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cable from page Al

At the lnst mecting, one Hills
regident accused the comminsion
of being in cahoots with the
cable company. Others have
wondered why some commission
membors sound like apologista
for Time Warner.

“I think the most frustrating
thing is a lnck of understanding
in terms of what authority we
huve, what we can and can’t do,”
Farmington Councilman and
SWOCC Chairman Bill Hartsock
said. “And quite frankly it is con-
fusing to the general public
because the ruies have changed.”

SWOCC[ was formed as a

Jion o fhe

over cable TV,

In ensuing years, commission
members have watched their
nuthority erode ns Federnl Com-
munications Commission and
Congress have tricd to rcgulnle
the mduslr_y Cnhle compnmen
have d by

For example, Farmington aren
cable subscribers will sce rates
increase o $1 because of a social
contract between Time Warnor
and the FCC.

The social contract was a
result of Time Warner previously
overcharging custemers. Hawev-
er, Time Warner wasn't the
eable provider in Farmington at
the time.

Yet Farmington like all Time
Warner's subscribera will pay a
dallar mare in January.

Last January, Time Warner
raised rates $1.88 for a majority
of customers in order to pay for n
fiber optic upgrade. Financial
figures given to SWOCC indicate
Time Warner made $10 million
during a 10-month period — a
profit margin of 48 percent
{though estimates have gone as
high ns 66 percent).

Residents complain, but cable
generally throw

goverament mandates to their
benefit, critics have said.

Hills looks for better

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

With the new natural and
recreational porks, an ice arena,
youth program and senior pro-
grams, Farmington Hiils has a
lot to offer.

Now the city wants to find

up their handa.
“1 think often that people who

“ways to better munage its larger
program.

That's why the city council
voted to seck bids for an organi-
zatjenal analysis of the Depart.
ment of Specinl Services,. which
overseas the vast properties and
activitics covering all age
groups.

Martha P,

by Horbert M. Gardner, D.D.S. &

Usually aiting at a single sile, bul often
occurting ay mulliple ukcers, canker sotes allect
up to haH the population of this country. Their
<ause is ofien unknown, but they are believed
10 tepretent hypersenutiity teacion, olten

wn a3 immne dysfunction, For many
. canker sores accompany Lhe eating of
certain foods (especially acidic foods), 4ppea
e expouut 1 mianty of et ram U
injury to the mouth. Stress may alo play a
Jole, Canler sores uiually run theie course in
\htee to fourteen days. To belp the healing
process along. patients may want to argle with
warm sty wiler w apply 8 nonprescriplion
anesthel cream ot cintment to help ease the
discomtort, If recurrences ol canker sores are
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come to these meetings with
complaints forget the fact that
this is a business: Thoy are out
there to make monoy,” Hartsock
said. *Porhaps as much as we
would like, perhapa as much as
the reasidents would like, we
don't control them as far as how
much maeney they make.”

That maybe so, said Hilla
Mayor and commission member
Aldo Vagnozzi, but he lets Time
Warner officiels henr about it,

“I think they are entitled to n
reasonable profit or roturn,”
Vagnozzi said. “I consider them n
public utility and the return
there is around 12 percent.

*To raigo rates on a £8-percont
profit year was untonscionable ...
‘They arc siphening money from
the community.”

One area SWOCC does have
control — renewal of the fran-
chise agreement — had Vognozzi
vowing to do all he can to hold it
up unIcsu Time Wnrnur is more
fortt with infor-

mation,

But added Vagnozzi, “I'm not
toa sure how much authority we
Have to delay a franchise renew-

1"

Cable commissian and its sub-

scribors knight in a\lmng armor,

AGENDAS

Below are highlights from the
ammlan of meetings this week.
All mectings are open to the pub.
fie.

Farmington Hills City
Council
City Hall, 4746115

{ronically, might be
company. Ameritech made a pro-
aentation about offering cable
service in the Farmington area.
No time table has been sot and
talks fn are in the preliminary
atnxca. SWOCC officials snid.

Council chambors

7:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 16

Agendn itoms include:

® Report on the Youth and
Families Program by Todd Lipa

| A public hennng to consider
the of n request to

h is alrendy p:
competition for Contlnentnl
Cablevision in Canton. Sub-
scribera there scen immediate
benefits, including provious pny
channels like Disney and PASS
being offered free of charge.

*“Quite frankly we all welcome
the opportunity to have moro
than one cable operator becauso
then it becomes a normal busi-
ness environment where there is

Ition,” Hartaock anid.

parks management

City Manager Danicl Hobbs
recommended the study at a cost
of up to $10,000, after d

Habba would ltke the study to
ho completed ln time to include
or costa in

the issue with the council at a
Sept. 4 study session.

Haobbs suggested a short list of
aix firms to examine the depart-
ment and make recommenda-
tions to make sure the city can
continue to run and maintain
programs and parks,

The city now haa almost 400
acres of park land of which half
is being kept in {ts natural state.
The other half is in various
atages of development for soccer,
ball fields and other recreational
space,

The goal of the analysis is to
review management, staffing,
organization, resources and the
role of advisery boards,

any r
next year's budget.

The city council also voted to
obtain bids for improvemonts
the ice arena’s vestibule,

rezone property at the northenst
cornee of Hoggerty and Nine
Mile from office resunrch to local

tralized Youth Program,

Farmington City Council

City Hall, 474-5800

Roegular meeting, council
chambers

8 p.m, Monday, Sopt. 18

Agendn items include:

M Request for sign varlance,
20760 Farmington Road, Magic
Clonners/Kontucky Fried Chick-

en.

M Lotter from Carol Kirkland
about a block party on Merrilyn
Court.

M Request for proclamation:
YMCA Day, Oct. 12.

® Proposal to remove and
replace Hluloncnl Musuem roof.

WA

or

M A review of n decision on dry
floor activitios at the ice arenn.

& Consideratian of & final plat
approval for the Arbor Park sub-
division.

8 Consideratlon of a final plat
approval for the Buttons
Orchard subdivision,

@ Consideration of approval of
a grant request for an environ-
mental study and possible recla-
mation action for the Grand
Hngxc'ty Sulvcge Yard.

to Beautifica-
tion Commission of Patricia
Shelton and Joan Harrison,

Farmington Public Schools

Lewls Schulman Adminis.
teative Building, 489.3300

Rogular mesting, school
headquarters

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Bept. 17

Agenda items include:

W Menthly curriculum/achool
reports,

[ ] Prchmmnry repurl on high
achool profi testa,

nmcndmnnt and extension to fis-
cal 1996/98 and amendment to
the proposed 1997 juvenile jus-
tice grant budgets ‘or the Decen-

L} Appmvnl of natural gas pur.
chase agrecment.

W Award of bids: district ico
crenm contract.

AI Ds from page Al

The couneil di
lems with the cold insidu thu
entrance at the arenn. The city
recommended an outside cxpan-
sion to provide an airlock that
would keep the entrance area
warmer,

The city will take bida on the
project. The estimated $26,000
in costa would come from arenn
proceeds that cxcceded costs by
$30,000 for the firat, shortened
opersting year,
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teachers aides aro helpers “and
not peaple with AIDS,” McElroy
said.

Many districts in Oakland
County teach many of the same
things.

How sexunl activity is linked
with AIDS is taught atarting in
the fourth grade, she added.

McElroy planned to fox o let-
ter to Schlessinger to clarify the
isaue,

“I just feel a moral and profes-
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sional ebligatien to clear that up
a little bit,” McElroy said. .

Part of the confusion atems
from a parent notification letter
explaining AIDS education in
the corly elementary level. A
version of the same letter that ia
sent outlining sex ed program ta
parents of children in grades
fourth and above was used,

Likely, a new one will be writ-
ten, McElroy said. A synopsis is
on the back of the back of the lot-
ter outlines what is taught at the
kindergarten through grade
three level,

“I don't think they (parents)
get that for,” she said,
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Cancer
\nswerNig

Prostate Cancer:
How to Treat It,
How to Beat It.

Presented by
Joseph E. Qesterling, M.0.
Urologist-in-Chief, Dirq:lor of the U-M Prostate Program

s Thursday, Sept. 26, 19%
7-BXpmwithQ&A
Marriott Hote! ot Laurel Park Place
{1-275 and 6 Mile Road In Livonia)
This evant Is free of charge.

Jain us for Cancer AnswerNight & nd laam

lite-saving answers to

y asked

When shouid men begin having m annual prostate check-up?
What factors can affact prostate screening test results?
What treatment options are available?

To find out mora, call our Cancer Answerline nurses
from 9 am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday, at 1-800-855-1125,

Ask aboat FREE prostate screenings o Sept. 21, 24 and 25.




