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Compuware’s 14-nnd-under girls
fnat-pitch noltbinll teay won thres of
five gamen 1oat weekend and fine
ished 2200l i a field of 114 teamn at
the Nntional Softball Ansocintion
tournament i1y Colunsbus, Olilo,

Compuwnre opeited with a 5.0
shutout of Suikden Impnet from 1L
nois. Angtie Gomez of Wausscon,
Ichml a four-hitter and

Avdeen Hillu-) Waterfordh had
two douhlos and two RBI; she alao
acorwd two runs, Candice Morgan of
Cloarkston added nn RRT single,

Jearicn Brabaker of Commeree
Township toswed 0 three-Nitier in the
wecand gome, o 6-2 win over Olio
Pawer. She siruck out five.

Morgan and  Angic
1Walted Lake) sent i-for-i with one
RUL Hillacy had two bita and an
RBI. Morgnn and Hillsey alxo neured
1wo runa apice

Compuware gave up
the bottam of the ixth iani
Tost itx third pume to the 8
from Tenncasee, 2.1,

Michelle Millhoen (Lincoln Park)
Bil o tva-aut single in the veventh,

Compuware 22nd in country

hut the tylng run wos thrown out at
the pinte. Uomez, the loaing pitcher,
hind on RBI double.

Compuware rebounded with n 6.0
defent of the Florldn Thunderblrdn
on rubaker pilched o two-hlster.

Marln D’Agostino (Walled Loke)
ted the offenso with a iwo-run hamer
among her (wo hlta. Bnleonl added o
two-run single, Hillsey two hits and
one RBI

The totirnament ended for Cam-
puware with o 13.9 losa to the
Tampn Huy Lookoutn.

Nrubaker wan the loning pitcher.
Hillsey hit o two-run homer, nnd
Gomez wan 2-for-2 with one RBIL

Other members of the Compuware
tenm ave Spra Plepho, Howell; Lisa
Copeland, Weat Bloomfivld; Rebecea
Land, Wnterfond; Kntie Lowis, Lake
Orion; Haley Slade, Waterford; and
Lindany Repicky, Walted Lake.

The hend coach is Al Land. The
nasisiant coaches are Tom Hillaey,
Ken Lewis and Dive Brubaker,

Compuware (44-11) departed
Wednewday for Midland (Texos) nnd
the Amatcur Softhall Ansocintion
nationnl tournament.
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Lasers; Sarn Theismero and Jes-
slca Roman of the Livenin
Lancers; Nikki Kovachoevich,
Amber LaGrow and Tara Biro of
the Mold; Jessic Jenkina, Tina
Naif, Adrienne Doyle and Jesslen
Schulte of tho Livonin Kaights;
Erin Tovey and Amandn Rice of
the Northville Orioles.

Also playing for the White
squad were Meghan Cazan,
Tracoy QGriffus, Shannon
McCuean and Knsie Mathena of
tho Panthers; Kristin Timpner
and Diana Gustkey of the Din-
monda; Kristin Los, Katle
Gagleard and Becky Esper of the
Lightning; Linda Nabha and
Knsoy Kyes of the Country Dny
Broncos; Becky Voaler and Eva
Chavez of the Farmington Hor-
nets.

Birthday bonus

Snook {Canton Cobras) cele-
brated her 16th birthday Mon-
day by pitching n four-hit com-
plete game for the Gray in the
Amcrican oli-star gnme. She also
struck out 10 and walked 12.

At the plate, sho went 3-for-3
with a solo homer and two RBI,
Sroring ono rumn.

The Gray survived n five-run
rally by the Blue in the bottom of
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the seventh inning. The game
cndod with the tylng run at scc-
bose,

’I‘Ilo Joas went to tho Bluoa
Jenny Fiaher, also of the Cobras,
who pltched four innings buforu
Kari Nelson (Northvjlle Bull-
dogs) entered in rellef to wnrk
the final three.

Knthy Mokienko (Cohrns) and
DBecky Mize (Cobras) had two
hite nnd scored one run aplece
for the Gray. Mokienko nlso atole
three bases nnd had two RBI,

Kristin Gaitley of the Bulldogs
hed two hits and two RBI to lend
the Blue. Michelle DeVos (Can-
ton Commandera) walked threo
times, scored tivo runa and had
one RBI,

The Gray roster also consisted
of Jessica Chapman of the Salem
Thunder, Lindsey Machaeck and
Andren Birch of the Farmi

Finesse

slow-pitch title

Sometimen brute force does it.
And sometimes it takes Finesse.
That's Fincsss as in the
Fincsse 18-undor softbull team
that became the atate’s first
United States Slow-Pitch Soft-
ball Associntion l:lmm{;lon since
1883 when it won the World
Championship in Lexington,
9,C., during the weekend.
Fincese loat one game and
capped its weekend tournament
run with a 4-1 record Sunday
agairst teams from Goorgia it
had not beaten all scason long.

P — S ——
[ ] SOFTBALL

Marlins; Robin DeVos, Melissa
Brown and Chriaty Even of the
Cobras; Sarah Hennessey, Jenny
Stralke, Tara Muchow and
Amanda Sutton of the Livenin
Gators.

The Blue team included Shelly
Pricbe and Lindsay MacLellan of
the Commanders; Dawn Balko
and Heather Yanke of the Live-
nia Ladybugs; Marie Pochron of
the Cobras; and Anna Keil of the
Bulldogs.

The Motor City Mold won the
teague title with a 22-0 record. It
wna only the second team to go
undefented, the other being the
Dinmonds in 1993.

The Finesse 18-under team
finished third in jts World
Championship tournament in
Hutchinson, Kans.

Finesae placed five players on
the USSSA All-World team.
Thoey included Jenny Myalinski
(Harrison, WMU), who hit .600
and scored 14 runs in the tour-
nament as the team's leadofY hit-
ter and Vonne Jenks (Garden
City, WMU), the shortstop
acclaimed the tournament's
Defensive MVP who nlso batted
.600 and drove in eight runa.

The othera were Christina
Boguslaweki, who hit .600; Sher-
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ry Foster, who had threo home
runs including a grand stam and
had 16 RBI; plus toirnament
MVP Erin Engelknmp. who had
five home runs ineluding two
grand slams and and hud lB
RBL

1n games Friday and Snlur-
day, Finesse won three times to
remain in the winner's bracket of
the double-elimination tourna-
meont, .
They defeated the DeKalb '
Travelers of Tennessce, 12-1,
edged the Forty Niners of
Arkangas, 4-2, and trampled the
Missiasippl Dixic Darlings, 17-4.

Fincsse was the lone non-
Georgia team to make it into
Sunday's finals.

Their first opponent was the
Georgio Bandits, which had
beaten Finesae three times earli-
er in the season, .

Of courae 14-year old Saman-
tha Crews couldn't have been
impressed by that since she was
added to the 18-year-olds from
the Finesse 14-under team
strictly for the tournament.

Crews atepped up as n pinch-
hitter in the bottom of the sev-
enth and the score tied, 6-6, and
two outs and stroked a single to
drive in the winning run,

The defending tournament
champion Panthers of Georgin
put a 14-1 sl\ellnckmg on
Finceae in the lnst winner's
bracket gnme.

Finesse stepped over to the
loser's bracket and staved off
elimination in dramatic fashion,

The Bandits led, 6-2, entering
the bottom of the seventh but
Finesse rallied for two runs and
had runners on first and sccond
with two outs.

The Bandits intentionally
walked Engclknmp, daring to
put the winning run at sccond
because she had belted a home
run earlier in the gnme.

Bod move. Foster hit one out
to make the final 8.6,

That put Finease into the
finals ngainat the unbeaten and
rested Panthers.

Finesse drummed on the Pan-
thers, 17-2, to force an extra
game, and outscored the defend-
ing ch i 16-12, to become
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the first USSSA World Champi-
ons from Michigan tcam sinco
1883, when Jake's Harley David-
son won out of Garden City.
Team members included: Jack-
ia Baylisa (Westland John
Glenn), Carah Best (Plymouth
Salem), Boguslawski {Dearborn
St. Alphonsus), Lisn Cox {Wyan-
dotte), Katy Duncan (Westland
John Glenn), Engelkamp, Cassie
Entsminger (Livonia Ladywood),
Christy Feld (Cincinnati), Foster
{Dearborn Edsel Ford), Jenks,

| Jenny Kruzel (Ypsilanti), Kristy

MecDonald (Redford Thurston),

Myaslingki, Colleen Wutke (Gar-

den City), Snmantha Crews

(entering John Glenn), Sarah

Lewis (entering Garden City)

and Laura Gilliam (Louisville,
),

The team was coached by Don
Dreher (Lathrup Village), John
Hagy (Westland), Denny Schlim-
gen (Orlande, Fin.) and Barry
Patterson (Garden City).

The Panthers and Bandits
were 65-0 against Finesse enter-
ing the tournament.
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two-run hamer, to spark the vie-
to

y.

Taylor. posted 10 atrikeouts
and walked just one in the next
game as the Bulls won 6-8 over
Parkhill, Minn.

homas was the winning
pitcher and helped his cause
with n grand slam in Game 3,
which resulted in a 15-2 rout of
Steel's. He struck out 12 and
watked five.

Trzos offered hitting support
in the way of two homu runs and
threo RBI.

Ksinzok pitched the 10th
straight complete gameo, scatter-
ing four hits over seven innings.
He fanned acven and watked
four in the 7-2 victery over
Burnsville.

Adam Stachurski (Orchard
Lako St. Mary's) closed the door
on the Minnesotons with a
three-run homor to give the
Bulls their 7-2 lead.

With Steel’s nceding to win
twice in the championship
round, they defeated Bulls in the
first game, 8-4.

John Larson (Brother Rice)
pitehed the firat 8 2/3 innings,
but the losa went to tournament
draftee Tim York (Royal Oak
Kimball),

Evan Feldman (North Farm-
ingtan) hit o sole homer for the
Bulls, who arc 32-18 overnll.




