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Official keeps watch over county business, »g.‘r‘owth

BY Toup WICKS
BTAY? WRITER

“Run Onkland County like n
business” is Ken Rogers' unolfi-
cial motto.

Appointed as a deputy county
axceutive in June, Rogers plans
to do Just that. The former direc-
tor of community and economle
development enys he will follow
the lead of County Exccutive L.
Brooks Patterson by always
keeping the bottom line in mind

“I'm a businessman who's
como to government, and 1 like
what I've seen of his style,” said
Regera recently, “He's been an
affective manager of the public
trust. I'd like to think I could fol-
Tow that kind of inltiative.”

Rogers, of Springfield Town-
ahip, recalled Patteraon’s han-
diing of n potentinlly disastrous
cconomic crisia a few years back.
“In 1993, we discovered n $24
million shortfall that would
affect the county the next yenr.
Inu\cnd of bondmg thnt debt out,

insure that it wouldn’t fall on
the backs of the public, and in
tlu. end, our bond rating went

“Fincnl responsibility is what
ho haa act in piace and I intend
to fallow along that path.”

But that will be no small
responsibility. Onkland County
is now officinlly the natlon’s
fastest-growing county, with
more than one willion cltizons
and 40,000 businessea, How
does Rogers plan to keep this
auccess going?

“By stoying lean and mean,”
he said. “Onkland County has
4,000 employces, versus the city
of Detroit, which has 17,000, 1
think those numbers show that
we're pretty efficient hore.”

“When I asked him to join the
administration, I knew he was o
talented guy,” said Patterson
recently. “But he scored home
run after home run on projects,
Every time 1 asked him to do
something, it was done superbly.
When (former deputy county

ive) John Grubbn retired,

Mr. P d the bud-

get. He took numerous steps to

it wns a tough call for me to
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make, but Ken caught my eye.”

Finances and budgets are
nothing new to Rogers, Before
working for the county, he was
the ca-owner of Evans and Asso-

cintes, a auccessful real cstate |

and davelopment company, for
20 years. Ho founded Oakland
County’s Economic Development
Corporation (EDC), and current-
ly servea on the board of direc-
tors ot St, Joseph Mercy Hoapi-
tal in Pontine,

“Ken hag been a valued mom-
ber of our Divisional Bonrd since
his appolntment in 1994,” said
Thomns Feurig, president of St.
Joseph. “His expertise and per-
apective significantly contributes
to our misslon of bringing quali-
ty henlth care to the communi-

Also the current director of
United Way of Oakland County,
Rogers volunteered for 18 years
there, and waa named the coun-
ty's Volunteer of the Year in
1962,

“He was a major fund-raiser
for United Way," snid Jim Fish-
er, nssocinte executive divector
of United Way of Oakland Coun-
ty. “He raised $3.8 million for
henlth and human services, an
increase of 16 percent over the
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*Striving for excellence: Recently appointed deputy execu-

tive Ken Rogers will keep a business eye on the county.

previous year. In fact, Ken was
responsible for the fifth largest
growth in the campaign's 56-
yenr history.”

Despite the financinl problems
it will cause the county, Rogers
seemed genuinely disappointed
when the Detroit Lions

announced their intention to
move out of the Pontiac 8ilver-
dome as acon as_ possible.
“There s a tremendous sense
of loss, I don’t think I'll ever
forget the first time I sat down
and watched a game there.
(But) wo can't have a stadium
there if we don't have a football
team. It's going to have to come
down. It sita on a valuable
plece <f property.”

But besides that pothole, he
says that the only foresseable
problem to the county’s contin.
ued growth is simply running
out of land. “We also have to
recognize that Oakland County
enjoys a very high quality of
life. We have more golf holes
per capita than any other coun-
ty in Amerlca. The number-one
indoor entertainment facility in
tho country is the Palace of
Auburn Hills. The number-one

outdoor facility is Pino Knob. If
you want ta fish, sail, ski, take a
hike, travel on a river, camp,
you name it, you can do it here.

“The quality of life is strong,
alive and well, Oakland County
ia a great place to live, work,
cducate, and recreate,”
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6037 1% GFS

GROUND SIRLOIN pA'mEs.........$9.99
15 - ¥ Ib. paities. Individually wrapped.
51b.bax. Regular Price $1199

478822 GFS

FILET OF SIRLOIN STEAKS.........$13.49
USDA. choice. 16 - 5 oz. steaks.
5 Ib. box. Regular Price. $16.99

478849 GFS

FILEY OF SIRLOIN STEAKs.........$'i4.49
USD.A. choice. 14 - 6 oz. steaks.
5.25 Ib. box. Regular Price $17.99

478857 GFS

FILET OF SIRLOIN STEAKS.........313.4©
USDA. choice. 10 - 8 oz. steaks.
5 Ib. box. Regular Price $16.79 .

599077 GFS

BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS ...$10.49
5 Ib. bax. Regular Price $1189

599085 GFS

BONELESS/SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREASTS.......
5b. box. Regular Price $12.69

160202 ROYAL OAK
HARDWOOD -

CHARCOAL mouz'rs.................$3.99
Fast lighting, long buming. 20 Tb-bag.

-.31.49
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Observer & Eccentric Classified’s
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Singles Party!

Place Your Free Personal Scene ad
and meet other Metro Detrolt Singles
In a tun and safe environment!

Join Us
Wednesday, Sept. 11,6 -8 pm
at Tremors! Nightciub

at Laurel Park Drive in Livonia
Complimentary Refreshmants = Prizes
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— < First Prize:
LG8 o Weber Charcoal Grill,

" Tyson apron and oven min

* Tyson apron and oven mitt



