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Riding on tho
success of its
debut album
“Home”
{Capitol), the
jazzy soulful
band .
Spearhead is
gotting raady
to rolease ita
cH aophomare
B effort
—misi——  «Chocolate
Supi“Highway" this fall. But
Spearhead fans can get a pre-
view of the album at the “House
of Blycs Smokin’ Grooves Tour”
when it comes to Pine Knob on

Monday.

Dubbed “Urban Lollapalooza,”
the tour features Spearhead
along with Ziggy Marley and the
Mclody. Makera, Cypress Hill,
Busta, Rhymes, The Fugees with
NAS, and A Tribe Called Quest.
“Smokin’ Grooves is an oppor-
tunity'to bring together new
ideas from black artists and new
perspectives in black music,”
said Spearhead’s Michael Franti.
“In thé midat of the Summer
Olympics, where many black
sthletes are coming together to
rvepresent the US. on courts and
playing fields, six outspoken and
socinlly conscious black artists
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“House of Blues Smo
Knob Music Theatre at 6 p.

: / .
Previewlng new material: Spearhead — from left, Ras 1.
Zulu, Michael Franti, Carl Young, and Trinna
Simmons - will debut material from its upcoming
album “Chocolate Sugqrhighway" (Capital) at the

in’ Grooves Tour” which hits Pine

m. Monday, Aug. 12. Ziggy

Marley and the Melody Makers, Cypress Hill, The
Fugees with NAS, A Tribe Called Quest, and Busta
Rhymes are also on the bill. “Chocolate Superhighway”

is due out in October.

ing. They )lmve some booths

are egming in
tion of black music.”

The tour, Franti said, is “pretty
fun just becavse I'm s fan of all
the groups that are on it - Tribe,
Fugebs, Cypress, Ziggy, Busta
Rhynjes. It's like having aeason
tickets to the (NBA's Chicago)
Bulls?”

Franti explained that unlike
Lollapalooza there's onc stage
10h a lot of sideshow hype.
“It's not as developed as that.
At sgme venues they have a B
stage; with some funk and acid
jazz groupa that have been play-
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where are selling oils
and incense and little stufl like
that. But it's not like
Lollapalooza.”

*“One thing that the organizers
of the tour made really cool
about this show is with most of
the acts there's a one-minute
change over. A lot of time hip-
hop shows and rock shows they
noteriously have hours between
each band, but here the crew is
super efficient and works really
hard."

“Chocolate Supn Highway" was
recorded in Franti’s home studio,

which allowed the band to take
its time with the album.

“We spent a lot of time work-
ing on the grooves and making
the music and the bents be real
strong. We would do three or four
different versions of the same
song before we came to decide on
what version we were going to go
with,” said Franti, who co-pro-
duced the album with Prince
Charlea Alexander (Notorious
B.1LG., Total).

Spearhead'’s debut LP “Home™
spawned the singles “People In
Tha Middle,” MTV Buzz Bin
favorite and CLIO winner “Hole
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in the Bucket,” and the ground-
broaking track “Positive,” the
cliffhanger story about Franti's
AIDS test. Thoe ainger, o formor
founder of the Beatnigs and
Disposeble,  Haroos of
Hiphoprisy, said he has no plana
on revealing the outcome of the
toat.

“I don't want to say the out.
come of my results. I wanted
people to think for themsclves, I
wanted thom to think about it as
much as I was,” Franti said. ~

“Positive” has made ita mark.
It appeared on the LP “Stolen
Momenta: Red Hot and Cool” (a
musical project benefiting AIDS
research). Additionally, the video
clip for “Positive” has been cho-
sen by the African-American
HIV/AIDS Program of the Rod
Cross as an cducational tool for
their teen outreach efforta.

He promisea more cliffhanger
songs on “Chocolate Supa
Highway"

ere are moro songs on this
record that are stories that lead
you one way and then another. 1
like people to think about the
song when it's finished.”

Tickets for the “House of Blucs
Smokin' Grooves Tour” arc $26
pavilion and $16 lawn. For more
information, call (810) 377-0100.

+ Pantera drummor Vinnic
Paoul is happy to report that lead
singer Philip Anselmo is doing
fine after a near-fatal heroin
overdose last month in Texas,

“It's doin’ great, He's doing bet-
ter shows now than before the
incident. It was a tough lesson
but a well-learned one,” Paul
said during a recent phone con-
versation,

“You can tell the fans that it's
not gonna happen again, We're
going to take the negative expe-
rience and make it a poaitive
one.”

Alsempling of what's playing
at diternative movie theaters
acrdss metro Detroit as revicwed
by Jphn Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre, 5200
Woodward, Detroit, Call 1313}
832-2730 for information. ($5.50;
$4.50 students/seniors)

#7A Perfect Candidate” (USA
- 1996), Aug. 9 - 11 (call for
shpwtimes), The 1994 Virginia

- Senate race between Oliver
Nerth and Chuck Robb is the
focus of this documentary about
the inner workings of the politi-

process.

» “Somcone Else’s America”
(USA - 1996). 7 p.m. Aug. 12. A
magical-realist fairy-tale about
two residents of a Brooklyn
neighborhood who find that the
imlmigrant experience isn't all
i’} cracked up to be.

Magic Bag Theatre, 22020
‘Wpodward, Ferndale, Calt (810)
544-3080 for information. ($2)

® “Clerks” {USA - 1996). 8 p.m.
Aug. 14, Kevin Smith's indepen-
dent feature about life behind
the counter at a New Jersey con-
venience store looks like it was
filmed with a black-and-white
surveillance camera, but it's still
onc of the most outrageous and
funny films in years.

Main Art Theatre, 118 N,
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Onk, Films play through at least
Thursday, unless noted other-
wise, Call (810) 542-0180 for
information and showtimes.
($6.50; $4 students, seniors and
matinee; $3 twilight)

o “Lone Star” (USA - 1996).
John Sayles wrote and dirccted
this subtle, moving drama about
a sheriff who must dig deep to
solve a 40-ycar-old murder.
What lie doesn't count on is that
the prime suspect is his late
father, a legend in his tiny Texns
border town.

» “Trainspotting” (Britain -
1895). A runaway hit in Britain:
the story of five liars, losers,
Jjunkies, and thieves on the road
to self-destruction in modern-
day Edinburgh. This one's
directed by Danny Boyle, wha
made the clever “Shallow
Grave.”

Michigan Theatre 606 Liberty,
Ann Arbor. Call (313) 668-8397
for information. ($5; $4 stu-
dents/scniors)

* “Maybe ... Maybe Not”
{German - 1995). Aug. 9 - 16
{call for showtimes). A German
comedy about a gay man fresh
out of a relationship who finds
himself besieged by admjrers of
both sexes.

® “Clueless” (USA - 1995). 9:10
p.m, Aug. 9; 5 p.m. Aug. 11. A
modern reworking of Jane

“FINALLY, A FOVIE BOTH KIDS AND

GROWN-UPS CAN HOWL AT TOGETHER!
T Dot And Pemn Togehr pell A .

Rxchard Reid, XAO-TV

A Family Clasic ForAl Generations! Whimsieal And Wonderfall”
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Siverman, VOICE OF AMERICA

Danny DeVito Rhea Parlman Embeth Davidts Pam Ferris
and Mara Wilson as “Matilda"

Matilda

Austen's “Emma.”

» “Mystery Science Theatre
3000 (USA - 1996). 11:10 p.m.
Auvg. 9.

e “Sense and Sensibility”
(USA - 1995}, 2:16 p.m. Aug. 10.

» “Pride and Prejudice™ (USA -
1940). 5 p.m. Aug. 10.

s “City of Lost Children”
{France - 1996). 9:46 pm. Aug.
10; 9:10 p.m. Aug. 11,

Redford Theatre, 17360
Lahser, Detroit. Call (313) 537-
2560 for information. ($2.50)

» “Doctor Zhivago” (Britain -
1967). 8 p.m. Aug. 9; 2, 8 p.m.
Aug. 10 - 11 {organ overture
begins o half hour before show-
time). Julie Christic and Omar
Sharif are overwhelmed by the
frozen landscapes in director
David Lean's overwrought
Russian epic.

R

‘Olympic’ tour of black bands

"SYREET. 8¢

Pantora comes to The Palace of
Auburn Hills at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 10, in support of ita latest

salbum “The Great Southern
Trondkill" (Elektra), which Paul
calls “the best record to date.”

Tickots for the show, which
also featuros White Zombic and
the Deftones, aro $25 reserved
and genercl admission floor. For
more information, call (810) 377-
0100,

* “Alphe Soma,” DJ Thomas
Barnett's techno/jungle dance
nights Sundays at the Magic Bag
in Ferndale, is moving to
Tuceday nights starting 9 p.m.

3030,

or via the Internet

on a Touch-Tone phone.
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Aug. 13, Besides changing
nights, the event is changing
names to *Visilluslon Techno
Rave.” Cover charge for the 18-
and-older dance night is $5. For
more information, cull’(slo) 644-

If you have a question or com-
ment for Christina Fuoco, you
can write to her c/o The Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers, 36261
Schooleraft, Livonic, MI 48150,
at
Cfuoco@acl.com, or you can leave
a message for her by calling at
(313) 953-2047 mailbox No. 2130
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“Robin Williams is brilliant in this
extremely funny film”

Past Wamhe WHATRADHOH

“The summers “Robin Williams
WS PobiN WitLiams SRR
Your whole in this
family will Oscar=worlhy
love JACK™ film’’
i o Py
R AR Netrvrees
w “JACK goes
f\u'e? " for the gold
. and emerges
B, ;
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