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Vying attorneys deal with trymg times

Gorcyca, Kaplan enjoy families, fun

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFY WRITER'

Finding lJeisure tima s no ensy task for
anybady; much less the two attornoys vying
to become Oakland County’s next prosceu-
tor.

Rupuhh:nn David Goreyea and Democrat
Steven Kaplan — opponents in the Nov, §
general election — nre both are family men
with small children trying to managoe their
respoctive law carcors and meet the
demanda of a high-profile political race,

Yot Gorcyea and Knplan each values per-
sonal recreation, and each makes a point of
working some lefsure time into their sched-
ules — nlthough not as frequently as they'd
like.

On Monday nights, for example, Kaplan
occasionally bowls at Country Lanes in
Farmington. Some of his teammates are
from his high school days at Lathrup High
Scheol in Southfield.

“It's relaxing,” anid Kaplan, 43, whose

averago ia about 178. Ho aleo gets

did,

Both attribute some of their

from slow pitch softbnll nnd is the player-
for a tenm in

Kaplan said he was so impreased with ono
tesmmate that he married her, “Lisa and 1
met when we were trying out for the same
team,” he snid. They now have two children,
Erin, 6, and Stacey, 3.

Goreycea likes to pump iron and work up a
sweat, cither with norobics or o good game
of racquetball. Ho works out at the Beverly
Hills Racquet & Health Club.

*Most of my leisure time went out the win-
dow when the twins arrived,” snid Gorcyca,
34. He and his wife Carol are parents to
Shane and Alexandria, who celebrate their
firat birthday next month.

Gorcyca enjoys golf, and usually shoots in
tho low 908 whon he's playing regularly,
These days, however, he's been mixing golf
with politics, like last weck when he played
ata l'\md miser for U.8. R.cp Dick Chryslnr

recroational habita to high school. When he
was on the chess team at Lathrup, for exain-
ple, Kaplan enjoyed going to tournaments
for the competitive challenge. He still enjoys
chess, but these dnys — when time allows —
he settles for pick-up games, often at the
‘Troy library.

. Gorcyen — a regular reserve on the 1980
Brother Riceo baskatball team that made it to
the quarterfinala of the state tournament —
still enjoys n pick-up game or playing horse.

Both candidates enjoy reading, often about
politics and law,

Kaplan likes reading about U.S. prosi-
dents and is currently engrossed in a biogra-
phy about a Republican . . . Abraham Lin-
coln, "Sometimes I got anecdotes that 1 use
in closing arguments,” snid Kaplan, o West
Bluomfe]d rusident who for 10 years has
beena M b County

His political heroes, for the most part, are

o8t of
vice premdcnz hnpcful Jack Kemp.

Bco LEISURE, B12

Prosecutor candidates
vow to take tough stance

against crime, offenders

BY PAT MURPHY
STATP WRITER

With the election less than
two months away, both candi-
dates for Onkland prosecutor are
trying to give voters an idea of
haw he would run the county's
top law enforcement ageney.

Democrat Steve Kaplan and
Republican David Gorcyca —
along with the p candi-

trained prosecutors wauld work
closely with police agencles to
preveat the emergenca of rival
gangs and “turf wars” and send
a clear message: “This is our
turf”

Joseph Schramek, spokeaman
for the chapter, said he was per-
sonally impressed with both ean-
didntes. The chapter does not
endoras candidates, he said, but

dates from Macomb and Wayne
counties — were featured speak-
era Thursday at a meeting of the
Metro Detroit chapter of Parents
of Murdered Children, Inc,, at
St. David's Episcopal Church in
Southfield.

Kaplan said his office would
expedite cases mvolvmg vio-
lence, particularly homi He

its are vitally intereat-
ed in how prosecutors adminis-
ter their office.

Schramck eaid he had not con-
forred with other members, But
he was personally assured by
how Georeyca and Kaplan
answered questions about plea
bargaining.
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aleo vowed to provide weekly
updates on individual canes to
the families of homicide victima.

Gareyea reiterated his pledge
to never plea bargain on a homi-
cide case and said he would ini-
tiate a special youth gang prosc-
cution unit. He said 1993 crimi-
nal justice survey information
indicated the existence of 110
ganga in 20 Oakland communi-
tiea.

Both candidates said they
wera moved by comments from
the 80 or so members of the
audience.

A Rochester businessman, for
example, made this comment:
“You can go home nnd hug your
Lwlnn, said the man, who asked
nat ‘to be identified. “But when
we go home, all we have are pic-
turea and the memory of some-
ono in the grave.”

Goreyca, who haa year-old
Lwlnn, said, “I was almaost In

teara,”

Knp]an. who has daughters 6
and 3, snid the comments were a
powerfial reminder of the
angufsh with which the families
of vicjima live. *In an embezzle-
ment cose, you can return the
money,” he said. “But in murder,
the pain is forever.”

Kaplan, a West Bloomficld
resident who has been a
Macamb assistant prosecutor for
about 10 years, outlined a 12.
point’ protocol for handling
homicidecases. It called for two
as3istant prosecutors tu bo

assigned to o homicide, with at’

lenat one going to tho death
scenie as an advisor to police
agencies,

He called for “vertical prosceu-
tion,” that is the same two assis-
tants steying with a case from
distriet court arraignment
. through cireuit court trial and,
‘presumnbly, sentencing. That's
more efficient than having one
assistant prosecutor work a case
in district court and another
handle it in circuit court, he
' eaid,

teida casea would bo on a

—Homicido
“rocket docket,” Kaplan said,

with his office moving fer apeedy
trials and fighting adverse rul-
ingo by the trial judge.

reyen, & Royal Oak rendcnt
who was an Oakland assistant
prosecutor for two years befors
going into private practics, said
#ang nctivity should be carefully
monitored.

“I don't want \o alarm people
into thinking the problem is
bigger than it is,” Gorcyca said.
But no community is oxempt
from the plight caused by gang
activity, be said.

Gnreycl said his specially
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Golng fur the strike: Attorney Steven Kaplan bowls a
mean game. He hopes to outscore opponent David
Gorcyca during the November elections.
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HUDSON’S TRAVEL SERVICE
SOMERSET COLLECTION

WIN!

a 7-day caribbean cruise for two
including airfare on

Norwegian Cruise Line

Stop by our newest location and enter for a
chance to win! Entries will only be accepted at
our Somerset Collection trave! service.
Drawing will be held on October 1, 1996.

For all your travel needs call:

i

Hudson's Travel Service
Somerset Collection
810-816-4070
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