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SEMCOG reviews Lion’s move

* BY PAT MURPHY
BTAFY WRITER

A SEMCOG committee has
agreod to roviow moving the
Lions Football Team from Pontl-
nc to Detroit.

But nobody expects a decision
that would reverse — or alter —
the decision to move the Lions
from the Silverdome to a pro-
posed stadium in downtown
Detroit.

“Qurs is an advisory role,” said
Paul E. Tait, deputy executive of
the Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments. “We provido
additional information to make
sure the full impact is under-
atood.”

Even if SEMCOG doesn't have
the nuthority to change the deci.
sion to move the Lions, the agen-
cy should review the situation,
according to Dakland County
deputy exccutive Kenneth
Rogers,

“SEMCOG should look at the
move that left Pontioe with a

tadivm.®

fully fi ], empty

cant h to impact more

Rngoru told Onklnnd County
commiasioners prior to Thura-
day’'s regular meeting of the
Oakland County Board. “The
Lions left a perfectly good stadi-
um to move to one that will cost
millions of tax dollara, That
should bo reviewed.”

Later in the day, Rogers —
with support from Pontinc offi-
cials — nsked SEMCOG to
review the decision to move the
Lions.

SEMCOG's Clearing House
Roview Committce has agreed to
tha review, said Tait. "But it will
take at least 60 doys.”

That means the review would
not be done — and no recom-
mendation issued — prior to the
Nov. & election when Wayne
County will vaote on raising the
surtax on hotel and motel rooms
and raising the foe on auto
rentala,

Tait said the SEMCOG com-
mittee has the wherewithal to
review decisions that are signifi.

ca“d i dates from page A1l

than one county and have seti-
ous economic and environmental
implications,

"Wo haven'’t reviowed many
cases,” he said. But the commit-
teo did review the controversinl
Auburn Hills Megamall ~ pro-
posed about three years ago, but
subscquently abandoned by tho
developers,

“We (SEMCOG's committee)
pointed out some additional
information about ths proposed
megamall,” said Tait. “Wo called
attention to the railraad track
that goea through the site and
the trains that would have
closed one side of the mall sever-
al times a d

Tait didn't know if that infor-
mation contributed to the deci-
sion to abandon plans for the
mall. “But at least we made sure
ail tho information was avail-
able.”

The SEMCOG committee
hopes to play e similar role in
moving the Lions, he safd.

“Ours Is an advisory
role. We provide addl-
tional Information to
make sure the full
Impact is understood.”

Paul E. Tait
deputy executive for SEMCOG

Oakland County government
haa traditionally been skeptical
of S8EMCOQ, acknowledged
Rogers, in part because it the
agency didn't seem to have the

best intoresta of Oakland in

mind.

“Oakland haa traditionally
paid higher SEMCOG ducs,”
Roger said, “and had fewer rep-
resentatives on the board of
directors.”

That's still the situation,
Rogers said Friday. “But we
want to see what, if anything,
S8EMCOG has to say about the

: Lions leaving Pontinc.”

Goreyca  is  particularly
emphatic about opposing plea
bargaining because his primary
opponent, incumbent Richard
Thompson, bought radio com-
mercials incorrectly stating Gor-
cyca's position.

Gorcyea said he would not plea
bargain on homicide cases. He
would, however, use “common

senge” in considering plc‘u bar-

gaining in lesser cases — such
ns drug cases in which a low-
level defendant might be per-
suaded to provide information
on a user or supplier.

*I would consider plea bar-
gaining to achieve a greater
good,” he said previously, *but
I'm not talking about giving

Gorcyca relterated his pledge to never plea bar
galn on a homicide case, He also sald he would
initiate a special youth gang prosecution unit to
fight the gangs In Oakiand County.

Kaplan sald his office would expedite cases
involving violence, particutarly homicide. He also
vowed to provide weekly updates on individual
cases to the families of homiclde victims.

away the store.”

Kaplan reiterated his position
that he would refuse to plea bar-
gain on homicide cases,

In caBes mvolvmg seveml

d Kaplan's homi
protocol states hia office would
consider using a *lesser involved
offender aa a witness in order to
gain a conviction against the

leader or trigger man.”

That would only happen, he
said, with the approval of the
family of the victim and the offi.
cer in charge of the case,

In response to a question,
Kaplan said he would take a dif-
ferent view of nonviolent crimes.

“Particularly with first offend-
ers,” he snid.
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Don't you love it when you get something extra and you
don't have to pay for it? Well, if you own a home, we've got
! something extra to give you {even if your mortgage isn't
! with Standard Federal) - 2 Free Homeowner's Checdng
Account with plenty of extras:
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*$25 payment toward a new Standard Federal no-annual-fee
VISA® when you qualify

* 1/4% interest discount on automobile loan rates

* 50% off American Express® Travelers Cheque foes
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~ free homeowner's checkinsm
- from Standard Federal Ban

No monthly service charge, no per-check fees,
no minimum balance mqmrenwnt..and much, much morel
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Another extra: 30 minutes of freelong

distance calls

Call a friend. Have your kids call home from
school. Call when you're out of town...it's up to you.
Sostop in at a Standard Federal Banking Center or call
us at 1-800/643-9600 today to find out more, Because even
if you don't own a home, there are many ways to save
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judgen, including three for
whom he worked: Bernard
Kaufman of the Oakland Cir-
cuit Court; George La Plata
-| and and William R, Boaaley.
Gorcyca enjoys reading about
prosidonts too, including his
political hero, Ronald Rengan.
“Reagan was o groat leader," hs

together. I beliove he will have
a place in hiatory os one of
America's grentest preaidints.”

Both candidates believe in
commiinity involvement, Gorcy-
ca {s a Royal Oak City Commis-
afoner, while Kaplan was on
the Southfleld Board of Educa-

said, “He could rolly Amoericans  tion.

Lirting:
David

jl Gorcyca
pumps
fron in
his free
time.
The
attor-
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hopes to
beat out

DEPRESSION
" Losn Interest In Things? .
Feel Tired Mot of the Time?
‘Wonder If Life Is Woith Living?
. Feeling sad, blue, hopeless or worlhleu? "
' Have trouble slecping or sleep too much?

If any of these symproms ure a part of your life, now s
the time to do something nbout it, You may qualify for o
free evaluation and tr in a free medieation study
on Depression under the direction of Robert J. Biclski,
M.D. Call 800-682-6663 (Lansing 349-5505)

INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH STUDIES
Twenty Years of Dedication

Sormerly the Mood Disorder Institute
Rrighter Tomarroes
Through Investigational Research
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FAMILY FUN
FREE ENTERTAINMENT

Are you thinking about...

Retiring
Reloc%[lmg?

Come learn about beautiful home communities
in the Carolinas, Virginia, Georgia, Florida,
Michigan and more.

Bring this ad for free admission to

the Golf (owse Lvig D0,

You don’t need to be a golfer to live in a golf community!
More than half of golf community residents aren't, They
simply appreciate the openness, safety, beauty and amenities
. these communities offer. Join us to find your dream home
around the corner, in the sun, and at every price imaginable,

Golf Course Living EXP0

Presented by Golf Digest
NOVI] EXPO CENTER

43700 Expo Center Drive
Novi, Michigan 48375

September 20.22, 1996
Friday 5 om - 10 @
Saturday 10 AM - 6 @
Sunday 11 am- 4 em -

For Information call (203) 847-7000, Admit 3 with this ad. Children undet 18 free.




