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————{ HOME ELECTRONICS o

-Photoelectric units
have uses at home

Photoelectric unita
have been around for a
long time. They fre-
quently were uaed
(and nre atill used) to
open doors. But a
homeowner can buy
inexpensive photocl

system, several lights will be contralled
by a contral photoeleetrie sensor. When
the ecnsor is triggered, it allows clectri-
enl energy to flow into the “sceurity”
lights around a home or garage or yard.
Light has always been touted as a
defense against crime. Hence the use of

hotoelectric to turn night into

tric scnsors for other
uscs.

A commercinl exam-
ple of photoelectric
sensors you ace often
is the nutomatic door opener nt, sny,
the'local drug store. A photoelectric
sensor is set up acrose the path of
someono leaving the store. When some-
one passes in front of the sensor, light
no longer falla on the scnsor, so the
electrie door opener is told to open the
door ~ 8o yau don't have to open a door
with your hands full of packages. (Pres-
sure sensors arc anothor way door-
openers are controlled.}

The sun is a simpler and cheaper
source of light to alert a photoelectric
scnsors — and frequent the best source
of light.

The photoclectric sensor usually
works by preventing current flow. How
does this work? So long as light falla on
the photoelectric cell, some action is
STOPPED. Baut if 1¢ss light is scnscd,
the current is no longer there to keep
whatever it is from happening, so o
door opens or an alarm sounds or a
li‘ﬁ\'.L goes on.
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day (or at least dusk).

But photoelectric sensors do not have
to come only from a high-tech home-
security service. Such sennors also are
available for anyone who wants to have
a light come on sutematically after
dark.

A homeowner can plug a photoelec-
tric sensor into a yard light so that the
yard light supplements the light pro-
vided the main street lights, but only
when it is ded. This is inlly
valuable in thoso suburban arcas
where the street lights are few and rel-
atively far botween. ,

Your lpcal supermarket or hardware
store probably has photoelectric sen-
sors that can be screwed into a normal
incandescent light socket. The photo-
electric sensor unit has an normal
socket that a light bulb can then be
serewed into and controlled by the sen-
HOT,

 You just put the photoelectric sensor

into a socket and screw o normal incan-
descent light bulb into tho socket.

Most photoolectric sensors come with
some type of control to allow you to
adjust tho level of light that will trigger
the incand t light. If thoy don't,

sensor if he wants an outdoor light to
come on ot dusk to light the sidewalk.
When the sun sets, the sensors notices
the decline in sunlight and turns on
the artificinl light, making footing
safer.

Photoclectric gensors also are avail-
able as part of free-standing "bollards,”
those short poles one sees along walk-
ways or driveways that provide light at
night. (They aroe often referred to ns
low-voltage landscape lighting.) The
photoelectric sensor in cach bollard
senses when the light decreases belaw
o factory-set or user-set amount and
turns oh the artificial light. A local
retail clectrical aupply store sells bol-
lard switch photoelectric sensors for
$60 and up.

Sometimes, the bollards are solar
powered: They absorb solar cnergy dur-
ing the day and then release it when
the light level falla too low.

Such bollards are available at some
lnrge retail stores or from lighting spe-
cialists.

Qutside the home, one or more photo-
electric sonsors ¢can control holiday
lighting. Just be certain the power rat-
ing of all tho strings of light powered
threugh one photoelectric sensor does
not exceed the safe rating for that sen-

you can use a picce of tape to cover
part of the sensor opening. Do not use
tape if the light bulb is below the sen-

.sor opening ~ the tape could dry out

and catch fire from tho heat of the
light.

A small unit capable of safely con-
trolling a 160-watt light bulb costs
from $5 up.

Inside the home, one or more photo-
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 ON HARDEN, THOMASVILLE,
PENNSYLVANIA-HOUSE, LEXINGTON,
- and many, many more . -

price you can afford.

To make that dream more
affordable Classic interiors will

give you

An Extra 8% Discount
When You Pay Cash!

Now is the best time of the
summer to purchase that piece
or group of the best quality
| furniture made today. Imagine
the room of your dreams at a

cloctric sensora can be used if
in the housc needs additional light to
sce clearly. Once sct, the photoclectric
sensor will turn on additional lighting
at the lovel you want. Depending on
how sensitive you make the sensor, it
will turn ‘on additional lighting
whether the cause of darkness is
cloudinezs or on-coming evening or
closed drapes.

Other uses around the home for the
little cells you can buy at the store are
for stair wells (when the light declines,
the incandeseent light goes on).

This goes for safety night lighting,
perhaps at the base of the stairs. No
more groping at 2 a.m. in a sleep-
induced stupor for the light switch if
the night light has come on automati-
cally.

With a tiny night light with a built-in
photoelectric sensor, no child need face

come To Classic Interiors and
ENTER TOWIN A
321" MITSUBISHI COLOR TV!

No Purchase Necessary.,
Drawing Sept. 14, 1996

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30-9:00; Tues., Wed.,, Sat. &30;5:30; OpenSun. 1-5

~ CLASSI

INTERIORS &
FURNITURE

20292 MIDDLEBELT, LIVONIA (South of 8 Mile)

(810) 474-6%00

visI
OUR IN-STORE

CLEARANCE
CENTER

. )

\

A3
!

B8Or.

NY
o
Ofton as a part of 8 home sceurity LD“

* Al discounts are off manufacturens' m‘s;:d retaijprices.
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