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Teen scene: By all accounts, Sun-
day’s Family Fest at the William
Costick Center provided a suc-
cessful start for the Farmington
Hills Youth Program./A3

School’s Inl: And the kids are out,
en masse, as Farmington-area
schools open this week. Some
mental adjustments must be
made by motorists./A14

Write onl: The Observer’s letters
columns are filled with interest-
ing opinions./A14

Grid preview: Farmington Harri-
son still has plenty of talent as it
prepares to make a run at a
fourth straight Western Lakes
football championship./1C

On the rebound: Farmington
Hills Mercy anticipates a better
year in girls basketball with a
veteran team returning for the
1996 season./1C
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By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAPY WRITER

Those who say “si” want to sec
Spanish-language

So far, lhnugh all tha_\fvu heard is
“no, geitor.” Time Warnor Cable,
which sorves Farmington and
Farmington Hills as well as Novi,
does not have Univision or any other
8Spanish-spoaking stations in its
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# A Spanish language channel on cable TV?
What a treat, say some Time Warner sub-
scribers. But Spanish won't be part of the
cable lineup anytime soon, officials say.

Things are not looking good for
Spanish on cable, even though the

include ESPN 2, History and Bravo
channels, Court TV, Learning Chan.
nel and Home and Garden Channol
have already been added to the line-
up for Farmington-aren subscribera,

Univision or liko Spanish-spenk-
ing station didn't finish in tho top-10
in a similar survey done in Livonia,
safd Tazn Bjorklund, Time Warner's

cable system §s undergoing a fiber
optic upgrade to expand 0
to 8O. Rcuults nre utlll bcing tubulnb-
ed from n customer survey as to
what new channels they'd like to
see, & Time Warner spokeaman sald.

The new channel line-up has not
been finalized, though it's likely to

“Lika we'vo told the cablo commis-
slon, Univision is not besn one of
those sorvices we're asked for o Jot,”
Bjorklund said.

Novi resident Luis Mejia has mar-
shaled others — including Spanish

Timo Warner officials to roconsider.

Mejta has brought up the matter
during public comment at South-
wostern Oakland Cable Commis-
sion, which overaces the franchise
agreomont b-twuoﬂ‘lhn citiea and
Time Warnor,

Aftor several rnectmgs and phons
calla, Mejin has come to ono conclu-
alon: “They don't want to do it,” he
said.

Exposurc to nativoe speakers and
the Spanish culture is important for
studonts loarning tho language,
teachers said. Especially, since thero

Raise OK’d for
custodian subs

" BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER

Ferinmn Board of Education gave a raise to sub-
stituto custodinns, but the request made trustoes bris-
tle with curiosity.

Starting this school year, substitute custodians will
receiva $8,75 an hour. The previous rate was $7.30,
which waa well behind the average $8.62 rate paid by
school districts In the tri-county area,

At the Aug. 19 meoting, the board approved the
$1.45 an hour increase 6-1 in a volco voto with trustee
Bobbie Feldman voting no. Trusteo Joe Svoko was
absent.

The pay-raise ia needed to maintain a pool of up to
16 subatitute custodians on a daily basis, said Peraon-
nel Director Larry Lobert, A trustee wanted to know if
_ there’s an absenteeism problem.

“Therc are some arcas where wa are concerned,”
aaid Sue Zurvelee, assistant suporintendont
of Emplayce Relationa. But no, Zurvalec added, absen-
teeism among cuatodians is not o problem,

Suba are needed to cover for nlck daya and vacations
of the 126 }| i Hallways,
restrooms and cafoterias aro cleancd daily, but ather
:ﬁzing areas arc maintnined an an every-other-day

When there is a shortage, cuatodiana can only
olice” arcas that need to bo cleaned, said anothor
agsiatant superintendent.
+ *If we don't have a sub, it could go for two days or
someone has to work on overtime,” said Cheryl Can-

channel line-up.

teachers and studenta - in asking T T Buo $PANSH, A2

David Waish

Cour

Hanging on David Walsh's 47th District
Court office wall is a picture of him finishing
the Detroit Marathdn, with fiat raised.

Walsh, 35, who began lost week as the
court's new administrator, is prepared for a
malxl'nthun. but has some shorter goals as
well.

Most fmmedinte personally, will be tho
birth of a new baly. Walsh and his wife
Theresa have a daughter Jessica, 3 1/2. In
terms of his job, the Rochester Adams High
and Eastern Michigin University graduate
in taking stock of tho court’s records and
finances,

*I was very happy with the Ann Arbor
court,” he said of his eight-year job as doputy
court administrator with the Ann Arbor Cir
euit Court. “Tho more I checked, the mora 1
found that this waa a great opportunity.
This court has a very good reputation.”

‘Walsh said he wants to keop up the court’s
tradition and continuoe the work of his prede-
cessor, John Grewell, who died of cancer in
March.

*My expectation is that we will be a model
district court,” he =aid, “Wo have two hard-
working judges and n very good stal

‘Walsh, who grew up in New Joruy before

his family moved to Michigan during his
junior year in high school, said he had a
grent situation in Ann Arbor.

“But I saw a lot of potential in an nlready
top-flight district court,” ho said.

One of the main gonln will be to see that
cases are managed in the most efficient way
possible. Walsh said providing good access to
information, completing cases in a timely
fashion, dealing with the public fairly, being
accountable and gaining the public’s trust
and confidence are areas that define a
court's success.

And when the court is accomplishing those
goals, it {s important that the public knowa
it, ho goid.

“Sometimes courts do a bad job of letting
people know how well we're doing,” he said,

Judges Fred Harris and Marla Parker
have been helped aver the pust year by o vis-
iting judge one dey a weck. But the work
lung is still higher than many courts, Walsh
said.

“Wo also have a lot of demands on our
staff, because ao much of the work is clerical-
ly processed,” he said,

Part of the problem for this and other
courts is thnt the s'.atn 'a court system has
not pted to the ch: in

Boe WALSH, A2

Talkking trash

of Farmi: ‘and Far

Hospital -at a brenkfnst meeting of the Intern-
gency Council of Farmington/Farmington Hills

|

non, ualsmnt nupcnnu:ndent for Financo.
( in field district are paid
$8.50 while those In Novi schools receive $10 an hour.
A aurvey was conducted of more than 40 districts in
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties, Lobert gaid. -
Substitutes, who are not part of tha custodial bar-
gaining unit, woik in various districts in the area. i
) If the hourly rate is too low, districts have to com-

at 7:30 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 5, at The Longacre

House, 247056 Farmington Road. The cvent is

open to the public. *
The I Cor

Hills take note: Refuss, recycling and yard
waste will not be callected in the Farmington
area on Monday, Sept. 2, because of the Lnbm'
Day holidsy. :

All trash and recycling collections that week
will take place a day later than usual, For ﬂu\-
ther information, call 473-9518.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

On those days, Friday evening and Saturday
afterncon, band and erchestra studenta from
Farmington, Harrison and North Farmington
“high schools will be in uniform or concert attire
at various sites throughout the'arca asking for

uncil is an brelln group
for Farmi jzati Other meet-
ings will bo held Nov. 7, Jan. 2, March 6 and
May 1, For more information about the group,
call Mark Jensen, North Congregational Church,

pote with other service sector jobs where there is /  donations to support their music programs,
shortage of peoplo to fill them, Lobert said. T‘ DIY Is coming u ~"* .| - For n donation, the giver will receive o ticket 1780,
August wanted ta P - for an upcoming Band-O-Rama concerts. | stoms tor Focus may be matted!

ugus i
-plndmunmdﬁxuuonwhltthardnwﬂlm . Anmwmtmammmmn‘w for
‘the ict overall. Blomquist came up with a figure local high schoo! fuatrumental hmlu .
of $30,000 to $40,000, basing the Tag 7

to the Farmington Observer, 33411 @rand.

1.45 an hour ..‘ . River, 48338; faxed to 477.8722;"
lnmaubyanavennurl5amplomandby2000" wbout Botsford Hospital or dropped off at the newspaper office, For
hours a year. A1 andy Bauman will speak on opportunities | the the E-malf
. '\’uuminthahllpuk. Cmmmuld. ) and services 1 at Bot d Goneral s packy@osoniine.comm.




