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The Observer!

Hero [s the Obsorvar’s prescason
list of the Top 20 girls baskethatl
players as selected by staff member
Steve Kowalskl.

1. Alysha Smith, 8-1 Junlor can
tor, Redford Blahop Borgess: Smith
Is a mobdlle Inslde player who ployed
like & senlor as o sophomore jast
year, averaging 12 polnts and 10
rebounds por game. Nice louch'up
10 15 feet, A storter since her frosh-
man yoar, she is o tiralass dafender
1hat can guard perimeter players

ond post ployers, She'll be a Miss

Basketboll candidato and a natlon-
afty-recruited player it she keeps up
her current prograss. .

2. Yolanda Holt, 8-11 senlor
guard, Wayne: Now that Redford
Bishop Borgess Miss Baskoetball
winner Maxann Reose has groduat-
ed, Holt is the undisputed most-
cxciting player In Lho area. Her
height at the point guord position
makes It tough for opponents to
match up In the open court. She
has threc-point shooting range and
good court awareness, although
she has a tendency to be out of
control,

3. Amanda Abraham, 6-1% Junlor
guard, Plymouth Salem: Abrsham (s
already o seasoned veteran with

two full years of high school oligibil:
Ity remalning, She adjusted well t

TOP OBSERVERLAND BASKETBALL PLAYERS

plck!‘wnll and coen hit a 15-foot
Jump shot conslstently, A good

tho perimetar, fast year, scoring \ (nside shcoter who has Improved

about 10 polnts, per game en route
to earnlng sccond-team All-Observer
honors. She runs the floor wetl and
canyfinish in transition with elther
hand) Coach Fred Thomann expects
her to-be a threat from three-point
wgngu after not making any treys In
1995,

4. Angle Silimon, B-10 sopho-
mora, Salam: Silimon ¢rontes
offenso with her outstanding defen-
slve play. She has e nice pull-up
Jumpoer from obout 15 feet afid ablil-
ty to shoot from Lhree-point range.

5. Amanda Porter, 5-7 sanlor
guard, Farmington: A three-yeer
startar, Porter puts up impressive
numbers desplte all the attentlon
sho drows from opposing defenses,
She hos good shooting range and
can fnish her drives In the (ane
against taller players. She averaged
14 polnts per game 1o go with four
rebounds, four steals and three
assists, She also Is a clutch free
throw shooter,

6. Krlst) Floronzl, 5-10 senlor
guard-forward, Plymouth Canton: A
three.ynar starter for the Chiefs
who averaged 11.5 polnts per game
as a Junior. Shg uses screens and
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\her range.

7. Amy Roble, 5-8 junlor guard,
Farmington Hllls Harlson: A stand-
out since her freshman year, Roble
Is a tough, versatite guard, She
averaged 10 points o year ago after
scoring oight por gamo as a fresh.
men. She also hos improved her low
post moves. ’

8. Mary Jane Valnde, 6-8 senlor
forward, Mercy: Volade had o
strong junlor campalgn, earning
sacond-team All-Observer honors,
Sho does her work mostly on the
interlor ogoinst taller players,

9. Rica Bargo, 8-8 senlor forward,
Wayne: Borge is 8 nice complement
to Holt, and does more of the dirty
work for the Zebras. She Is o scoror
first who can beal defenders off the
dribble on the baseling,

10, Candice Finley, 6-0 senlor
center, Borgess: The returning
startor overaged elght points and
elght rebounds per game. A strong

varsity |s impresalve enough, let elone
dolng 80 mt tha point-guard position,
Brennan has nice court awaienass, snd
has no prohlem finding the cpen tesm-
mate.

Matissa Marzolf, 87 Junlor forward,
Canton: Marzolf made good impressions
o3 0 sophomore, averaging oight points
per goma, She plays wall with her back
10 tho basket and lke Florsnz) s sirong
off the driblle.

Koren Marchant, 8-0 Junlor forward,
Borgess: A disciolmer must be made
here, becausa Meschant I8 rumored to
be moving Lo West Vieginia with hor fom-
ily. She oversged 12 palats and five
febounds per gome a3 a sophomare, but
was Inconsistent because of her lack of
defensiva Intensity.

Stephanie Mussat, 59 ssnlor guard,
Livonia Ladywood: Mussat wos ons of
the Blazers' top raserves lost year. Sha
plays either off guasd or amoll forward,
'hos good shooting touch up to 15 feet.

Sarah Poglits, 8-2 junior center, Lady
‘wood: Sha spiit time between tho vorsi:
ty and junior varsity last year. Also on

and oggl post play-
or, she is belng recrulted by Divl-
sion | schools.

The socond 10 are (n alphabollcal
order:

Chriatine Anderson, 54 Junlor guard,
Borgese: Andorson hod hor moments as
8 sophomore, and with Reese and Adrk
ane Bryant off to Michigan Stete and
Toleda, respeclively, her 1alents will be
on more disploy. Anderson has good
ange on her jump shot and |3 fost end
to end. Her balthandling will be cruciot
to the Spartans’ hopes In 98,

Mary Andetson, 8-4 senlor guard,
Canton: An outstonding defender with
@o0d command of what coach Bob
Blohm wants accomplished from Lhe
point-guard position. An all-ares hurdier
in track, Anderson uses ber speed to her
sdvantege.

Jessle Brennan, B-9 sophomons guard,
Mercy: Stasting as o freshman on the

volleyboll ployer, loaving
her not ps much time 1o spend on bos-
ketball. She needs Lo work on consis-
tency Bnd her low post defensive play.

Andres Prustt, €1 sophomore,
Salem: Pruett was the Rocks® second-
leading rebounder as o freshmon and
olso averoged 10 polnts per game. Sho
glves tho Rocks a solid inside-threet to
score.

Jennl Talbot, B-10 sanior centar, Gar
den City: The threc-sport stendout was
the unsung hero on last year's 17-7 Gar-
den Clty team. With four startars lost
dua o graduntion, she will got moro
atlention but should still better her pro-
duction from a yeor bgo when she aver-
aged spoints and grabbed rebounds.

Lesurs Welnmsn, 8-9 senior guard,
Salem: One of the top three-point shoot-
ors in Observerland, Welnman made

about 25 treys during & season Intor-

rupted by an snkle (njury.

Marlins from page IC

Knutson’s 18 points

paces Harrison win

Junior guard Kristine Knutson
scored n carcer-high 18 pointa
Tuesday to load Farmington
Harriaon to victory in its 1988
girla basketball debut.

The Hawks defeated hoat
Waterford Kettering in the sea-
8on opener for the third consecu-
tive yeor, 49-39,

Knutsan's point total included
three three-point field gonls,

“She's a very stendy, smart
player, and she takes all the
right ahots,” Harrison conch Pete
Mantyla aald.

“She had some scoring bursts
in summer games and preseason
scrimmages, I was excited to see
it, but I waan't surprised.”

Junior guard Amy Roble
scored 16 polnts, including 11 in
the fourth quarter when the
Hawka outscored Kettering 18-
ta secure the victory.

Autumn Gaines, another
junior guard, scored 12 points for
the Captains, who had only one
player in double figures.

The Hawks trailed 16-12 after
one quarter and 24-22 at half-
time, but they held Kettering to
aix points in the third period and
took a 33-30 lead into the finale.

“Our focus hns been playing
hard for 32 minutes, and I think
we did that,” Mantyla said.
“We're trying to establish that
early.”

Both teams had a “ton” of
turnovers, he added.

*I was disappointed with how
we took care of the ball, but
when two teams press that hard
early in the year that can be

ex, A '
The Howks made eight of 23
rows, Kattaring 18 of 26,
Iy S tAED. k3. T et coen
though North Farmingion began ils sesaon
on & loslng note, the geme proved to be an
Impeossive opener foe Hatie Vihtelic,

Vihtelic, 8 sophomore forward playing In
her Arst geme for the Reldors after trany-
forring, scored a game-high 27 points. The
noat closest was Melissa Gratz with aix,

“Katio impressed
Linda Perkins said.
post player; she looked very good.”

The Rel Iso looked good
Jumping to first-quarter lead, The
Lakers raltied to tske 8 20-28 halfiime lsad
and gradually pulled awsy In he second
haif.

*We prossed oarly and ran out of gae,”
Pariing sald. *Fou! trouble also hurt us in
the Orst half.

*We played hard bul didn't have enough
staying power. We did do a gocd job exe.
cutlog snd getting the bal Lo our big glr,
howaver.*

Kim Kilpele ted West Bloomfield with 15
points. North made just 13 af 31 frae
hrows, the Lakers elght of 20,

ATHENS B85, FARMINGTON 30: The Fal-
cons threw away thelr sa83on opensr Tues
dny 8t Teoy Athens, committing 26
twinovers,

“We went Into the gamo knowing thay
were golng 1o trap us and tebound, end
they did,” Farmington coach John Verdure
sald, “At the same lime, we tumed the ball
aver wey 100 much,

“They were the mora agy
and tebounded well. That was game. |
expoct batter of the team, but it's & long
senson.”

The Red Hawks Jumped 1o 8 134 lged
after one quaner and extended (he margin
10 2611 at heiftime, They put the gsme
out of reach with en 1B-7 difference in the
fourth quaster.

Senior guard Amanda Porter led Farm-
ington with 10 points. The Falcons made
only 11 of 27 free throws, while Athens
converled 16 of 28,

the post and is one of the best
defensive players Baker has ever
conthed.

She averaged eight points and
7.8 rcbounds, but her forte might
be defense. Brooks led the Mar-
lins with 49 steals.

*She's our most effective defen-
sive player, taking the other
team's point guard,” Baker said.
“She ean defend just like a
demon away from the baskat and
is a very physical player around
the basket.

Brooks is the last of three sis-
ters to play for Mercy, which has

| had o member of the Brooks

family on the team for eight
straight years. Marshelle and

B Felicin Brooks also played bas-

ketball,

Kluska, an All-Catholic and
All-Observer forward in soccer,
returns as the starting point
guard. She also played in 14 var-
sity games as a sophomore,

“Jena has worked very hard on
her ball handling and is a true
court leader at the point,” Baker
said. "She's not aut there to score
points, but certainly will help
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the team if she's looking for the

Heather Davis and Kelly Moug,
?nviu is n post player, good

shot. .

“She's an ly bright kid
who recognizes defenses and
keeps things very organized on

e court.”

‘The fourth returning starter is
sophomore Jessica Brennan, who
averaged 9% pointa. She had
some high-scoring games, but
Baker expects her offense to
more consistent this year.

*She was a freshman phenom
on offense, but she's really pick-
ing up the defensive phase of
game,” Baker said. “She gives us
another 5.9 player on the court
who can rebound and deflect

passes,

“She won't handle the ball as
wmuch. We want her to get out an
the wing, attack on the break
and post up smaller guards.”

The fifth starter is likely to be
5-8 junior Ashley Schumacher,
who had a limited role last sea-
son because of a knee injury that
required surgery.

Schumacher was the top fresh.
man player two years sgo. She
6till played in 17 varsity games
last year but didn't have a lot of
minutes.

“She's a good outside scorer;
she gives us another good ath-
lete on the court,” Baker said.

Among the first players off the
bench will be 5.10 juniors

T and goed scover
around the basket, Baker said.
Moug can play the off guard or
amall forward positions.

“We might best use (Moug)
coming off the bench, because
she can play a number of posi-
tions,” Baker said. “All three
pleyed quite o bit as sophomores
and do different things for us.
Whether they start or not, they'll
be part of the first group.”

The Marlins also return Gina
Tuliao and Katie Nelson, a pair
of 5-7 senior wings. Tuliao might
be the best three-point shooter
on the team, according to Baker,
who rates Nelson “the one most
likely to be a coach herself one
day.”

The roster also includes 5-6
freshman Susie Roble, who will
provide backup at point guard,
and 6-2 senior post Shawntika
Farr, an All-Catholic thrower in
track and field who didn’t play
basketball last year to rest her
knees.

“I'm very hopeful (Farr) can
counter some of the height we'll
de facing this year,” Baker said.
“She gives me more flexibility aa
a coach,

“We'll be playing some big
teams, so we have to get after
people an defense and try to out-

work some teams.

“We are n year older and
stronger. The time apent on
defense last year seema to be
paying off.” -

The Marlins play another
rugged schedule that begins
tonight at Wailled Lake Central,
tAhet d.o'fend‘inx unterl\ LAk’e-

and Class A finalist, '
The Mercy Hoops Classic will
be Sept. 5 and with

Stevensville Lakeshore, Ply-
mouth Canton and Rochester
Adnms participating again.

“I have every reason to think
we're going to be able to compete
with stronger teams,” Baker
snid, “but we can't just trot out
there on a given evening and
mow anyone down.

“How succesaful we. are
dependa on the kind of attitude
the kids maintain during the
season and how confident they
become as we move through it.”

Baker added the Marlins
played well early last season but
didn't continue to progress at the
same rate.

“We didn't come together and
make the run we would have
liked to, but maybe we've only
secn part of the product with
this group,” he said. “Maybe now
we'll reap the veward from our
toil aver two seasons.”

Qversized stainless stegl
head with graphite shaft,
available in driver and
#5, #7 and #9 woods.
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