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School’s

Mental adjustments needed

ington-aren neighborhoods and subdi-

visions this week. School is in, and
the kids are out, en masse, mornings and
afternoons,

T here are some big changes in Farm-

The firat day of clngses was Tueaday for
most students in the Farmington and
Clareneeville achool districts.

The opening nf achool marks n number of
pedestrian and transportation changes from
patterna firmly estoblished over the summer
months.

Some of the changes are obvious. Others
are subtle. Many changes require adjustments
by motorists,

One of the more important and obvious
changes will be the emergence of yellow school
buees and vans on the major thoroughfares of
our community,

The mental adjustment for matorists will be
ta remember to when the bus lights are flash-
ing to notify drivers that a stop is being made
to pick up or let off studenta.

When a bus haltas for passengers, a av.op
sign with two flashing lights will aut 1
Iy be activated.

In many districts, including Farmington,
such stop signal arms have been in place for
several years now,

The sign and arm extend two feet from the
driver's side, warning motorista to stop for
children erossing the street,

Motorista should remember to stop and
wait until flashing lights on a school bus are
turned off before proceeding. Impatient dri-
vers who get worked up by the wait should
look for alternative routes with fewer buses.

For the first couple of weeks in September,
motorists should conaciously look forward for
a block or two for youngsters who just might
be stepping into the rondway.

Special care is nlso needed by drivers when
turning where there are buses or studenta,

Motarists need to drive mare dcfens\ve!y to
te for the exut and
ness of youth.

Smart, defensive drivera also should
remember that the opening of school make a
highlight in the lives of many youngsters.
They are legs street-smart than the older stu-
dents and won't have received the safety
training students sometimes get in achool,

For the first few days of school, mon or dad
might drive their youngsters to school, or walk
there with them,

But, in the doys ahend, when tho kids are
on their own, motorists must continue to be
alert,

School betls and other reminders should
ring in our minds as we get behind the wheel
this week and in the weeks ahead, Mental
adjustments must be made.

Hopefully, this will be a safe school year for
us all,

Workers key link to prosperity

orkers, listen. Corporate America
is whispering what it thinks of you.

Ameritech, the regional telephone company,
in 1988 reported 71,945 jobs on the inside of
the front cover,

Chairman William L, Weiss' statement said
it will “assure success for our sharcowners,
customers employces and communities”
(cmphnqxs added).

By 1995, Ameritech's tone had chnnged
“We're m‘owmg with our customers, . . We're
growing for our shareholders,” said Weiss, But
this time the employces were left out, Employ-
ment was down more than 9 percent, though
sharcholder value had incrensed 965 percent
since 1983 versus 457 percent for the Stan-
dard & Poor index of 600 stoc!

Today, board chairmen don't mention
employees as an important ingredient in a
firm's success.

Fewer and .few employees’ pictures appear.
Job shrinkage is hidden in the back pages or,
in Troy-based Kmart's case, eliminated armre-

ly.

A decade ngo, board chairmen built prosper-
ity on a three-legged stool —shareholders, cus-
tomers and employces, Today, there is a two-
legged stool.

And if you know elementary I:hysica, a two-
legged stool can’t stand very well,

America has secn job cuts before, The differ-
ence is that today’s board chairmen don't seem

to care.

Robert M. Tornasko, the management con-
sultant who wrote a book called Downsizing,
gaid, “The equally destructive consequences of
deep, across- thn-bonrd cutbnckz ... include:

B “Di ent to

their companies; ploy
W “Bitter peuonnl trauma mﬂlcmd when
the red were

W Corporate America needs to
reform Itself hefore an aggressive
government or a reborn union
movement steps In.

vices one can buy) have been falling since
1973, Those statistica become tricky when cor-
porate apologists use “mean” or “average” fig-
ures, because the high salaries and fat bonus-
cs for those who do the Jjob cutting obscure the
jmpact on the lower end of the scale,

So let's look at “median”  figures — meaning
half are higher, half lower,”

The median real hourly wage fell by 6 per-
cent from 1973 to 1993,” said the 1995 report
of the president’s Council of Economic Advi-
gors. Is higher cducation the bonanza? For
male college graduates with two years beyond
college, wages fell 2 percent in that peried.

The situation is worse than the numbera
show, for two reasons. First, said the CEA,
“The decline in wages was marked by a
decline in benefits mvernﬁ‘e

Second, the decline in hourly wages proba-
bly was understated because workers were
putting in extra. uncompensated hours, Said
the CEA; , but not

rted declmmg hours,

is divergence may be due to an increase
in unpnid overtime or work at home, but it
remains an area of active research.”

erican economy, as many politicians

on the right suggest, is suffering from ancemia.
It is due to lack of consumer confidence
because such a large portion of the work force
lives in fear.

Our Labor Day message is that Corporate
America should change its amturle '.Ownrd

pioyers,

anly for their economic 1mpm:t lgnunng their
paychological aspect; and

@ “Creation of corporate environments that
are rigk-averse and innavation fearing. These
harder-to-quentify problema may return to
haunt many businesses.”

Everyone has heard statistics about how
“renl” wages (measured in the and ser-

MEMORY |

This week In history as reported in past
editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprise.

M 40 YEARS AGO — AUG. 30, 19838
(ENTERPRISE)

Schnoln were mndy to open with murd
had 5,300

20 percent increase over last year, while l.ho

Clarenceville District had 2,200, an 8 percent

increass.

Short item: “The average American, lucky
fellow, ate 161 pounda of meat last ynar —up 87

pounds from his pre-war intake.”
o 35 AGO — AUG. 25, 1871
a:m'mmsn OBSERVER)

workers;
corporate success along w:th sharehulder
value; and cut executive salaries and bonuses
when there are employment cuts,

Corporate America needs to reform itself
before an aggressive government or reborn
union movement steps in.

‘The bottom line is that workers are human,

NE

defeated in the Farmington District by 878
votes, forcing the board of education to continue
with an austority budget that eliminated sports
and other activities.

Ronnld N. Holko, chisf police inspector in
Westland, was nnmcd director of public aafety
in F' n Township.

W2 YEARS AGO - AUG, 22, 1994 (Observer)

davel

QUESTION:
Is the
Democratic
National
Convention
on your TV
viewing
agenda?
1 don't know .. . No.lt'sfustnlat | Pontsofit, Yes. | thought, ™,
We asked this | | yqually don't of thetoric. All maybe. | likato | Ellzabath (Dole); ",
question at the | wateh thot kind thot monay could | be on my comw wos great, Let®
Downtown of stuff. be better spent puter at night, see what Hlllngg"-
g;f;ﬁgg% ;ha John Watters | ©" other things, Hugh Mordson (Cinton} can ol
Farmington Hills Carol Honsen Farmington Hills Naom! Morridon
Community South Lyon Farmington Hils
Library.
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Letters to the Editor

Thanks to so many

he Farmington Founder's Festival wes a
success for Farmington Families in
Action and Cromwell Family Chiropractic.
Some $3868 was raised for Farmington Fam-
ilies in Action throughout the three-day side-
walk pop sale that was run by Cromwell Fam-
ily Chiropractic in downtown Farmington.
The amount is moro than double the
amount raised at lnst years Founders Festival
pop sale. In addition to the money raised,
information was distributed about the efforts
of Farmington Families in Action as they are
to battle the lingering drug problem in our
community.
The contest for the gift certificate to Luigi's
Restaurant was won by Gilian Cline, a Farm-
ington Hills resident. Thanks go to Luigi’s for

T will continue to scrve our community Eh'&
Board of Education Truatee and a5 a membét
of many other foundations, commissions afid X
organizations that impact the quality of lifé’
our area. I enjoyed meeting ench of you ag
went door to door.

1.am a better person for the experience,’" |
because I have been blessed with so many\'few
and wonderful friendship, As I drive arousd"
the city I can still see many of your faces as' I
pass your homes, Once again, thank you té the
3,371 voters for your confidence on Aug. 6. -+

Cathy Webb,
Farmington Hills
1 .

Honor VanAmeyde ;

l wonder how many residents are awa:
that one of Farmington's best ever schiool

donating the certificate.

Special thanks are due for Gary Jacobson B“Peflnlénd;nl‘é! has not yet received the
and his at the Farmi Farmer |T ¢ deserves. :
Jack, They were great support this year and Mr. Mn)nnus VmAmnydn eerved the pm' .
1ast year, neering of Far

Thanks are also in order for Mahdi at the
Good Food Company in Canton for their help
with our supply of carbonated juice.

Dr, John Cromwell,
Farmington

Webb thanks supporters

want to take this opportunity to sincerely
thank my many friends and supportcrs
for their iling loyalty and dedicati
my for state rep!

‘We came within 125 votes of winning, and
your support and extraordinary efforts are
very much appreciated. Our family is deeply
touched and we thank you from the bottom of
our hearts,

Together, we ran a model campaign built on
mtegnty and honcaty am told voters are mck

and we
chosc not to conduct ourselves in such a man-
ner,

from 1957-76, when it was the fastest growing
district in the state of Michigan,
He has personally hired many of Farming-
ton's high quality teachers and udmlmstra-
tors. . .
1 have requested from the Schulman, ‘.'
) nd Maxfiold adrmin ions to

honor Mr. VanAmeyde for his dedication and
success, in some way, during his living yeave.>

Thave been turned down each time, usuala
ly at the secretarial level.

In 1995, 1 attempted communication with |
the current administration in regards to namz,
ing a building in Mr. VanAmeyde's honor, afi
unbelievably, I was told, “We can't get into**"’
anything like that here.” The secretary dxrliid\:
even put tho call through.

Thumbly offer the following honorable list, |
for review: Power Middle School, Schulman
Administration, Schulman Drive, O.E. Du
el Middle School, Harrison High School, Lan;
gan Elementary School, Warner Middle Schwl
and William. Grace Elemcnmry -

Certainly, a man whose impact is appmd

Our positive was i ded to
reflect all that’s good about our community. It
was the kind of campaign we believed you
wanted and deserved.

The MEA endorsement 1 received, which
the other candidates applied for and were
turned down, came as a surprise. As truatee of
the school board, I have often been in  very
tough iations with their lead

Despite our sometimes adversarial roles, I
was told the MEA recommended me beeause I
was fair and dedicated to securing the finest
education for our community’s and state’s chil-
dren.

1 am sorry that Rep. Jan Dolan, who has
served our commumty 80 wisely and well,
became a target of a vicious nu.uck to dmcred:t

ingits fonnh generation, deserves n:cogmtm

Our society truly has its elders. We need w )
honor them,

Kerrie Sanndqu;

Port Sanilac, Mith:

Opinlons are to be shared: We weicome your ~n
deas, as do your nelghbors, That's why we ~..
offer this space on a weekly basls for opln/ons -
In your awn words. We wiil help by editing for, ..
clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask that you:
sign your letter and provide & contact telephang
number. .
Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Fam

her simply b she end d my
cy. She has certainly earned the respect of our
community and deserved better treatment.

Ington O , 33411 Grand River, Farming»”
ton Michigan 48335, Or they can be faxed t¢
8104779722,
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In an attempt to control
Farmington Hills officiala are aaking residonts
to approve a millage that would provids funds
to buy land, thus keeping it away from

PHUP POWER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Jotn REDDY, VICE PRESIDENT/EDITORIAL  TRICHARD ACTAN, anmn

Cairns, the man known as
.

A controversial school millage was

Mr, Farmi

developors. OUR MISSION: * we publish , we think about eommuuity)oumalwn
ln afundanunlally different way than our bigger i loes to b;»w

A "who's who” of Farmi leadershi fent from the stories and they cover, in to write the unusual o
a‘:‘&“trﬁ"’;‘f’m‘d out 200 strong for the | - |, ional and then dashing off to'cover else. We regard ourselves as both accuraté™
%! Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.” o

o

~ Philip Power .




