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Police task force t_argéts. quality of life problems:

BY TODD WICKS
STAF? WRITER

A new police task forco in Onk-
land County will be devoted to
fighting suburban problema,

‘The creation of the force was
set into motion by tho city of
Troy, which applied for and
recoived $460,000 from the U.S.
Department of Justice to form a
C ity Policing R
Tenm. Troy Police Chief
Lawrenco Carey then asked sev.
eral nearby communities, includ.
ing Rochenter Hilla, Hazel Park,

Troy, Ferndele and Madison
Helghts, to participate, Each
community and the Oskland
County Sheriff's Department
agreed to cooperate, and
received grants equal to Troy’s.

*“(The task force) {s designed to
addreas quality-of-life problems
of neighborhoods in that target
area,” said Captain Charles
Craft of the Troy Palice, “Those
citiea kind of moke up the
Dequindre corridor of Southeast
QOakland County, They have a lot
of common problems there.”

A vandaliam spree, for exam-

OCC legal assistant

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Graduates of the legal assia-
tant program will become more
attractive to law officcs, now
that Onkland Community Col-
lege has won npproval from the
American Bar Association.

" ‘Approval' is akin to accredi.
tation,” said Sarah Keidan, who
coordinates the two-year pro.
grom, "The ABA is the best
known and most reapected
national arganization for setting
standnrds in the legal profes-
sfon.”

"We're in elite company,” said
Dr. Georgo Keith, president of
the Orchard Ridge Campus

where the program is offered.

A person doosn't need a legal
assistant diploma to work in a
law office. Many employeca of
law offices enroll part-time in
OCC's program. Those who have
the degree bring higher skills
and take home bigger salarics —
$20,000 to $43,000, said Keidan,

"And that'a juat in this market.
They make more in Chicago.”

Lega! assistahts are in high
demand in Oskland County,
where 7,600 attorneys work
fully fourth of Michi (]

|

lo. “That. affects the quality of

fe,” sald Craft, "People are wor-
rled about their homes or busi-
nesses. Most cities can't tell citi-
zena, ‘We're going to send 6 or 6
officers to work clogely with you.'
Maybe they -can send an extra
patrol if they have the timo. We
hope this now force will be able
to spend lots of time in the
neighborhooda.”

Troy police will promote and
scend & sergeant to tha force, and
is planning on receiving officora
from other communitica, This
may create hirings in various

program receives recognition from ABA

tant” are the same. They assist
lawyers by deing legal research,
helping in discovery proceedings,
analyzing evidence and prepar-
ing for trinls,

Keidan, herself o lawyer,
heads the program. Her adjunct
faculty include Circuit Judge
Fred M. Mester and Stephen
Kaplan, Democratic nominee for
Oakland County prosecutor.

What mokes OCC's program
different, she said, is that those
who obtain nn associate in

entire supply of lawyers and
more than work in Wayne Ceun-

ty.
"Paralegal" and "legal assia-

applied degree may,
under articulati g

police departmanta.

*"Wa will be sending one
deputy, n seasoned investigator,
to participate in the consortium,”
eaid Captain Mike McCabe of
the Oakland County Sheriff's
Department, “Officers from (the
other cities) will be under the
Troy sergeant’s tutelage.

“(The foree} will focus on some
atroet-level narcotics, gang activ.
ity and neighborhood problems,”

forms the noxt. Thoy will not be
limited. They will do whatever it
takes to solve a partd prob-

ning Sept. 1, The force will based >
at the Madison Heights Police
ot >

lom,"

The funding for the task force
comes from the federal C.0.P.S,
Ahead program, and will cover
$75,000 of each task force offi-
cor’s enlary and benefitas over
three yeara, Each community
must pay the remaindor in

hing funds.

ho explained, *It will be kind of
unique, . .My understanding in
that these officers could be in
plain clothea one day and uni-

field ond earn four-y

The Oakland County Sheriffs
Department ngreed to partici-
pate in the grant program begin-

degrees in law office manage-
ment,
"We enroll about 100 cach fall
and 20 to 30 more in the winter
semester,” said Keidan, "We've
graduated close to 300 since the
program began in 1987."

Graduates work in the Oak-
land County prosccutar's office,
the U.S. Defense Department,
Chrysler Corp., a new intellectu-
al propertics law firm in Bloom-
ficld Hills and hospitals,

"One of our graduatea worked

in riek ¢t at Provi-

transfer their credita to Univer-
sity of Michigon-Dearborn or
Sienna Heights College in South.

Run aids Leader Dog schools

Imagine life without an auto-
mobile, with limited mobility,
and much less freedom. The cost
of a Lender Dog is about
$16,000, but the dog is worth far
more than any Cadillac or
Porsche to someone who is blind
or visually impaired.

The Oakland Athletic Club
and the Birmingham Lions have
joined forces to help the visually-
impaired retain their mobility
and independence, The Lions
and thé OAC ave staging The
Birmingham Lions 10,000 Mcter
Run for the Blind at 10 a.m. on
Sunday, Sept. 22. There will also
be & 6K run and a 1-mile walk,
starting at the corner of Merrill
and Pierce and continuing over a
protected course through Birm-
ingham. The 10K race is about
6.2 milea.

Proceeds from the race, which
the Lions began in 1976, will go
to Leader Dogs for the Blind,
whaose 240-dog kennel and school
in Rochester is one of the largest
guide-dog schools in the world.

“The Birmingham Liona are
one of our largest contributors
and provide a very valuable ser-
vice to us,” said Bill Hansen,
president of the schoo), which
was founded by the Lions in
1839, “Our budget is $5.2 mil-
Ylon, but the majority of contri-
butions are small donations and
every one is iinportant. A $26
donation equals two sacka of dog
food and we can feed roughly 70
doga for one doy with that.

“The $16,000 is really a fund
raising number. What it does is
show peaple that the operating
cont is much greater than they

think. We will do whatever it
takes to train a person. In some
cases, it takes more time — and
more money — and some people
take less time.”

Entry fees are $13 through
Sept. 18 and $14 from Sept. 19-
22, which includes a T-shirt and
awards in the 5K and 10K races
to the first three male and
female finishers in each five-year
age category. .

Entry blanks are available at
the Oakland Athletic Club, Total
Runner, the Varsity Shop, Foot
Lotker, Dunham's and the Birm-
ingham Community House, Race
gite vegistration {s 8-9 a.m,,
Sept. 22, There is free parking at
the parking structure adjacent to
the starting point.

For more information eall
{810) 540-9596.
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denes Hospital and was so good
that the Honigman Miller law
firm hired her away,” Keidan
said,

Sometime, persons with bache-
lor degrees come to QCC to carn
credits and degrees in the legal
assistant program. Board chair
Judith Wiser of West Bloomficld

~LENNOX

FliEé ESTIMATES

313)525-1930

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT « LIVONIA

KELLER & AVADENKA, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
NEW FEE SCHEDULE

All Injury Claims
25% Contingency Fee
Most Law Firms Charge 33-%
——xater-
1f you want more moncy
in your pocket, call:

(800) LAW USA 1
810-335-9266

graduated from the program
after she already had a four-year
college degree.

Keidan said the ABA's

approval came at ita biannual
meeting in Florida earlier in
August. OCC's program already
also was accredited by the Amer-
ican association for Paralegal

Craft hopes the force will hav
hit the atreets by January 1997.
*This was actually the idea of *
Chief Carey,” he snid. “He's'
worked very hard on this for two |
years. It'a something ho really *
believes in.

“We're pretty excited nbout it.:
1 think that smaller communi
ties banding togother to face'!
their problems is the future of!
law cnforcement.” iR

Education last December. :
For enrollment information,t
obtain an OCC catalog from the
Office of Enroliment Seruices;
2840 Opdyhe, Bloomfield Hills
48304-2266 . Or contact Sarsh
Keidan at (810) 471-7643 or her
assistant at 471-6339.c f
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Jewelry created for now and forever™
Somerset Collection North
Level One, Grand Court
816-4700

156 JURIED ARTISTS
FROM ACROSS THE USA & CANADA
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