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Mommying is a
most humbling

.experience

M ying is a humbli
ter what proft 1 ere

M International relations
Eradunte heads for Peace
0!

8o

s stint in the former
et Union.

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAFY WRITER

Moredith Perish
“wantod to immerso
horsclf into another
culturs, learn other
langunges and work
to improve the lot of those in under-
doveloped areas of the world,

The Formington Harrizon gradu.
ate got her wish and just hopes she
anked for tho right thing.

%It scems to me that it is exactly
what I wanted,” sho said.

Porish, 22, will fly to Turk.
menistan, o central Asian country

tions you may think you posscss prior to having
children, they are quickly whisked away aa you
begin to deal with these power packed, influen-
tin} Yittle beings.

Some cxamples: T was excited; my (irst profee-
sional outing in two years! I got dressed in a nice
suit, hose and heels, and found my scat up front
at the conference on “Hormoncs nnd how they

. affect our lives." The speakera handed out a syl-

labus and paper to write on. Eager to take notes,
1 reached into my purse and found the enly writ-
ing utensil T had: a yellow Crayon. It wouldn't
have been 8o bad if the paper they gave ua to
wrile on wasn't also yellow. [ had to rely on my
powera of memory and concentration, which are
not remarkable. I learned a lot abeut my hor-
monea at this conference. -

On another recent occasion, I hired a baby-
sitter to watch my kids while I again donned
business clothes to attend an editorial staff
meeting to sell my ipt ideas. On the
way out of my driveway, it was raining lightly.
As 1 approached my destination four miles away,
my windshield wipers were at full power and it
was still difficult to see. Not to worry, I thought.
I remember my son saying we had an uinbrella
in the backscat. 1 was aghast to find a "Bamey
the dinosaur” umbrella. I sat for a full five min-
utes contemplating what was worse, the momen-
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1y a part of the Soviet Union.
She will leavo in o faw daya for
Washington, D.C,, then fly on Sept.
11 to Frankfort, Germany; Turkey
and finally Ashgabat, the capitel of
tho new country.

After three months of training, the
[ricis tate Univerai 1
will begin teaching English os o sec-
ond language “somewhero in the
country.”

Perish, who majored in interna.
tional relations ot MSU's James
Meadieon College, had planned on o
two-ycar tour in the Peace Corps
%‘f!ur her expected graduating in

ay.

I wanted to learn another lan-
gunge and get some experience in a
developing country,” ehe said. “I'm
embarrassed that I don't know
another language.”

Perish had been a nanny for a
time in Italy, an experienco that
convinced her of the wisdom of liv-
ing in another country.

After signing up for the two-ycar
atint Inat fall, Perish found cut that

sho would graduate in Decembor,
rather than in the spring.

She changed plans quickly, land- -
ing & job with a telecommunications
firm researching international'mar-

kets.

*I wanted to get that cxpoerlence,
8o 1 changed my availability for the
Peace Corpa to Sopt. 1,” she said.

Jolning the Peace Corps meant
Perish had to go through an inter-
viow and evaluation procees. She
was solected to toach English to 13-
17-year-olda in the public schools,
Perish taught English as a second
language while in Waahington,

Perish's group of American volun-
teers will be only the fourth to go to
the country. Tho first group met
with a less-than-kind reception,
including rock throwing and some

rapes.

*They have not had probloms that
I've hoard of since then,” Perish
said. *Tho hoat country requests the
Peaco Corps. I just think there was
ignorance in the boginning.”

Although her fathor Robert sup-
porta his only doughtor's decision,
not overyone has been ns enthusins-
tie,

*I waa in denial for awhile,” said
her mother Bedonna. “Why did it
have to be there?"

Not only is Turkmenistan distant
in miles, with 87 percent of its popu-
lation following Islam, n Jewish
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Toys galore: Meredith Perish displays some of the toys
her stud witl ki ist
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INSIDE:

Assisted Living
Basic and Skilled Nursing

Physical, Occupational, Speech,
Restorative, Respiratory Therapy

Sub-acute services. Short term
rehabilitation )

Reachwaod Inn ad Borden Coutt -

Alzheimer's and other dgmer{tias

Special Care Unit

Hair Salon, Ice Cream Parlour,
Movie Theater, Guest Room,
Restaurant, Gift Shop,

Social and Religious Activities

An Older Adult Health Care Community N

‘ " 3500 W. South Bivd., Rochester Hills .
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; Biind and Wallpaper Factory

Announces The
GRAND OPENING Of
The Showroom Outlet!

Over 1,000 Blinds on Display and
3,000 Special Order
“Wallpaper Books on Hand!
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I you're unable to visit sur
showreems, mail tu this
mpnuﬂmnmme-ﬂ
1-800-735-5300
te ovder now!
O YES! Plasse RS biad b lachudlng semples of
culern &k prices ok: chack /) binds wasind:
OMds - aMce's O Vrticals
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Blind and Wallpaper Factory
1-800-735-5300

24-hour FAX: 1-800-391-2293
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