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Circuit judge candidate used to go to work with dad

BY HANDRA ARMRRUSTER
OAKLAND COUNTY EDtTOR

John N. O'Brien, an Oakland
County assistant prosscutor and
candidate for Circuit Court, first

got interested in the legal field
n-nm his 1ate father, who also
served as a Circuit Court judge.

“When 1 was 8- or -years-old,
my father represented n woman

. whose husband, in attempt to
gain custody of the kids, accused
hor of bnnling them,” O'Bricn
said. *My father took pho.
tographs of my back and legs
because we had ecars (from play-
ing) . That woman's kids' acars
couldn’t hold a candle to oura,

“Ho had us coms and testify,
That's when I first got a tasto of
the courtroom. I thought it was
exciting, to ait in the big chair, I
went to court with him every
opportunity aftarward.

*“Our phone number was in the
book,” OBr}an continued. "My
father was available for arraign-
ments at night. He'd como into

' my room, if school was out, and
say ‘Do you want to go to court?

Later when there were motions
or criminal trials — that was a
big treat.”

In college, O'Brien began to
study political sclence.

"That was esotoric. It had
nothing to do with the law, and I
didn't think it would aerve me
well. 8o I (carned) & business
degree instead in economica,
That fit real well with what T
had planned.”

O'Brien's plana wero first law
achool and then to follow in his
father’s footateps, first as o trinl
attornoy. So while at the Detroit
Colloge of Law, he immersed
himself in the Moot Court Exec-
utive Board, mock trial competi-
tions and took all the litigntion
courses he could,

He attended law school for five
yeare at night, at one point
working as a research lawyer
during his third year of school
for his father, who by then had
become a judge.

*It was the most wonderful
year of my life,” O'Brien said,

Since 1984, he has worked
since 1884 as n county law clerk

in civil practico and in the prose-
cutor's office. Four years ago,
O'Brien eaid he ronlized his
career gonl should be to me
a triel judge

' “I wanted to wait until I had
the right opportunity and
enough uperlnnce And that was

about a year ago,”

The retirement of Judge
Robert Templin created the open
sont, He has g assed the maxi.
mum age set by law to seek a
position aa judge.

Thera's a lot of satiafaction in
the logal fiold, O’Brion said.
*You can't buy that feeling, And
if you could, they ought to charge
a high dollar for it.”

The law jan't the only thing
O'Brien gots great satiafaction
from. Wife Judy and his 10- and
4-year-old boys are high on his
list as well.

O'Brien and his wife, who
recjnjn'tly cnlo’brntod their l]‘ﬂ)!

months later we started dating.
That was 20 ysars ago. I've been
married to or dating my wifo
more than half of my life,”
O'Brien said, )nughlnx “We're
the boat of frien

With the children there is Cub
Scouta, soccer and karats achool
for “time spent just with dad”,
The fun includes Dad and Lad
campouts and family campouts,

There is also time for civic and
professional activities, like
designing sote for plny: 113
Shrine High School in Royel
Oak, teaching Sunday schoel,

and negloct Council, apeaking
before neighborhood groups and
clvica classes, providing educa-
tional programs to a police
academy and’the National Cal-
loge of Diatrict Attorneys. He
haa also taught at Oakland Uni-
veraity and Oakland Community
College.

didat

Y,
the same high school and met at
a dance-a-thon.

*“We danced all night and into
the morning. Four or five

The said he can’t
lose because either way he will
“stay in a trial court situation. .
.A judge has a responaibility to
stay & public servant and with

‘Executive candidate shares political spotlight

. BY PAT MURPRY
BTAF? WRITER

A last-minute switch has
renewed Edward Hamilton's
faith in the politics of President
Clinton and the value of being a

 team player.

. After some mn(\nmn — that
could have been a snub or a
snafu — Hamilton was again
invited to share the political
spotlight as part of the welcom-

.ing committee for President
Clinton's appearance in Pontiac
Tuesday.

Hamilton — who is runmng
againat county ti

Twenty-four hours enrlier,
Hamilton enid he had been
{nformed he was no longer part
of the welcoming entourage . . .
deapite having been invited.

“I didn't know what to think,”
said the Troy resident. *I didn't
know if I'd been dropped in favor
of another candidate, or because
of & mix-up. But I need the expo-
sure more than he (Clinton)
does.”

The president, after oll, is the
incumbent with polls showing
him in the lead. Hamilton is a
rclative unknown trying to
unacat the most well-known

: Brooks Patterson — was um-
stated barely 24 houra before
Clinton’s campaign train was to
chug into Pondac en routs to the

in h Michi-

H‘nmilton never anticipated
being a major player in Clinton's
appearance, But once invited, he

jon.

d some minor role in wel-

Signs from page A5

The efforts almost turned ugly,
however, after James M. Hardin
and another member of the
squad were accosted as thoy took
“Dole-Kemp” signs among the
crowd in Royal Oak.

Secing the signa as an obvious _an

-affront to Clinton, some

mocrats reacted by moving in
front of the unwanted demon-
strators, using their “Clinton.

Gore” signs to obscure the *Dole-
Kemp” signs.

A fow loss tolerant members of
the crowd were more hostile and
vocal. Sometimes standing nose-
to-nose and using profanity, they
voiced displensure at the signs
those “@#1*% Republicans,”

Hardin and his colleague were
undaunted, however, *Free
speech,” he said. “That's what
this country is all about,”
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Hamilton is, after all, at the
top of the party’s county ticket,
and political protocel would
scem to dictate some political
courtesies,

"Besides, I'm in the same polit-
ical mold as Clinton,” Hamilton
snid. *He’s an untraditional
Democrat, and so am 1.

Hamilton, 63, is a new vehicle
launch manager with the
Chrysler Corp. who believes in
downasizing government and bal-
ancing the budget. He even
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*It was a wonderful experi-
ence,” Hamilton said Wednes-
day, “It was almost surreal sce-
ing the modern Amtrak double-
deckers in front and the historic
old cars in the back.”

Hamilton was nccompanied by
his wife Silvia and their two chil-
dren, Adam, 183, and Krystle, 12.
“The kids wanted to go shopping
at the mall instead,” he said.
“But [ insisted they sce the Pres.
ident. They'l! tell their grand.
children about this.”
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AIRPORT SPECIALISTS
— VICTORY CAB COMPANY —

Serving Wayne & Oakland Counties
To & From Metro Airport
® Clean Cars © & 24 Hour Service
¢ Uniformed, ¢ Radio Dispatched
Groomed, s Parcel Delivery
Knowledgeable and e« Metered Rates
Courteous Drivers  « 4 ride for price of 1
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Do you have diabetes

sure?

‘The Research Division of William

this I won't be so far from anoth-
er job I love, belng a trinl attor-
ney. It was never the lure of the
dollar that brought me to the
profession. When 1 was hired as
an assistant prosocutor, they
asked §f I wanted to know how
much I would bo making. 1 said
it didn’t matter bocausc that's
what 1wanted todo.”

Now in the second phase of
the campaign, O'Brien sald ho is
mnking mysolf as available as I
can”, outlining hia qualifica-
tions, and discussing what a

John N, O'Brien
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Product Liability

Beaumont’s Deparament of Preventive and

Are you a physician, nurse, physicians
assistant or medical techinician diagnosed with

Nutritional Medicine is secking volunteers
for scveral research studies.
You may be cligible if:
* You are 55 years or older with high blood
pressure and left heart enlargement .
* You have diabetes with complications such as
kidney problems or foot uleers
All study-related testing, medications, treat-
ments and examinations are free of charge.

For information, please call our toll free
number 1-888-80-STUDY.

A registered nurse will return your call and provide
- more informatios.

latex allergy? Have you been restricted in your
ability to earn a living due to your condition?

We Would Like To

Talk To You!

We are currently representing health care
professionals in personal injury claims against
manufacturers of rubber latex gloves.

Know Your Rights!




