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Adoption a hit with former Tiger

BY LARRY PALADINO
STAFF WRITER

Jim Northrup hit some big
home runs when he was with
the Detroit Tigers a generation
ago.

The Southfield businesaman
was a star outfielder for a decade
and a hero of the 1968 World
Series championship Tigers, get-
ting the decisive triple in the
finnl game.

Komi! Jack Northrup is just 4
years old and doesn’t yet know of
such things, though one day he'll
watch video tape highlights of
his dad's major league basebnll
eareer and feel proud.

But ns he grows into adult-
hood, his ndmiration could very
well center on something more

significant: his rescue from an
orphan cxistonce and possible
brief lifespan.

Jim and Patty Northrup
adopted Kamil from a Poliah
orphanage n yenr ago, willing to
take on responsibilities for o
child with a serious health prob-
fem. His esophngus wasn't con-
neeted to his intestine at birth,
but although he had an opora-
tion at 4 months old, it didn't
solve the problem.

“I've been around, though, and
know a lot of people,” Jim
Northrup said Jast week, at his
office on Southfield Road near 12
Mile, where he is a manufactur-
er's representative.

“I ealled people 1 knew and
talked to a doctor at the Univer-
sity of Michigan Hospital who

ploncered an operation that
would help Kamil," he sald. “He

said, ‘We can fix it. don’t worry.

about it.* And he did, They put in
a valve to keop his food from
coming back up. The only prob-
lom was there was the danger of
him gotting a buildup of gas that
couldn’t ¢scape. But Kamil can
burp now, He nover gots sick.
He'll eventually have the valve
taken out.”

Northrup has three children,
now adults, from a previous mar.
ringe. Ho and Patty wese mare
ried for more than seven years
when they decided to adopt. In
the United States, though, the
procedures are cumbersome and
the waiting perioda long for
those who hope to get a heaithy,
newborn infant, he said.
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They wound up seeking out a
woman from Pennsylvania who
had adopted two of her own chil-
dren from the samo orphanage
in Wroclaw, Poland, The woman,
who had placed 160 orphans in
new homes, helped arrange the
adoption,

He said he was impressed with .
the care at the orphanage and
that it was clean, Famllics there
who are poor can turn thelr chil-
dren over to orphannges for care,
Northrup sald, and can allow the
orphanages to put them up for
adoption. Any child whoae par-
enta don't visit within two years
also can be put up for adoption,
ho said.

It ia difficult, though, to get
newborns for adoptien.

*If you have Polish heritnge
it’a no problem at all,” he anid,
and there was no auch heritage
in his or his wife’s background.
But Kamil'a health problem and
fact he was more than 2 yenrs
old worked in the Northrups’
favor and, aftor spending four
days with Kamil in Poland, they
went before a three-porson pancl
at the orphanage and three
weeks later the adoption was
approved, July 6, 1995, Kamil
arrived in the US,

"He's a wonderful little boy,"
Jim Nerthrup said. “He'll be 4 in
November. He's learned the lan-
guage well. He atill understands
Polish, but he was so young he
hadn't spoken much Polish yot
snyway.”

Eventually Kamil will likely
learn that his-father played 11
years with the Tigers, 1964-74,
then 21 games with Montreal
and 92 with Baltimore. For his
career he hit 163 homo runs —
including 70 in a three-year
strotch (1868-70) + and had 610
runs-batted-in,

Kamil also will find out his
dad led the Tigers in RBI in
1968 with 90 and in 1970 with
80; and that he owns the team
record for most runs batted in a
game, getting cight twice — once
with two grand-slam home runs.
He is among those who cleared
the right field roof with a homer.

But saving Kamil from an
uneertain fate, perhaps that is
the most lasting accomplishment
of them all.
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Northrup at work: Jim . -
Northrup, a star of the .
Detroit Tigers’ 1968
championship season,’isa
manufacturer’s represen-"
tative with an office in
Southfield for the past

seven years.
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Do you have any of these symptoms?;'"

* Breathing pauses durlhg sleep
» Excessive daytime sleepiness - v
» Irritability and mood swings ;-

* Insomnia
« Leg jerks while sleeping

| The Michigan Institute for Sleep Medicine, affillated with P .
the needs of patients who suffer from one of the above symptoms or the more than 88 "
officlally récognized sleep disorders. 1f a sleep problem is keeping you or someone you

know from a more producﬂve life, call 1-8(7.)-547-8421 to schedule an appointment with
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