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Days of Denlal: When it comes to
local politics, there are the Ins
and the Outs. The Outs are in
these days, and the Ins had bet-
ter start paying more attention
to the Outs./A18

SPECIAL'SECTION

Crulsin’ Woodward: Look for the
official guide to this Saturday’s
second-annual Woodward
Avenue Dream Cruise among
today’s inserts.

About those endorsements: The
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers incorrectly reported Oak-
land County Circuit Court can-
didate Nanci Grant’s endorse-
ments for the Aug. 6 primary
election. The Detroit News and
the Detroit Free Press endorsed
Grant. A primary opponent,
John N. O'Brien, was endorsed
by the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers and The Oakland
Press. Grant and O'Brien will vie
for a Circuit Court judgeship in
the Nov. 5§ general election.
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Sewer levels too
high in city sub

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

In Farmington’s Chatham Hills subdivisi
rain of disdain falls mainly in the drain,
That's why residents will have their home's down-
spouts il in an effort to curb excess water from
flowing into the Evergreen-Farmington sewer system.
City of Farmington has inspected sump pump sys-
tems and installed meters in the-subdivision in
attempta to correct the problem, but sewer levels are
of Natural R: 3

, the

liking.
Some 70 residences with footing drains will be con-

tacted during the next few weeks. City engineers,

Orchard, Hiltz and McCliment, then plan measure

water flow and compile a roport for the Michigan

Department of Environmental Quality by June.
*We're going to keep on working at the problem,”

City Manager Frank Lauhoff said. “I hopa this solves

ithbut T'm not confident at this time it will.”

*(But) we have to do all theso things.”

Farmington is going to check whether those spouts
— which reroute runoff from rooftops to lawns —
extend far enough from homea, The city requires they
be fiva feet from the house.

In some cases, though, further may need-

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTATP WRITER

Moved by the good deeds of an
animal-loving resident and her

Farm animals and suburbanites often don't
{ mix, and many communities have rules to

keep the animnls out. But Farmington Hills  busis.
officials realizes their can be exceptions.

would allow animals and fowl to be
within tho currently-enfarced 175-
foot sotback.

It would also nllow exceptiona for
tho ordi iring “that cattle,

ighbors, the Farmington Hills
City Councll Is not erying fowl every
timae an animal gets too close.

By a unanimous vote, council
members approved the introduction
of an ordinance amendmont that

sheep, gonts and pigs not he located
within 200 feot of tho property line,
and that buildings to houso animals
such as fowl and rabbita not be clos-
er than 78 feet to o property line”

ills: Fow! exception fair

The excoption would bo allowed
only after a zoning board revlew and
would be handled on a case-by-case

Supporters and neighbora of Doris
Kangns, who lives in tho Pasadenn
Park subdivision north of 11 Mile
and west of Orchard Lok, showed
up to ask that a provision for an
excoption be mado.

Two youngsters thought Kangaa
was kceping residents close to
nature by bringing the country.to
the city.

“Every city should have at lenst
one farm,” sald young Teart Powell,

0

ed beeause hilly topography could be causing surface

. water to flow back towards footing drains, where it

secps into the sewer system through drain tiles.

Thirty-seven sump pump sysiems were found to be
improporly connected to the sewer system during an
inapection of 270 homes by the city’s Public Service
Department.

Homes in Chatham Hille were built in the mid-
19608 through the 1ate1870s.

‘Most of the homes the ity is concentrating on were
constructed in the late 10603 and were under con-
struction before now laws and restrictions were

on sewer Systems.
p'ﬂ:l, the area has a lot of ground water, which cre-
ates infiltration, Lauhoff aaid.

“Al]l these things combined make it very difficult to
deal with this kind of situation,” he said. “Bottom line
is: the DNR doesn’t care. We're under permit to get

.that out and we have to do that.”
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who lives on 11 Mile,

Brandon Strasaberg, who:like
Powoll is a budding nature lover
agreed.

“Because of Dorls' influenco, 1
would like to work with animnls in
future,” he said, “It's ene of tho best
learning experlences.”

Subdivision neighbors wrote the
city council and planning depart-
ment aaking that an exception be
maode to allow Kangas® “biopint.”

“Over the years ahe has cared for
many assorted pets,” the lotter said.

Hills
fired up
over new

fire HQ

By WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAFF \WRITER

Beo L, A2

.

Farmington Hills has begun a
procens that should help its fire
department become wore efficient
and respand quicker to emergencies
of all kinds. .

‘Thanks to a public safety millage
passed by Hills voters in November
of 1996, the fire department will
begin construction of a fifth fire sta-
tion that will be manned 24-hours.

The new station will be built
behind the city complex at 11 Mile
ond Orchord Loke. Groundbreaking
coremonies nre at 11 a.m. Friday.

- The millage nlso, provide for add

ning with four this year. The city.

firat batlalion commander to lead
one of the shifts nt the new facility;
which is scheduled to he opencd next,
July.

“It's been o long-tern goal of ming
to be a fire chief sute day,” said the
new battalion cammander, Don St
Clair. "I wanted a commnnd posi-
tion.” :

St. Clair, 38, will become one of
the new shift commanders at the
station. He was sclected from cight
carcer firefighters in the department
who underwent a battery of tests
and interviews. .

St. Clair is well-known throughout
the community under his alias,
“Gadget.” He has been the lead
clown and ereator of many of the
department's skits performed for
schoo) children to promate fire pre<
vention and eafety. :

1n addition, St. Clair has been the
department'’s representative on the
Western Wayne County Hazardous
Materials Team. Like the city's
other full-time firefighters, St. Clair
has been heavily involved in an
inspection program to prevent fires.

A veteran of 15 years with the
department, including cight as a
full-time firefighter, St. Clair is alsa
a captain for paid-on-call firefighters
at Station 1, on Nine Mile. .

“I'm used to going out at night,” he
said of his paid-on-call status. "The
new rhift system won't be that much
of an adjustment.” N

“I feel that as the first battalion
commander, I'll be blazing a trail
and developing the new pasition,” he
said.

Deputy Fire Chief Pete Baldwin
said St. Clair's creativity coupled
with experience made him a good
choice for the job. N

*Don has a very creative mind,”
Baldwin said. “Ho offers o different
way to solve a problem.”

St. Clair has a letter of apprecia-
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“tional fu)l-time firefighters, begin-

algo tested and aclected the city’s

On ofl and gas drilfing
rilling for oil and gas, onca an issue in
Farmington Hills, will be discussed at o
public meeting 78 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 20, at tho
Novi Civit Center, 45176 W. 10 Mile Road, about
& half mile west of Novi Road.

FARMINGTON FOCUS
Kids health program

B otsford General Hospital .nnd West River
Sk Center will host their sixth-

The is 8p d by the Michi,
Encrgy Reform Coalition. The group is described
an *a statewids altinnce of 19 citizen groups and
local governments working for improvementa in
oil and gas policy™ in ita notices. ..

For more iufbi'mlunn about the gm'u;;, call
Joan Seamster at 1-810.363-7083, s

annual “Kid's Health and Safety Celchration™ 10
a.m. to 3 pam. Saturday, Aug. 24, at the shop-
ping center on Grand River betweon Orchard
Lake and Middlebelt roads. .

‘The Health Devel k of ford
Hospital will provide scveral activitics for chil-
dren throughout the day.

land County Health Dopartment Immunization
van, which will provide free shota for kids. Par-
ents or guardians should bring immunization
recorda.

In addition, there will be children’s photo IDs,
hearing tests, en appearance by o clown, hourly
raffles, gifts, children’s fitness and nutrition
information, fruit giveaways, a CEMS ambu-
lance for kids to explore and an Emergency Med-
icnl Technician to answer questions.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to the
Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48335; faxed lo 477-9722; or dropped off
at the newspoper office.
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The event will include a visit from.the Onk-
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