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Blker pedals Northwest passage

BY mec: TIWKRAIIII

Pau] E[ulc of Farmington
Hills keops fit riding a bicyele 8
1/2 miles to his job in West
Bloomfield Township. But his
daily commute includes a valuo-
added bonefit that has nothing
, to do with maintaining musclo

“To avoid gridlock, a bike's the
only way to travel,” said Riggio,
who meanagos MQM Bieycle &
Fitness Equipmont at North.
western Highway and Orchard
Lake Road. “I ride on the aide-
walk along Orchard Lake, glid.
ing past traffic. The area’s a sen
of ears during rush hour.”

Riggio even scheduloea his
employees’ lunch breaks and
bank deposits before or after
peak travol times, but t'he traffic

n Whon Detrott emptles around 8 p.m.,
Northwestern is packed. From the
sos drivers waving thelr fiats and’

store, wo
lhoutlng

at each otnor. It’- 2 mass.'

Lo "Paul Riggio
L F‘urml‘gﬂan Hills

yield signs, and vohicles in the
roundabout always havp the
right of way, Though traffic
scoms to crawl toward tho circle,

gridlock’s avoided because vehi-

cles nover atop moving.

“The idea ehould bc Tooked at,” .
" Biagell said, *but it's not some-"

thing wo can decido ovornight.
Sincoe it's a rudlcul departure
from what we're used to, thero's
bound to be criticism.”

A roundabout costs some

backup at 14 Mile, N

Highway and Orchard Lake

Rpad can last for hours, The

evening rush, Riggio said, runs 3

to 6:30 p.m.

¥When Datroit ompties around
§ p.m., Northwestern ia packed,”
he “nid. “From the store, we sce
drivera waving their fista and
shouting at each other, Xt'u a
mess.”

Besides habitual traffic anags
at the highly traveled intersec-
tions bardering Farmington Hills
and West Bloomfield Township,
accidents ave commonplace. The
14 Mile/Orchard Lake crossing
—the site of 219 accidents from
1863 to 1986 — is Oakland
County's ninth-highest accidont
sitd, according to a recent report
from the Traffic Improvement
Association of Qakland County.

The Mithlgnn,Depnrtmem of
Transportation's (MDOT) offered
a novel remedy for gridlock at 14
Mile, Orchard Lake and North-
western — inatalling throe

- reundabouts, or traffic circles
commonly uaed in Europe, So
far; 'replacing traffic lights with

. traffic circles at an intersection

that handles somo 85,000 cars a

duy has generated “skoptical
. optitiliam™ among local officinls,
snid'Tom Biasell, Farmington
Hills’ public sorvices director.

In theory, a roundabout allows
up to five lanes of traffic, travel-
ing at about 20 milea per hour,
to entor the traffic circlo. Vehi-
cles entor the circle at a 30-
degree angle and always travel
aide by side. There's no stops or
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$300,000, compared to about $16
million for  traditiona) intersee-
tion. A double roundabout at a
Valil, Colorado, intersection haa
roduced the accident rato by
ebout 80 percent, according to
. Injury accidonta also are
veduced in a roundabout becauso
vehicles can’t be broadsided.
“Residents would love an inno-
vative solution that would safely
move traffle along Orchard
Lake,” Weat Bloomfield Supervi-
sor Jeddy Hood said, “but my gut
fecling is that the area’s too con:
gested for a traffic circle.”
Farmington Hills Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi agrees: “It's a problom

intersection, but could a round- *

about handle the volume nf
cara?”

Vagnozzi and Hood both said.a
less congested crossing, such as
14 Mile and Haggorty in West
Bloomfield Township, might be a

better location for a traffic circle, '

Public hoarings in West
Bloomfield Township and Farm-
ingtan Hilla will determine if a
triple roundabout will be used. If
tho idea wins public approval,
and secma feasibla to local offi-
cials, the intorscction would be
the first in North America wnl.h
three traffic circles,

’ ple think 'wo may not be recpiv.

ing our fair share of highway
fundmg. Wost Bloomfield's

'The truth h. ‘the uynam
worka slowly, We could decide
what we need to do teday, but
not be nblo to got funding for

. three yeara,”

In the meantime, anlngw
Hille' Vagnozzi stiid he's depend-
ing on the Haggerty Connector
{M-6} ta relieve ~— but not solve
— congestion .along Orchard
Lake Road. Road work to extend
M-6 from 12 Mile to 14 Mile will
begin this summer, but the exit

won't be operational until 1089,

Long-range plans call for extend-
ing tho freaway to Pontiac Trail,
n to miotorists who now use

a
Orchard Loke Road to travel .

north to arecas such as Com-
merce Township and Milford,
i 8o much- road work, so little

unding.

“We're all handicapped by a
lack of road funds. In addition to
local road improvements, we

could use an exit at Inkateron I. *

698," Vagnozzi sald.

“Thero are a lot of dnmnndn on |

highway monoy right now,” said
Ed Waddell, MDOT transporta-
tion plnnner *The (Northwest-
ern/Orchard Lake Road/14 Mile)
intersectfon is troublesome, and
as the funding atream moves
along, this area will be at the top
of the pile.”

Waddell expects tha three-way
crossing that linka Farmington
Hills and Wost Bloomfield Town.
ship to bo intluded in the sfate'’s
‘Tranaportation Improvement
Program for fiseal years 1899 to
2001.

Also mcluded in the pmposcd
road project are the following

Whatever the golution, local
officials said, road imp;
can't come scon enough for cxas-
perated motorists who travel
Orchard Lake, 14 Mile and
Northwestern during rush hour.
“We pay a high percentago of
taxes to the (Oakland County)
road commission, and many peo-

W Widen Northwestern High-
way to six lnnes from 12 Mile to
14 Mile. .

M Widen Orchard Lake Road

from 14 Mile to Maple Road to;
six lanes. If Michigan U-turns :

arc added along Orchard Lake

i HHls, M1

(.

- plans will hinge on public opin-
. ::n and the availability of fund-

Road, stop linhu wm ba ellm[—

ngted.
‘M Widen Ma la Road to four
lanes from Orchard Lake Road

- simlilar to ono on 12 Mile in"
'armingto:

n Hills,

B Add severnl turn lanes on 14
Mile, 80 motorists can enter sub-
divieions wlthout delay during
rueh hour. Though the road's
north eido la in Weat Bloomfleld,
14 Mile is under .Fnrmlngton .
Hills' jurisdiction.

Coat for the road project,

id with state and fodornl |
ﬁy I\mdl. is estimated u:ﬂ&bg b

Farmington Hills
X Wast Bloumﬁnld have alrendy

approved MDOT's preliminary
ideas-for the road work, but final

8. 9
*“Traffic congéstion I8 a priority
for us,” Weat Bloomfield's Hood
‘said. *It was a blg issuc when 1
took office in 1892, and it'e still a
problem, We've got some time to
;‘le\ elop lolutloms. and we will fix..
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The Mlchlgan Institute for Sleep Medldne affilfated with Providence Hospital, addmses
the needs'of patients who suffer Emm one of the above symptoms or the more than 88

Do you have any of these symptoms?

- Breathing pauses during sleep
‘s Excessive daytime sleepiness
e Imitabllity and mood swlngs .
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offictally ized sleep di

. one of our sleep specialists.

+ Willian T. Allen, MD, Dlplomate, '
. Amerlan Board of Sleep Madicine,

Is ¥y you
knot from a more productive life; call 1-800 547-8421 to schedule an appointment with

MiSSIONTHEALTH

. Tlrnothy Hsu, MD, Diplomate,
American Board of Steep Medicine

'ou or

ProvipENCE HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTERS

Sleep Disorders Center
47601 Grand River Avenue
Novi, Michigan 48374
810-380-4290 -
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SALE STARTS q
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15 8:00 am. to 6:00 pm, L s
FRIDAY, AUGUST 16 “8:00 am. 1o 6:00 pm. 2
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 ' 8:00 a.m. to 400 pm. .

13450 Farmington Road, Livonia
(313) 525-1990

Farmington Road Just South of Schoolcraft Rd.

Providence Medical Office Building
22250 Providence Dr., Suite 100
Southfield, Michigan 48075
1.800-547-8421
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