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he arm that helps hold
. up tho law has also
learnod that it's impor.

tant to give something back, -

Which is why Michigan State
Police Trooper and Farmington
resident John Jackson hus been
named “Peace Officer of tho
Year” by the Fraternal Order of
Police despite not boing a mem-
ber of the statewide organiza-
tion.

No atate police trooper was on
the selection committee, which
reviows applications from 800
law enforcement agencies, .

‘That fact wasn't loat on the
person who called Jackson to
inform him of the honor, ~

“Heo said, congratulations
again, That makes it all the
mare desorving,” said Jacksen,

H ‘I've never wanted
to be thought of, ‘Oh
boy. He's got 28
years in; he can't
keep up or whatever.
've just wanted to
go out and puil my
own welght.'
ﬂ-ooger John Jackson
——Peace Officer of the Year'

oyea,” said Jackson, 83, who is n
26-yoar voteran, "It might lot
some people know thore are
somo resources availablo.”

That wasn't the cese when
Jackson realized ho had a drink-
ing problem.

Jackson and othera lobbied for

recalling the conv i

In Jackson’s casg, actiona

speak louder than affiliations.

hose he's been lauded for
include his running walst-deep
into a swamp — despite suffer-
ing a heart attack threo years
before — to save a man who was
drowning and aeverely injured
after crashing his car off 1.696
near Middlebelt that night in
October,

A fow montha prior, Jackson
chased and captured a prisonor
on foot who had escaped custody
at the 47th District Court in
Farmington.

But some of biggest demons
Jackson's confronted have beon
his own.

Jackson, a recavering alcoholic
for nine years, spent several
hours telling about his battle
with the disease during a video
recording last year.-

He was interviowed along with
enlisted and retired officers for a
production on law enforcement
and alcoholiam. The torrent of
emotions the interviews pro-
duced led some to wonder if the

- tape would ever see it to a VCR.

Brighton Hospital is using the
video as part of its treatment
program. It's a story that needed
te be told, he eaid.

“I thought it might open some

Getting
acqualinted:
David

Chomet, a
newly-hired
physical edu-
cation
teacher at

. Midd
School, lis-
tens to
Superinten-
dent Bob
Maxfield talk -
about the
district.
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an omploy

which has been started by the
Michigan State Police's Behav-
foral Scienco Division. Troopers
and their family membors can
rocoivo help dealing with aub-
stance abuse.

*I lock at my situation os
boing o fortunate individual,”
Jackson said. *I didn't have to go
that route whero others have
gone, tho Black and Blue divi-
sion where thoy and their fami-
lics have been hurt.”

He worke out of the state
polico Northville Post, whore he
was also named *Trooper of the
Year” in April, Ho's also sorved
in Romeo, Detroit, Traverae
City, L’Anse, and Petoskey since
joining in 1971,

He remembers working at o
gas etation on Detroit's east side
— where ho grew up — when a
little boy came in sobbing after
thieves had atolen his bike. The
gas station owner phoned police,

A few minutes later, o blue
state police cruiser pulled up and
two trooper 8 stepped out. The
troopers took the boy and
returned to the gas station 45
minutes loter with a bike
strapped on tap. The boy was in
the front seat smiling with a lol-

lipop. .
*That sold me,” Jackson said.

NeW“teacheI"s get chalk talk

Peace prize: Farmington resident'and Michigan
life, capturing an escaped prisoner and telling a

“A young man sceing that ... 1
was o goner.”

Jackson received tho “Peaco
Officer of Year” award during a
ceramony at the FOP state con-
vention in June.

He donnted $600 to the Michi

Foundation, which is trying to
catpblish o memorial to police
officors who have been killed

wn duty.

His dutioes include patrolling
this aren's freeways, which
includes writing tickets and

(A3

Trooper honored for doing his part

=
:
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State Police trooper John Jackson did his share in 1995, saving o -
bout his personal battles with alcohalism to help other. officers.

)

helping stranded motorist
change a flat tire. -

Or, in Jackson's case, not apar-
ing a sacond thought te jump
into a swamp to save the life of
an accident victim,

“Just because of my age anga
my heart attack, I've never’
wanted to be thought of, ‘Oh boy
He's got 26 yeara in; he can’t
keep up or whatever,” Jacksop:
said. “I've just wanted to go out’

and pull my own weight.”

gan Law Enforcement Memorial

in preparation for school year

School doesn't begin until Aug.
27, but 60 some new teachers
are preparing for their first day.

Farmington Public Schoeol

remembeor a lot of these folks
came into the profession around
the baby boom ﬁme;'

s < 4 ol

Maxfiald

conducted an intensive, three-
day orientation program for new

hires.

Retirements and leaves have
led to a third-year of high
turnover at the district.

. “By and large, it's retire-
ments,” said Larry Lobert, direc-
tor of Personnel, “You have to

wolcomed the new crew at the
Farmington Training Center
Tuesday. He provided an
overview and shared his vision
for the district,

Incoming teachers also got o
glimpse of the area’s history
through a video.

People from the district’s bilin-

gual, gifted and special cdoca-

tion programs gave presentn-

tions on the services they pro- .

vide, .

" And, of course, members of the
Personnel Department mado
sure all the proper forms had,
beén filled out.

Many of the new teachers have .

worked in other districts; Some
are straight out of college.
h

Plan for a ‘Sober

Farmington Families in Action (FFIA) is plan.
ning a month of activitics promoting awareness
and education in substance abuse with a new
name__Sober October.

"~ *When people sco red ribbons all gver Farming-
ton during October, the name Sober October easily
explains what this campaign is all about,” said
Patti Frederick, committee chair,

Each October FFIA sponsors a red ribbon cam-
paign as well as other activities to prevent sub-

* stance abuse and promote a drug-free community.

. The month begins with a Community Breakfast
Oct. 1 at 7:16 a.m. at Glon Oaks featuring nation-
ally renowned speaker and “cdu-tainer” Kevin
Wanger who was a hit at the paront and atudent
GRIP workshop last winter.

. -Sowme other events this year include a Big Boy
Mvdgcrver Night fund raiser and a video for

parents of, middle achool students which will be
cable cast on TV-10 and INFO TV-12.. - .
Students will also get involved by tying a gigan-
tic red ribbon around the high schools’ press boxes.
Another FFIA sponsored program TWYKAA
(Talking With Your Kids About Alcahol) will kick
off in October. This year's parenting program is
offered four consecutive mornings or evenings
beginning in October. Call Linda Enberg to regis-
ter, 476-2303. . T .
“Wo are a community that is doing something to
control the problem,” said Frederick, “and FFIA
has been at the forefront for 12 years,'We can
make a difference if the community works.together
to become aware and involved with our youth.” ™
Call Farmington Families in Action at 471-5893
for more information, to get your red il
sign up for any of these activities. " ... .

Octob'.efr"".’
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OPTIONS....

After breast surgery
conslder avary alternative,
then make the cholces

that nra‘rlght for you.

Our Intimate Apparol
salaspoople are tralned

to understand your
concerns and can answer
important quastions you 'may:
have. They are prosthesis
fitting spoclaliats and will
halp you salect breast forms
and bras for a natural

look and feel.

Call, or stop by for

your private consultation.
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