of the
story.”

.’ Robertson's Christian Coalition
gels ‘an entire chapter in a new book
cal lcd Dirty Little Secrets: The Persis-
tence of Corruption in American Poli-
tics by Larry Sabato (a political scien-
tist at the University of Virginia in
Robértson's home state) and Glenn
Simpson (investigative reporter now
with the Wall Street Journal).

The gist: The Christian Coalition
wag set up as a tax-exempt "social
welfare organization” but was quickly
turned by Ralph Reed into a political
campaign organization, though its
articles of incorporation made no
mention of plans to do political cam-

were heated. The nudience
reﬁponded In kind And ﬂnnlly a

wal
removed from the pndlum by the
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police chief, according to reporter Jen-
nifer Placinto. Later, he filed a law-
suit, charging he was denfed his con-
stitutional rights.

By a 5-2 vote, the board agreed to
put the ftem on the ballpt in 1998,
subject to a citizens committee study,
In fact little but rhetoric was accom-
plished, since even one trustee who
vote for it characterized it as "an advi-
sory decisfon.”

So [ was wondering what might
oceur in Birmingham at a July 31
forum at the Baldwin Library on a
proposed public scuipture by interna-
tionally-known artist Alice Aycock,

which has been commisstoned with
private funda still to be raiecd.
Published photographs and the
model, on display in the lobby of the
library, had prompted a passionate
dialogue amund our towns nud in the

ture shoved down hor throat.

But to Birmingham gallery owner
Lec Hoffman, "it is exhilarating, it is
joyful"

Probobly few minds were changed.
No, those who called for a public refe

poges of the Bir t
Eccentrie. In general, those who
don't like it consider the large,
abatract plece both unattractive and
inappropriate to Birmingham. Those
who do are excited by its cnergy and
the attention it will bring to that city.
lt waa st.nndlng room only at thc
The

1y through a prcsentnuun dosigned to
inform and educate including a video
tape of Aycock in which she explained
bath the aesthetics of the work and
details of its conatruction.

Then it was time to hear the views
of the community aa to why it was or
wasn't an appropriate icon for the
city. "I feel like yelling out the
emperor has no clothes," said long-
time resident Betty Gittlen who also
said she resented having the sculp-

groups lobby toward national

paigning. It found ftself constantly
under attack from the Federal Elee-
tion Commission and the IRS. (Michi-
gan is identified as a particular
hotbed of CC activity, as readers of
this column for the lnst four years
know.)

* The Federal Election Commission
on July 30 filed suit in U.S. District
Court, charging the CC improperly
aided Republican candidates with its
voter guides.

« Mitcholl R h and C
cations, an outfit well known in the
western suburbs, conducted a poll for
The Detroit News indicating Republi-
can voters in Michigan are disturbed
and divided about the clout of anti-
abortion forces — their "my way or
the highway" attitude.

In reality, there are a batch of

anizations that overlap into what
ooscly called the "religious right.”
Mlchlgnn Family Forum, an affiliate

of another national outfit, is one; RTL
is there with its focus on abortion and
assisted suicide; Mackinac Center,
though it dislikes the religious tag,
should be counted because of its aid to
and advocacy of government money
for religious schools.

Nationally and particularly in
Michigan, the Grand Old Party has a
big problem with the religious right's
alienation of moderates. Time Maga-
zine, in its cover story lnst winter on

the CC's Ralph Reed, said it best: The
religious right can't naminate a top-
of-the-ticket, candidate, but it can pre-
vent anyone it doasn't like from being
nominated.

Democrats, again particularly in
Michigan, have had the same tmublc

erendum will not have it, since it is n
gift to the city.

But it wns heartening that the
forum certainly was much closer to
the example set by Beverly Hills than
West Bloomfield, And that at night's
end, moderator Dr, Willlam Ritter,
minister of Birmingham's First
Methodist Church, could thank the
crowd for "the civility of the dis-
course” ~— the mark of » mature com-
munity.

Judith Doner Berne, a Weat Bloom-
field resident, is former managing cdi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers and
vice president of the Cuitural Council
of Birmingham-Bloomfield. You can
comment on this column at (313) 953-
2047, Ext. 1997 or by writing or faxing .
a letter to the editor.

theocracy

goes far beyond outlawing nbortion
and nssisted suicide. It secks govern-
ment-sponsored prayer, government-
sponsored Bible reading, government-
d status for "creationism” in
science classes, government money for
re]iginus schools (which first are to be

with their i fisted d by
the AFL-CIO labor wing.

\tht. then, is wrong with such
groups’ playing the political game and
winning? Shouldn't we admire them
for strategizing, working and win-
ning? Yes, but:

» Both big labor and big religion
have a prapensity to label their side
as "right” or "saints” and all others as
"wrong" or "sinners."

Big religion portrays itself s per-
secuted by government, as under
attack because it believes in hetero-
sexual procreation and Jesus,

» Big religion’s goal is a theocracy,
religious control of government. It

lieved of the burdens of "bureaun-

tmhc red anc" such as qm\hﬁed
istrators and

a core curriculum). It seeks church-
dominated “parental advisory” com-
mittees to make curriculum policy in
place of elected school boards and
openly-hired administrators.

In 1994 Democratic gubernatorial
nominee Howard Wolpe had a public
employees’ union tiger by the tail, and
it ate him up. This year Bob Dole and
Gov. John Engler have a religious
tiger by the tail,

Tim Richard reports on the local
implications of state and regional
events.
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« One of the most competitive rates in the Metro area
« Fixed rate first flve years (then converts to & one year

« 2% annual cap, 5% liistime cap

« Rate avallable on loans from $100,000 to $1,000,000
(Includes construction loans)

« Call us for dulck approvals
. ]
3 TIRST . AMIERICA
‘Mortgage Company

For more information, call 818.853-8140 br 810-608-1006

and sviject |
of $707.
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Closer than you thlnk Graduate degrees.

There's a new academic year coming. We're ready, How about you?

Would a master's degree help your carcer? In Business? In Engineering?
Education? You know it would. Especially if it came from the University of Michigan.
Well, start. Why not? It will never be more convenient. The Dearborm campus has the
academic professionals and programs that you need. And all graduate classes are
conveniently scheduled for working professionals. That means you can
go late afternoons or at nighk. Firse in. First out. Place the call.
Just think. A graduate degree. From U of M. Yes!

From Uof M-Dearbom.

}ust take your pick—15 programs to choose from.
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&pmnber 4. Winter term classes start January 8, 1997,
iﬁc o w:‘ ‘Betils and an application portfolio, please call

the'spe omce Hsred foryour program.
. 8 w at (313) 593-14%4. Or, send an E-mail to um
L L W: ure wﬂvmlmdv Tocated at 4901 Evergreen Rd.,

For general information call the Graduate Studies Office

MBA (Buslness Administration)
111 Faculty Office Bailding:
(313) 5935460
MA in Education
246 Faculty Office Building
{313) 5935091
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246 Faculty Offiee Bullding
UI)J 593-5091

Special Education

143 qu!ry]oﬂ-:: Building
(31314369135
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@umd.umich.edu
n, M1 48128-1491.




