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Youth program
offered in Hills

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFF WIITER

The Farmington Hilla Youth
Sorvices Program will bo new
and improved in its first ful]
year of operation.

Todd Lipa, director of the pro-
gram that started in March, soid
many of the problems, such as
transportation glitches, have
been solved since the program's
summoer hiatus.

“We're also hoping to have the
YMCA on line once the expan-.
sion {8 completed (in October),”
Lipa said, “It will be a different
kind of conter.

“We're also trying to find o
space in the southeast corner of
the city.”

The program was funded in

art by a federal grant of
ESBB,OOO and $200,000 of the
city's parks and recreation mill-
age money earmarked for youth
programa,

It is designed for middle-
school aged childten (11-16) and
was well attended in its firat 3
1/2 month incarnation,

Registration for the program is
scheduled to coincide with Sun-
day's Families Fest at the

Tourney

Catholic Social Services of
Oakland County will hest ita
inaugural Golf Outing at Inde-
pendence Green-Golf course in
Farmington Hills Aug. 23.

“This event will help raise
funds to support such services ns
family counseling, substance
abuse, child welfare, adoleacent
counseling and older adult care,”
said Joseph Vindici, a board
member chairing the outing.

Limited space is still available
for the team scramble.

N ‘It wlil bo a different
kind of center.’

Todd Lipa

—program director

Costick Center on 11 Mile from
noon to 4 p.m, Students can also
registor once the school year
begins,

The program bogins Sept, 3
and includes basketball, swim-
ming, computer gomes and
many other actlvitiea.

‘The program was a creation of
the city’s Commisaion on Chil-
dren Youth and Families,

Councilwoman Nancy Bates
pushed for the commission's cre-
ation while mayor. Lipa was ita
first chairman,

The program, also called Hori-
zons, is designed by the young
participants themsolves under
the supervision of full and part-
time staffers.

The program works with the
schools for “zero telerance” of
drugs and aleohol abuse, while
providing a safe, unstructured
environmunt for after achool
activities,

Even homework can and hae
been done at the center, which
shares apace with senior pro-
grams.

In its first months, the pro-
gram had 233 male and 182
female participants.

East Middle School, which is
within walking distance of the
Costick Center, had 204 stu-
dents out of the 415 participants,

“I think you'll see more Dunck-
el studonts involved once we get
l.h‘;:‘Y up and running,” Lipa
said,

Sunday’s Families Fest will
fenture tours of the Youth Cen-
ter along with gi: immu.
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account present and projected
use. :

A solection comnvittee com-
posed of Councilwoman Vicki
Barnott, Biasell, and Bob
DeCorte from the Traffic
Improvemeont Aasociation, of
Oakland County developed a
short list of five consulting firms
to complete thoe study.

That study will have input
from a larger steoring commit-
tee, composed of residents, busi-
ness representatives and others.
That committee will meet with
the consultant Aug. 28.

In oddition to input from the
steoring committee, Market
Opinion Resoarch will survey
residonts.

1dent

M ‘The traffic wlii con-
tinue to grow hecause
of all the development
in the avea.’ '
Rolf Kilian
—Metro Transportation

ana and the Cincinnati area,
Wargelin sald.

Metro Tranaportation has
worked in Southfield and Novi
as well a8 doing some work in
Farmington Hills, snid Senior
Vice Presidont Rolf Kilian.
“We have 33 years of experionco
in this field,* Kilion aaid, “The
koy \’wlll be w!mt el;dblnm! _':l"x

“We'll sBurvey and

businesses to got their ideas on
traffic and travol through Farm-
ington Hills,” anid Laurie
Wargolin, the company'a vice
president, “We want their opin-
{ons concorning traffic, safoty
and commuting.” .
Wargelin said the stoering

nizations, {ingerprinting, games
and other activities.

Back to achool physicala will
also be provided at n nominal
cost,

Photo identification card will
also be issued to program partic.
ipantas this year.

For furthor information, call
473-1841 or 489-3814.

set for Hills links

The cost is $65 per person and
includes golf, a cart, snocks,
lunch and prizes for the longest
drive, closest to the pin, door
prizes and much more,

A cash bar and hors d'ccuvres
will follow.

Janina Parrott Jacobs, founder
of the Metro Detroit Chapter of
the Executive Woman's Golf
Association, will be on hand to
offer tips and accept challengers
to “beat the pro” in putting con-
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tests. Jacobs carries a 1-handi-
cap, is ranked among the top
women amateur golfers in Michi-
gan and is currently featured in
a series of Goll segmenta for
UPN Channel 50.

Independence Green golf
Course is at 24316 Washington
Court in Farmington Hills, near
Grand River and Halsted. Call
Vindici at 1-819-442-0447 to sign
up.

Last year, the Civic hosted a travel log series.
. Attendance wasn’t great, but Hohler believes
there's enough interest to sustain discussing and

showing travel films.

Dolby sound will also be installed in the the-
ater's balcony thenter area. The main floor has had
stercophonic sound for several years.

pear,” he said.

“What else can I do?” Hohler enid,

Other existing theaters like the Old Orchard and
United Artist Theater on Grand River will feel the
pinch, Hohler predicted.

“They're all going to see a piece of the pic disap-
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il would help focus on
specific {ssucs and questions
would be sent through the city's

lettor ao that any resi
can take part in the survey.
“Weo'll also do a telephone sur-
vey of from 400-600 people to
meke sure we have a ropresenta-
tive sample,” she snid.
The Hills company has done
similar work in southeastorn
Michigan, New Hampshire, Indi-
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Killan, ns well ns city officinla,
aro cautioning residents about
expecting too much..

“The traffic will continue to
grow because of all the dovelop-
ment in the area,” hie said.

“But we can look at traffic sig-
nals, such ns thost on 12 Mile,
and improve the flow of traffic,
improve nir quality and safoty.”

Biasel! aaid the improvement
could mean small time and
aggravation savings for. individ-
ual drivers that add up to major
savings on an intersection
crossed by 40,000 vehiclea,

The use of the county’a “Fast

Track” system, modeled after a
system in Sydney, Australia,
uses cameras to monitor traflic

T
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and adjust slgnaling ucw!’d‘_nlly.t :

That ayatem is already fal"
place in some arens of anlﬂfu" )
ton Hills, including at 11 Mile’
and Orchard Lake. . .

“Wa do want to laok at B
specific idens, such as what can
bo done at 12 Mile and Orchard
Lake {by the I-696 interchange) ¢
and the possible use of round-
abouts,” Binscll said. “But the °
city council will aventually
decide what paramctera to uso.”

“We'll have improvements and
leas congestion,” Binsell\aaid, . .-
“But we are not talking abbut a .
dramatic change for &
motorist.” R -}

McCarthy said some of the |
changes will involve give \
motoriats more of a perception-of
an improved traffic flow than 4 \
real change. R

“The Middlcbolt and Gruyfleld
interacction is on cxdmple;of
that,” he said: “Bul"we've had .
lots of complinients on that.” ¢

Binsell said any improvement
must also bo poereeived as an
improvement in order for the.
public to see it ns a real improve-
ment.

Barnett agreed that dramatic

tutions won't be fort! {

“We have to do this within the
existing budget,” she said. “But."
some problema are not that difi- |
cult. We hnd a situation where
garbage was being collected on o
major road at rush hour™

S

them, ‘Do you think you can put
a container outside where people
can put their cigarette butts?
She's not shy.”

Finlayaon's energy coincides
with her lave of exercise. She ran
track and was o member of the
pom pon squad st Farmington
High.

She was part of a Michigan
pom-pon delegation that went to
the Olympica in Atlanta, but
whose performance was canceled
after the bomb blast in Centen-
nial Park.

At 8 a.m., or sometimes even

7:30 a.m., Finlayson arrives to
work. Downtown is peaceful at
that time of the morning, she
said.

Her spruce up patrol‘includes
the entire Central Busi is-

gawkers will beep their horns.
She ignores them, She's alao -
came across a couple of “seary,
cerie” Jooking people, but there's
been no problems. N
“Farmil is such a friendly

triet, which includes the Down-
town Center east to the Village
Commans,

For the most part, the weather
has been cooperative, Though
Finlayson continued to work out-
side when it has raincd.

Her familiar presence attracts
attention.

When motorists drive by, some

place,” she said. “There ure so
many seniors who live here and
they'll say encouraging wordg -
like, ‘Good job.”™ o
Her summer job has also given
her a new perspective on the
place where she'a grown up. o
“It's taught me to nppreciate
the hard werk it takes to keep
Farmington beautiful,” she snid,

ST. JOHN FALL 1996
COLLECTION SHOW

Thursday, August 22
10 am to 4 pm

Featuring smart selections
for day or evaning wear.
Preview the shapes and
colors of St. John for fall.
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Jacobson's

LAUREL PARK PLACE » NEWBURGH & SIX MILE + LIVONIA
MONDAY - FRIDAY, 10 AM TO © PM. SATURDAY, 10 AM TO 6 PM.
UNDAY, NOON TO 8 PM.
PHONE: 591-7890 = FAX: B81-0227




