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State’s teacher group backs Clinton, again

CHICAGO — Keeping tabs on
teachers union delegates to the
7crnacralic National Conven-
tian:

LU BATTAGLIER!

“Based on Bob Dole’s remarks,
we'ro angry and we're ench-
glzed,” said  Luigl (Lu)
Battaglieri, delegate from
Rocheator Hills and president of
Loeal 1 of the Michigon Educa-
tion Association.

Two wecks ngo, the Republi-
ean prosidential nominee
attacked “special interests” in
cducatlon but snld most tenchers
were OK,

“He snid a lot of negative
things about tenchers unlons —
the old divide and conquer,”
Battaglicri snid.

MEA has about 14 of Michi-
gan's 167 delegates. The Nation-
al Eduention Associntion’s 404
delegates make it the biggest
block in the national convention,
he said,

NEA's decision to endorse
President Clinton and Vice Pres.
dent Gore for o second term was
made by 10,000 delegates to the
MEA convention in Washington,
D.C,, enrlier in the summer.

“That was the recommendin-
tion of the screening committee,
and 97 percent voted to support
it,” snid Battaglieri, The lovel of
Rupport was 8o heavy that he
couldn’t remember whether the
other 3 percent supported Dole,
Ruga Perot or none of the nbove,

“This is my sccond cunven-
tion,” Battaglieret said, “The

= ‘That was the recommsendation of the screening

committee, and 97 percent voted to sy,

pport R.

The level of support was so heavy that he could-
n't remember whether the other 3 percent sup-
ported Dole, Ross Perot or none of the above.’

Lu Battaglieri
Oahland delegate

tenor has hanged. In the post it
was all paliticking. Now it's
more of a coronation,” But if TV
coverage is down, teachers union
support [n stranger than ever.

“I've been busy bargaining
contracts,” snid the Loeal 1 pres-
ident. *We have 16 school dis-
tricts and 26 unlts in Onkland
and Macomb counties.”
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to find the cure for and prevention of arthritis

and to improve the quality of life for those affected by arthritis.

She's a Michigan Education
Assoclation official from Sylvan
Lake, He's a former Arkansas
atate offieln). And through Bil
Clinton, they have become allies,

“This s Rodney Slater,” anid
Gail Nolin, & Michigan delegate
from the 11th Congressional Dis-
‘trict, a8 she introduced the assia-
tant secretary of Transportation,

“He was transportation direc-

tor of Arkanaas. I met him in
1982 when he was working for
Clinton in Michigan. MEA was
the first union to end the

Slater sald, “We're using tech-
niques to enhance the capacity of
ronds in Detroit and the sur-

president in Michigan,” Nolin
said.

“Julius Maddox (MEA prosi-
dent) is not hero. I know tho
schedule of meetings and get our
people there, We meet dajly
after the delegation caucus and
keep up to date.”

Their paths crossed aa Slater
and hia boss, Transportation
Secretary Federico Pena, visited
a Sunday Chrysler-UAW brunch
at Chicngo's Navy Pier,

For his part, Slater has come
to know southeastorn Michigan's
roads.

“We're doing work with intelli-
gent transportation systems,”

ies,” he said, sin-
gling out Oakland.

"One {a smart trafllc signals to
respond to movements of traffie,
It's like managing eirways with
air traffic controllers. You can
handle more traffic without
building more lanes.

“Onkland County is a leader in
that regard.

“Interstato-76 freeway has
been improved from Florida to
whore it goos to Cenada (at
Sault Ste, Marie, Trucka don't
have to !tO&IIB many time for
welght checks, We have weight-
in-motion technology and vehicle
identification technology.”

County gets drug-prevention grant

Southenstern Michigan law
enforcoment agoncies rocently
received a financial boost from
three drug enforcement grants.

State Reps. Shirloy Johnson,
Barbara Dobb, John Jamian,
‘Tom Middleton and Penny Criss-
man spoke highly of the 1996
Byrne Memorial Formula grants
and the Michigan Office of Drug
Cantral Palicy.

“This money is an integral
part of our continuing drug
enforcement efforts,” said John-
son, R-Royal Oak. "By providing
additionnl funding to these valu-
able projects, we nre protecting
our communities and fighting
the ongoing battle against
drugs.”

Dobb, R-Commeree Township,
agreed. *We are pursuing drug
problems on every level. This
increased investment adds
atrength to our programs and
ultimately can help ond what
has become a terrible blight on
our society.”

The three grants are:

+$102,411 to tho Onkland
County Zero Telerance Drug
Offender Treatment program
that mandates urinalysis for all
misdemeanor and feleny offend-
era on a weekly basis

+$182,648 to the Oakland
County Proaccutor's Office to
aggressively pursue mnjor drug
dealers

*$061,488 to the Onkland
County multijurisdictional drug
team targeting mid-to upper-
level drug dealers and their dis-
tribution networks

“Wo need to take the so-called
'war on drugs’ away from the
Washington bureaucrata and
give it to those fighting on the
front lines, in our hometowns,”
snid Jamian, R-Bloomfield Hills.
“It is oad that wo have to devote
80 much cffort to this problem,
Nevertheless, if we do not act,
the drug abuse will continue ta
plogue future generations, I am
plensed that Oakland County
has programs in place to addresa
this threat to our children”

Middloton, R-Ortonville, aaid
“drug use among our young peo-
ple is on the rise, By targeting
the root of the problem, drug
dealers, wo can maka the future
safer for our children,”

News of the grants comes on
the heels of the U.8, Health
Deportment study which found
marijunnn use among teenagers
is up 141 percent pince 1892,
The roport also showed that
cocnine use rose 166 percent
from 1994.'06, while the use of
hallucinogens increased 183 per-
cent.

“Directing our resources
toward incarcerating drug deal-
era protacts the young people
targeted by these monsters,”
anid Crisaman, R-Rochester, "It's
time to atop blaming and take
action againat those who are
preying on cur children.”

The grant program s 10 years
old. Finds arc awarded to ongo-
ing projecta which have proven
successful,
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: HOW ‘BOUT A PLACE THAT GIVES YOU STORES YOU CAN'T FIND
ANYWHERE ELSE AND SO MUCH TO CHOOSE FROM YOUR HEAD
wilL SPIN?  YOU'LL FIND OVER 176 INCREDIBLE STORES AT THE
NEW SOMERSET COUECTION. FROM HENRI BENDEL TO POTTERY

BARN. AND FROM NORDSTROM 10 FAQ SCHWARZ.
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