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Pioneer pasto-

Sp'i('itual need sends
minister on Oakland-
based mission

BY RENA FULEA
BPECIAL WRITER

The Rev, Raafat Hanna left his
nntive Egypt soven yeara ago to
continuo his education in the
United States. But once he dis-
covered that there wero no Arn-
bic Presbyteridn churches in
Oakland County, Hanna found
himself on a new misaion.

“Arab Presbyterians had a
hard time getting adjusted in
Americnn society, and thoy had

to go to other denominations for
waorship,” Hanna. “They
were looking for the same reli-
gion in tho same way they used
to worship in their back-
grounds.” .

Having just left a church he
founded in Egypt 12 years
before, Hanna again began the
praceas of establishing a new
church - only this time on for-
cign soil.

“In the very beginning, I felt
my heart was still in Egypt,”
recalled Hanna, who makes his
home in Troy with his wife,
Waafa, and children, Rhanda
and Samir.

Today, the minister who put
to answer
his new calling, views the experi-
ence in a different light.

“The Presbyterian church in
Egypt was blished by the

the same way they
uudtowoull!plnﬂnolr
backgrounds.

Rev. Rasfat Hanna
Pastor, Arab Presbyterian
Church

Maple.

*“Wo helieve very much in opir-
itual worship to humble our-
selves before God,” safd Hanna,
who conducts services in Arabic.

- Youth Sunday school classes are

conducted in English for the new
generaticn.,

Bonded by culture, food, lan-
guage and spirituality, church
mombers join in monthly fellow-
ship dinners and support cach
other as new immigrants,

The role is much more pro-
nounced for Hanna, who has an
offico at the Birmingham church.
Hanna reaches out to new mem-
bers even before they arrive on

home to the largest population of
Arabs outside the Arab nations,
the Arabie Presbyterian Church
is‘alao in the minority,

When Hanna established the
church in Troy with 11 charter
members in 1989, it became the
first and only one of its kind in
the Presbytery of Detroit.,

Two years ago, the fledgling
congregation took up residence
at the First Presbyterian Church
in Birmingham — a more central
location for members who must
travel from as far as Novi, Red-
ford Tawnship and Dearborn to
woral;up as they did in their

Presbyterian Church of the USA
170 years ago,” asid Hanna.
“You established the church in
Egypt. It's my turn to give some-
thing back.

In Egypt, the majority of the

population is Muslim. And while
some 18 percent are Christian,
said Hanna, most are Coptic

ox,

In the Detroit area, which is

of Egypt, Lebanon
and Iraq.

“We felt it was important to
offer them hospitality. And we
certainly had the facility to
offer,” said the Rev. Ronald P.
Byars, pastor of First Presbyteri-
an Church.

Arabic Presbyterian Church,
now numbering 60 members,
worshipa in the chapel of the
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Dr. Samucl Rizk of Troy came
to the United States in 1892 to
practice internal medicine and
seck new challenges.

“I came directly to Rev.
Hanna. Ho was waiting for me at
the airport,” recalled Rizk, who
learned of the new ¢hurch while
yet in Egypt.

Though the two men had
never met, Hanna opened his
home to Ri: wife, Noel, a
the couple's two teenage ch
dren.

He also helped the fnmlly
through the relccation process
and job search.

“He's o kind man, taking care
of his members regarding not
only the spiritual aspects, but
tb:k social aspects as well,” said

Tt was his parents, both church
elders, who msplrcd Hanna to
pursue Christian service.

“My dad and mom were a very
good exnmple for me, serving
God and serving the church,”

Vidlues
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nse of home: The Rev. Raafat Hanna leads the Arabic Pmsbytenan Church in

akland County.

who says the Bible is hia law.
*My mom taught me how we
have to work as a family in the
church, We have to eerve the
church in any need.”

Today, he brings the same phi-
losophy to his Arabic congrega-

wmirrora that of the larger Uni-
versalist denomination. On Aug.

tion.

For his gmv.ring congregation,

Honna has a bachelor's degree
in theology from Evangelical

minary in Egypt and intends
to eventually pursuc the
advanced degree he has cluded
for the last seven years,

he hopes to add an English ser-
vice for the next generation.

“Our gonl is to be completely
aupportive,” added Hanna. *In
another five years, we hope to
have our own building.”
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Long-swaited Excimer Laser PRK
pry is here, and for a Limited time,

As 2 Jeader in refractive surgery, Robert Beitman, D, has
helped thosands of nearsighted, farsighted and astigmutic patients
enjor the benefits of refractive surpery. Laser PRR is just one more
feason people trust their eyes o Beitman Eve Hustitse.

Call today 10 leara more abowt the exciting new Laser PRK.
Schedule 2 FREE consultation this month and roceive 2 $100 GEFT
CERTIFICATE for Laser ot alternative vision correction surgery!

1-800-826-EYES

The Home Loan
with no up-front costs,
from the bank that bro

t you
Totally Free checluul?g !

No points
No appiication fees
No title costs
Ne closing costs
Ne appraisal costs
No up-front costs at all
And with only 15% down (vs. 20% from other
lenders], you avold paying private mortgage
insurance. Available up to $500,000. Lower down
payments are available at great rates, too, Check out
the fixed or adjustable program that meets your needs.

Telephone Laxn Center 108000 DIALFFM (10800+34205336)
:"’"..—:.—"’ FIRST FEDERAL
-_— OF MICHIGAN
Ask Us. We Can Do it.

insured Kalemssoo, Owosso and Grand Repids

Loans for ouner-ocoupied hames anly wilh $500,000 meximesm oen amount. Three-yeer pre-
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