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Visits to
Mackinac Island
always bring out
the story-tellor
in me, There's
the  natural
beauty, local
color, and rich
historical-back-
ground  that
make this. for-
mer centor of
the fur trade
lorn resort area a porfect
for a novel, .
Michigan authors who
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specializo in young people's liter-
ature have already discoverad
Mackinac's potential. Gloria
Whelan's “Once On This Islard*
(Harper Collins, 1985, $14.96)
tells the story of a family caught
up in the throes of the War of
1812, Whon the British army
invades their remote Michigan
island' and conguera Fort
Michilimackinac, 12-year-old
Mary O'Shen and her sister and
brother face some new chal-
lenges,

Within days, Mery's widowed
father mugt leave the island

Book captures

Holyland beauty

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STary ‘Yum

Davld Roberts was a distin-
guished 19th century British
landscape artist who rose from

rty to a place of prominence
lish art circles,

Hisweputation was solidified
by a baok of lithographs based
on his drawings of scenes from
the Holy Lands done during n
trip in 1898-38,
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Now,Stowart, Tabori & Chang,
a New, York publisher that spe-
cializps in large format art
books, has released an eye-pop-
ping yecreation of the original
color plates with historical and
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because he refuses to compro-
mise his patriotism by swearing
allegiance to,the British crown.
Hir plan s to join General Hull's
American forces at Fort Wayne
in Detroit. .

That means Mary and the
older Angelique and Jacques will
be loft alone to work the farm
and look out for one another.
‘They're up to the challenge, their
father insists, since he'll only be
gone for six months,

Though saddened by his
impending departure, Mary is
proud when her father expresses
faith in her courage and forti-
tude and places a gold coin in
her hand, saying, “Spend it only
when there is great need.” -

But months strotch into years,
‘The Americans are not prepared,
to fight the well equipped British
and their Indian allies. Wintera
on the island present

among fur traders direct their
attention elsowhere,

Yot Mary's spunk and fierce
loyalty to her father and country
are unswerving, Even the loss of
her best friond Gavin, an Indian
orphan raised by white settlers,
fails to dampen her spirits or
dim her viaion for a brighter
future.

An award-winning writer,
Gloria Whelan brings to life the
customs and concerns of
Michigan residents living in the
enrly 19th century. Her book is
sure to fascinate and inspire
middle.-school readers and
beyend.

* Rochester pharmacist Robert
A. Lytle spent his boyhood sum-
mers in the Les Cheneaux
Islands of eastern upper
Michi His fond ries of

hardships. Food is gcarce, and
A i and J. becoma.

of Roberts' work, here arranged
following the order of i

for the first time, the book is also
o celel of the lith

restless. At the brink of adult-
hood, they want more out of life
than the deily drudgery of farm
1d chores. A

art. Belgian lithographer Louis

) ]Lubn)r and !

British soldicr at the

Haghe croated the plates from
Roberta’ drawings.

The commentary by Fabio
Bourbon {s informative and the
book's design by Patrizia Balocco
Lovisott{ is outstanding, The
only flaw in this presentation is
careless editing in this English
language version, translated by
Antony Shugaar. As a newspaper
reporter I am tolerant of ocea-
sional typos, a bane of newspa-
pers usunlly caused by impend-
ing deadlines. But an art book of
thia quality and prepared with
this ion to detail in its art

artistic y, sel

from Roberts’ journals and pre-
sentegay photographs of the
scencs;captured by Roberts, The
boak, "Yeslerduy and Today, The
Haly ?..nnd," has a suggested
retail,prico of $60.

An.ygne intereated in history,
art or the Bible- will find this
book gtunning. Roberts attention
to the most minute details of
architecture, landacape, costume
and heman form make these pic-
tures especially vivid. They are
rightly regarded as_among the
bept documentary recreations of
the Holy Lands during that peri-
od. The large 10 l{l"})y ‘14" for-

reproduction should alse be
impeccably edited.

" That’s a small quibble, because
the book’s value is in Roberts’ art
_ precise, alive to local culture,
informed by a love for the play of
light and dark and reverent
about the Biblieal sites but never
maudlin or sentimental, and
equally respectful toward
Islamic holy places. Though it is
Roborts’ landscapes that are
moat famous, his interior archi-
tectural renderings and his por-
traiture are also impressive.
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mat and the b
mbke the book a treasure, In
addition to the Roberts’ draw-
ings, the book algo contains
maps and covers from the origi-
nal cdition.

the book aa a form of time travel
and the contrasts and compar-
isons with the photos (most
excellently done by Antonio
Attini) do create a fascinating
trip to the Holy Lands then and
now,
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swimming, aailing, and fishing
are recorded in two fictional
works c¢ntitled “Mackinac
Passage: A Summer Adventure”
(1896) and ita sequel “Mackinac
Passago: The Boathouse
Mystery” (1896, $11,85), both
published by Thunder Bay Prees.
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‘When “Boathouse Mystery”

begins, 15-year-old Pota Jenkins

and his frienda are pleased that
their cfforts have culminated in
the arrest of local counterfeiters.
But a close call with disoster has
made Pete a bit more cautious.
Now it's time to enjoy what sum-
mers ot Los Cheneaux have to
offer: boating, water-skiing, and
partiea with the privileged but
*neat” kids from Cincinnatl.

No ono seems too concerned
about a rash of petty thelts from
luxurious boath hored

Little do Pote and his frignds

know that more than robbery is
at stake, They soon find them-
selvos in a predicament that
roquires quick thinking, team
work, and conquering their fear
of the frigid wators of
Muscnllonge Bay.

Young readers (10-14) will
enjoy this book of friendship and
adventure,

Action, humor, and suspense
— plus some Michigan geogra-
phy — mnke “Mackinac Passage:
A Boath Mystery” aa well as

along the channels and bays of
Lake Huron, Or that the body of
Fata FitzRoberts — one of the
counterfeiters and a merciless

iller — has never been found.
With few clues, oven the police
are inclined to disregard the pil-
foring of minor items such aa
food and blankots. But when Dr.

its predecessor a good choice for
summer reading.

. Both books can be purchased
at Halfway Down the Stairs
Children's Book Shop on 114 E.
Fourth St. in Rochester.

‘Enhcr Lr'tlmnnn.. a resident of

Scruton, polio ialist at Sault
Sointe Marie Hospital, ia
mugged while carrying the sub-
stantial proceeds of a charity
baskotball game, the teens
spring into action once again.

f is a private
tutor with Una Dworkin and
Associates. You can leave her a
message from a touch-tone phone
at (313) 953-2047, mailbox 1893,
Her fax number is (810) 644-

-bem Swerda,
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