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Pass the dish: Shoppers for satel-
lite dishes have more to choose
from and, in Farmington, one
less regulation to worry
about./A3

Oh, so fine: Farmington Hills
Mercy High School is saying ‘So
fine’ to the fine arts in a renova-
tion of its facility./B6

Apples: Fall is crunch time in
Michigan, one of the top produc-
ers of apples. /18.

Laura's Fat Free Kitchen: By sub-
stituting a few ingredients, you
can drastically cut the fat in
apple coffee cake./1B

- MALLS & MAINSTREE

Slgn of the times: Oakland Mall in
Troy dedicates its I-75 pylon with
a party and a time capsule./A10

Fall Spectacular: One Oakland
County community's fashion ben-
efit helps teens who survived can-
cer battles and now face college
tuition costs!/A10

@ SEVENTY-FIVR CENTS

o4 Comumualoations Corporation

Cable customers caustic

When it comes
chise,
more reliable

be renewed.

BY
LABRY O’CONNOR

Botiom llne. The Farmington reg-

ulatin ity for cable tel

to the local cable TV fran.

both residents and officials want
financial information Time
Warner. Otherwise, the franchise may not

mission threztened to do all he can
to hold up the franchise rencwal for
Time Warner, which serves Farm-

ington Lnm‘l Farmington Hills cable -

wants mccpuon of financial figures
to be better focused,

Otherwise, one member of the
Southwestern Oakland Cable Com-

The franchise agreement between
SWOCC and Time Warner oxpires
next year,

SWOCC members want toset up n

special moeting with Time Warner
officiala to go over financial reports.
Farmington Hills Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi's was but one volley
between SWOCC, Timo Warner offi-
¢iale and audience members at

Tuesday's lon meoting.

“1 don't feel good aftar one of these
meetings,” Vagnozzi said. “It'e
nlways , ‘Yeah, wo were sup
get that in but we didn't get it in on
time’, or ‘We wers supposed to x‘lve
you 12 months (of Sinancial reporta!
but wa only gave you nine.’

“1 don't like it 1 seri

ronewal unless we start getting
some answors.”

Confusion stems from a discrepan-
cy in a financinl report submitted by
Time Warner and another provided
by tha cable company’s auditor.

Time Warner's repart showed rev-

enues at $10.7 million whilo an.

independent auditor posted the com
pany’s earnings at $14.8 million,

As part of the franchise agree-
ment, cities receive money from the
cable company based on revenues.

Time Warner’s initin] financial

will do what I can to hold up the

Boe CABLE, A3

Something's fishy herel

Team will clean
Eight Mile scene

BY’K\IDDWIBI‘B
AYY WRITER

Starting Sept. 27, local residents can expect a clean-

er, safer, more attractive Eight Mile Road.

Tlut Friday, the Eight Mile Clean Team campaign
will begin. Business owners and city governments
alike will help put a new shine on the corridor, which
stretches 27 miles and forms the southern border of
the Farmington area.

Emp]cyeeswnll pl:k up litter, businesses will unvul
and a new
wﬂlhphmdonbmwmxpeoplehuktotbenm

“We've seen increasing pressure to do this from

almost everyone we talk with in the corridor,” said
Sharlan Douglas, executive director of the Exght Mile
Boulevard A iation, which is or the
cleanup. The Association counts among m members
the 13 and three along Eight
Mile from 1-275 to 1-94.

“Our police departments say it will help their work,
citizens’ groups tell us :t .n'm dmy way they feel

BEATY PIIOTO BY BAARON LMt
ArtisticEvcats B3 | Obituaries B8 Mercy splrit: Posing as the deep-sea fish mascot of. Memy Htgh School Keri Mato gets her “nose” tweaked by fellow
Autoreport D10 | OAEOnLine __ All Jjunior Amanda Nora at the Catholic school’s tournament. Mato was handed down the ionur of
Classi BD | Police & fire Ad mascot from her sister Kristi Mato, wha gmduated in May. See the Sports Section for tournament action.
Cn d B8 | Sports Ci3
Malls Al10-11 | Taste Bl.2
Movies B45

Many Asians shrug over Koga impact

BY TODD WICES
STAFY WRITER

For anyone worried about how the
Itsumi Koga murder plea might
affect the local Japanese communi-
ty, the answer seems to be: not
much.

Since the Farmington Hills moth-
er was charged with the killing of
her mnnt.h-old son last year, thers
has been m: lpecuh on that the

H ‘It's been about a year. People were shocked, but

they will forget about It.’

Rocky Shimazu
—Farmington Hills

7
which saw its defendant enter a plea
of "guilty, but mentally ill” last
week, seems relatively mild,

Hitachi on Grand River and Ake-
bono Brake Industriea declined to

unfavorable publicity might dis-
suade Japanese-owned businesses
from moving to the Farmington
area, or could somehow strain eco-

nomic relations on an international
level.

But the reaction of local Asian-

business people to um event,

as did Nissan Research
and Development, where Kogn's
husband, Akihiro, works as an engi-

neer.
Meanwhile, the owner of one

Cayce dumps attorney; trial delayed

BY'.“)DDWI(IS
APy WRIT=

The trial of & Farmington Hills
man accused of murdering two

women last year has been delayed

again,

In Qakland County Circuit Court
1ast Tueaday, Arthur Cayce request-
od & new a that the
counnel of anary Wilkins of
Detroit was ineffective. Cayce is

anbout Eight Mile, i our
mbcr guvernmenu have asked for this nlso, she

iden of what people are looking far and how the busi-
nessos foel aboul bdu!buu.'-ddf:_b&!mm,
the who live and work aloog

harged with setting the arson fire

that killed Louise and Melissa Ann

Judge Barry I{mvud who is pre-
siding over the trinl, -ppomted Pon-
tiac anorney Kerry Phillips as a

same day.

“I have not received any discovery
un. pd: “lylg" ey hu.up'b;M

t, oW VETY about
the case. I did receive a call this

to late or early Dy

morning from the
auxzned to the case, hut we've not

Wnlkuu could not be reached for
comment.

The trial was first delayed in Jan-
uary to determine if there was
enough evidence to try Cayce and
Arthur Davia of Westland, a friend
and co-worker who has aleo been
charged in the case.

The trial has now been d

The prosecutor, Lisa Madzia, was ’

glad that the proceedings with
Wilkins were halted before they
began. “I'm very disappointed that
(the trial} didn’t go, but I under-
stand Judge Howard’s concern that
the defendant was claiming his
counsel was ineffective. If wo had
proceeded with (Wilkins), Cayce
could potentially appeal on the basis

Sce CAYCE, A2

Hobbe to homeowners . . .
aniel Hobbs, nowly—lnred F-minpon
. Hills city manager, will speak at a yeneral
membership meeting of the Couneil of Home-
owner Associations :f!&m M Sept. 10,

FARMINGTON FOCUS

at the Hills branch A Radic Club 7:30 p.sn. Wednesday,

gywmymuun-muvmw 11, at the Whaeeler Fire Station, 21420 Wheeler,
Orchard Lake roads. in River/Middlebelt area, Farmington

: Ancommmwum-guw:. f reserved.
‘ﬂ-mﬁinmdhwh-y It )
will be available st 2 . Kick off a Sober October
For organi- | . ickets are on sale for the eighth-annual
uﬁm,aﬂl:mﬂnnkblt{?%Gm Kickoff Breakfast for Sober chber.ﬂ;;
. . th buse manth sp d
Farmington Families In Action.

ul.,m‘l

A Whmmhhﬁb The event begins at 7:15 w.m, Tuesday, Oct. 1,

od to attend nw‘ the Farmington

Road, east of Orchard Lake. Kevin Wanger will
speak on “Continue the Just Say Notion.”

About 300 Farmington-area community lead-
mmapoézndmamdthnhrukfmf. Tickets,
st $12 each, may be purchased by calling Bever-
1y Miller at 478-9794. Tables for eight may be

Iumﬁrﬁhmmwmni‘ocu:maybenmdedto
the Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand Rmer
Farmington 48335; foxed to 477-9722; or
dropped off at the newspoper office. For the com-
puter literate, the Internet E-mail address iz

packy®oconline.comm.

»

)

at Glen Osks Country Club, 30500 W. 18 Mile




