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MOVIES
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Heartwarming story: Whoopi Goldberg and Haley Joel Osment star in “Bogus,” now
playing at metro Detroit movie theaters.

‘Bogus’ engaging family movie

BY DOLORES DARCLAY
ASSOCIATED PRESS ARTH EDITOR

What an unfortunate idea to
title a movie “Bogus.” It makes
the work such an easy target.

Aund that’s tuo bad. Because
the new Warner Bros. release,
though shaltlow, a bit foreed and
at times downright irritating, ls
vtherwise an engaging and
harmless family movie,

The story la centered arountd a
7-year-old nnmed Albert (Haley
Jael Osment) and the imaginary
friend who comes to Ilfe when his
mather dies.

Albert Jives in Lns Vegas
where his unmarried mother
Lorraine (Nancy Travis) worka
ne a showgirl, His world _ and
his family _ are the sequined
atages of the strip's casinos and
plensure palnces, He hanga back-
atage with the performers and
learns all nbout magic from illu-
sionist Mr. Antoine.

Then his world explodes, His
mother is killed in a car erash,
Albert thinks the other perform-
ers will gladly take him in and
he will be able to maintain some
sort of tie to the only “family”
he's ever knawn, but that's not to
be. Lorrnine had left a will, nam-
ing her foster aister Harriet
(Whoopi Goldberg) na Albert's
guardian in the event of her
death.

Big problem. Harriet lives

clenr across the country in the
elauntrophobic envirena of
Newark, N.J.

Albert reluctantly boards the
plnne and while doodling with a
play ook the atewardeas hns
given him, a drawing of n big,
round fave comes to life and
starts to talk to the troubled
child. The face noon takes on
more shape and that of n bady,
too. It turne into o large, sweet
Frenchman named Bogus (Ger-
ard Depardieu),

Bogus 18 Albert’s imoginary
friend and companlon and only
Albert can see him. It's a device
that worked so charmingly with
Jimmy Stewart in “Hnrvey,” but
is played here for contrived
laughs.

Back in Newark, the frenetic
Harriet races through her work
day to meet the youngster at the
nirport. She's stressed nnd full of
ottitude, and the last thing she
wants or nceds in her single life
is a child,

Harriet and Albert spend
much of the movie atruggling to
find a common thread, other
than Lorraine. Of course, they
finally do and by necessity,
Bogus must disappear.

It's o predictable storyline
from writer-producer Jeff Roth-
berg and screcnwriter Alvin Sar-
gent, complete with all the diver-
sions uaually seen in this type of

relntionship movie. Yes, Albert
does try to run away; yea, Harri.
ot does go after him; yes, they
fight over most thinga; yes,
Albert’s magic tricks pop up,

But the worst device in the
movie comes when Harriet is
able to see Bogus, thua destroy.
ing the fragite world of imngina-
tion, When he enters hurlrnyehc,
the (ilm slips to melodrama,
because, na it turns out, Harriot
also had a difficult and troubled
chitdhood.

And that's the biggest probtem
with the Norman Jewison movle,
Harriet is a complex character
who remaina undeveloped and
largely unknown. Bhe's nlmost
more of the story than Albert
and Bogus, and far more inter-
esting. But she’a a flat Holly-
woud stencil. Too bad.

Jewison, an admirable film.
maker of such classics aa “The
Rursinns Are Coming! The Rus.
sinns Are Comingl,” “In the Heat
of the Night,” *The Thomas
Crown Affair” as well as the
camedy “Moonstruck,” manages
to pull lovely performances from
his actors, but they're all work-
ing with flimsy material,

“Bogus" is produced by Jewi-
son, Rothberg and Arnon
Milchnn and is rated PG. You
can bring the entire family, but
older, more sophisticated chil-
dren might be bored.  *

Save 25

ATERL TOR |

HERL
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INTRODUCING
A NEW LINE OF
WOLVERINE> DURASHOCKS*®

Choose from non-steel or steel toed. Premium leather uppers, shock
ahsorber for comfort. Sizes 8%-11, 12, 13. Shoe Dept.

Everyday 104.95-119.95

El}

AS A SHOCK ABSORBER TO CUSHION THE FOOT

COMPREEBSION PADS ACTS

ER

'995,., 949

Visk Mhefor on the Intermett bep/iwarmegercom

WOLVERINE.
DU

\
/

Find
someone
you'll
click=
with

Now on the Internet: Personal Scene. Meet
singles online just by placing o free ad,

www.oeonline.com
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