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Constitution provides values that schools need

Thgstate Buunl ol' Educatlon fa to all children. Those values can (and
a 8 must) be taught
e o o shcouage ) be gt wilhout et
;gﬁs in public achools througt The preaident of the board has sug-
gested that the Bibl it-
1d values be taught to public o caout o

gcimgl{hﬂdmn? That's ensy: of course
theysHould! But which values, and
how they are to be taught isa much
h\ord fMcult matter,

ithout question that there
rtant moral and uocu\l vulues
ke up the Ameri

ubla text to use in public school cloes-
rooms, Bible stories being appropriate
mut(vatienal materinls for the trans-
misaion of values. But tho approprinte
placo for theological referonces (or
teaching a theological basis for secu-
lar values) ia in tha home, church,
and

cxpurience. valuea which should bu
tr d from one

the next. It is also true that vnluu
have been, and AlwnyE will be trnns-
mitted by teack d

There {e a vast difference, for
example, between a public school
teacher instructing a child to “be con-

orinot, Teachors aro, after all, role
mod la

‘Honesty, responsibility, reapect for
oncselfinnd others, a sense of fairness,
and ntl}er values of good citizenship,
l‘or e;p\mplu, can and should be taught

id of the child sitting next to
you,” and saying “aa the Bible com-
mands, honor thy neighbor.” The mes-
aage may be similar, but the rationale
and the delivery matter greatly.

In order to ensure that the secular
values of our cultural heritage, rather
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into the public school
clasaroom, and if the values of one
religious faith are favored over ancth-
er.

Fuﬂhor, Lhe crcm.!nn nfcommltlecn

transmit values, but they muat also
malntain the truut Lhnt oxlata

bat paren

of minority mligioun faiths, and the
schools, That trust is based on what
the U 8. Supreme Court hnu callud an

of parents, b and
other community reprcaenwtivcs to
develop a ¢t {on curricu-

ding that the
Will not purposely be used to advance
views that may conflict with

{um and “to select important common

values” is a formula for chaos and

conflict if the Board of Education’s
lution does not also include direc-

than thealogical values, are being
encouraged in Michigan's public
schools, this resolution must bo
accompanied by guidelines, A direc-
tive descﬂbing whnt is, nnd what ia
not, per ble with

tions governing the aclection and
authority of these committees, Guide-
lines will also help prevent school

I.hu private beliefs of the student and
hia or her family.”

It is imperative that tho State
Board of Education include guidelines
in its “character education” resolu-
tion, which clearly underscorea the
distinction between the secular values

boards from bling into
lawsuits when constitutionel princi.
plea requiring government neutrality

regard to religion in the public achoola
would help protect communities from
the divisiveness and conflict certain to
resuft {f religious bel{efs intrude

in of religion are violated.
The public schools need to spend their
money in the classroom, not the court-

room.
Public schoola can be encoureged to

of our 1 heritago and the theo-
logical values that make up America’s
rich religious heritage,

Wendy Wagenheim is a Birming-
ham resident and Legislative Affairs
Director of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Michigan.

Bad education isn’t what leads parents to ‘choice’ schools

laxe dream world of certain
polit{gjans, education ja a huge mar-
ket. Fgrents want freedom to chooso
the bgqt schools for their kids. Poor
kide, { in particular, need this kind of
‘market choice because rich familiea
can pack up and move or send the
kids.to private achools,

Ing}ps dream world, "schools of
choipe; will wipe out bad schools, the
way; ﬂa.e car market eliminated. DeSn«
to and LaSalle,

: Tho'dream world is inhabited by
Gov:Udhn Engler, Sen. Bill Schuette,
R-Midland, and a few luminaries on
the State Board of Education. Their
jdeology tells them free markets work,
80 thoy believe free markets work,

i m{eifacm are far different.

P . R
Back in the 19308 when Metropoli-
hm Fund ard the late Chuck Muer
hing school choice, Mi
ta @Gov, Rudy Perpich was brought
mlo wwn to explain his state's ays-

tem. Perpich revealed that only one to
four percent of parents ever wanted
school choice, He thought choice was a
good idea, but mathematically not
particularly important.

For years Michigan has had n
choice system called property trans-
fers. It is used by families who live on
the edge of school district A but would
rather be in district B,

‘These cases go before an adminia.
trative law judge in Lansing and then
to the State Board of Education. Most
transfers involve rural residents;
Eaton, Clinton and Livingston coun-
tiea generate many cases. This compa-
ny has newspapers in those counties,
So when cases arise, I read the judge'’s
report and often the transcripts from
cover to cover,

The politicians who live in a dream
world don't. If Tim Kelly, Engler's
emissary to the State Board, reads
them, he fails to tell the boss about it.

In reality, here is why parents

exercise choice by eeeking property
transfers from district A to B:

+ Dad and mom work in town B. If
Junior geta sick, it's less disruptive to
piek him up from B achool than to
backtrack 20 miles to A school,

¢ Dad and mom shop and bank in
town B.

* Dad and mom go to church in
town B, they grew up in town B, and
their social contacts are there,

» The grandparents, aunts and rel-
atives all live in town B and are avail-
able to take in the children if the par-

ents have to work overtime.

« Dad died, mom remarried and
moved, but the children want to stay
in the school where their friends go.
The oldest boy is taking swimmi

about market forces and competition
and oll that hogwash,
‘This is not to suggest parents have
poor reasons for requesting "chofce”
gh property fers, Their ren-

lessons, and the other district doesn't
have a pool.

¢ The family lives in district A, but
district B's schools are eight miles
closer, and the children wauldn't have
to waste so much time on the bus if
the property were in district B,

* The family really wanted to be in
district B, and the Realtor told them
the house waa in B, but they didn’t
find out until months later the house
was really in A,

Very, very rarely does a parent tes-

“tify that the achool program is better

in district B, And when mom says so,
she usunlly is referring to a particular
teacher who can handle her child's
problem,

That is the real world. Nothing

‘V iew of today’s teenager far
dlfferent than what mine was

. [,graduated fmm high school way back in
11956, v p
' Diir class was smal), only 58, and'over the
‘years seven have died and another eight have
Justkind of disappeared. But our 40th class
ireunjon last weekend was well-attended; we
had 25 middle-aged classmates Saturday night
‘at dipner, including one who came all the way
from Singapore,

Tha event gave me the chance to test a theo-
iry that’s occurred to me as I've moved through
;the.years: As people get older, they become
‘more-and more like themselves, When kids
graduate from high school, for example, who
they are can be ghmpsed but when they reach
:migddle age the expericnces of the years seem to

aniplify and sh the original tend of
chiatacter.

It'a true, Dave, the red haired scrappy ball
‘player in school, had grown a beard and won a
‘wife, but he was even more scrappy and talking
-up a blus strezk. Mike, the tall, gangling brain
"of the clasa was atill tall and gangling, but now
Just’ti bit stooped and focused as a successful
‘profébsor at the University of North Carolina.
‘Weiidy, a glamour girl when we graduated,
‘wiote Jovely sophisticated clothes that showed
"off her still-beautiful figure and sunny personal-
,gy.m

My reunion also ume at a poignant time. My
mn,‘NnIum starts his own high school career
‘next week when he enters ninth grade. As 1 lis-
tened to my classmates reminisce, I was struck
‘at what a different world Nathan will be enter-
lnx then the one I had known 40 years earlicr.

:  Different and far more dangerous,

i Of course, there are still cars driven too fast
‘by toenagers who still think they are immortal.

nut even those of us who were sexually active

:in high school ~ only a tiny minority ever went
‘beyond petting — never thaught about AIDS.

. And as for substance abuse, the worst I ever
‘heard about in my class was whon some kids
‘bought a bottle of blueberry brandy on our

. nenim- trip to New Yn-rk. Nuthan faces an entire

of

‘bombs out of egg shells and threw them on the
walls of a rival school,

Today, it seems unsurprising for kids to slash
the tire on an entire fleet of school buses or try
to burn down a schoo! building. If an important
part of a culture is defined by the limits to
shame, we're living in an entirely different
world than the one of my youth,

Maybe I lived in a protected world 40 years
ago ~ 1 grew up in Ann Arbor — but there was
very little sense of the racial and ethnic divi-
sions that so slash and crosshatch our society
today. Sure, there were Jewish and Asian and
African-American kids in our school, but it.
wasn't until I went off to college that I was
faced with the stercotypes that Jewish people
were pushy and Asians were brains and African
Americans couldn’t be trusted.

Last week, Nathan, with the casual, stereo-

wiedom of & 14-year-old in today’s world,
told Kathy and me that someone was a "nice,
pushy Jewish lady.” Forty years ago, I never
would have known or noticed.

And, of courss, 40 years ago we had none of
the pap culture that so efficiently infests our
society today th h broad band technol
We had radio and fuzzy black and white wlm-
gion when I graduated; Nathan has VCR's, CD-
ROM computer games, MTV, Walkman and
Diseman and endless TV.

Thinking abeut the world that my son will be

'phar and th
énmmdayouehm]mmtil starting to re-
glamorize being hooked
Farty years ago, the talmble bounds of mis-
chxek' seem laughably mild today. The event
led with greatest shame over the weekend
.wnolecﬁngthnusbm girlin the class tobe
een. Our b teacher,
)(h(mpmm, tharfootdm on that one, .
- Of gouree, she nz:er found who made paint

facing next week, 1 feel a slight chill of worry.

. Maybe 'm getting old and the days of my youth

look innocent and happy when bathed in the
bright, gaury moonlight of 40 years. But T'm
going to be praying for my son and his safety a
lot gver the next few years,
Philip Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice mail
number is (313) 953-2047, Ext. 1880,

sons are excellent and practical. The
adminiatrative law judge and the
State Board members who read the
transcripts most often grant the
transfer.

The point {s that the requeats have
nothing to do with the dream world of
market forces.

Survey after survey has revealed
that the overwhelming buik of par-
ents are most interested in having
their children attend the neighbor-
hood school.

If there’s & problem with the neigh-
borhood schoo), they demand the
clected school board — not mythical
market forces — fix it.

'nm Richard reports on the local
£ fons of state and regi
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-‘W|th Mortgage Rates this lowl

“the only thing you can’t afford
' |s the wrong Iender.

5/1 Adjustable Rate Mortgage

* One of the most competitive rates in the Metro area

« Fixed rate first five years (then converts to a one year

A.R.M.)
* 2% annual cap, 5% lifetime.cap

* Rate available on loans from $1.00,000 to $1,000,000

{Includes construction loans)
* Call us for quick approvals

\

i} FIRST AMERICA.

Mortgage Company

For more Information, call 313-953-8140 or 810-608-1006 » Canton, 313-981-7810
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